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A ‘Powerful Reminder’
Of Civil Rights Struggle

BY MARK WALSH
Topeka, Kan.

The Monroe School building bore a

a staff member of the Brown Founda-
tion for Educational Excellence drove
by one day. |

For decades, Monroe was one of four
segregated grade schools where the
Topeka board of education assigned
black schoolchildren. The building had

large “For Auction” sign in 1990, when'

Members and staff of the federal Brown anniversary commission tour the new museum that tnns the story of the case.

Topeka Museum Captures Brown. Legacy

been through many permutations since
it closed in 1975: a warehouse, a church
meeting place, a clothing-distribution
center. It had even housed a dentist's

office. Ita long-term future was a ques-
tion mark.

But the Brown Foundation would
soon embark on a mission to preserve a
local and national historic site. And
next month, years of effort to restore
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the Monroe School will culminate in its -
dedication as a museum depicting the
story of the Brown v. Boerd of Educa-
tion of Topeka case and related batties
for desegregation and civil rights.

“The story of the Brown case is com-
plex, but it is very compelling,” said
Stephen E. Adams, the National Park
Service's superintendent of the na-
tional historic site at the Monroe
School, who led a preview tour of the
museurn last month.

“We want people to understand the’
significance and the history of the case,”
he said. “This is a site where we want

Continued on Poge 16

Shoring Up Math and Sc1ence in the Elementary Grades

Teachers Get Heavy Doses
Of Advanced Mathematics

BY MICHELLE GALLEY
Burlington, Vt.

Penny Stears knows what her students
are going through when they “hit the
wall” and feel as if they can't solve a math
problem. She's been there herself

On her first day as a student at the Ver-
mont Mathematics Initiative, she was up
until 2 a.m. trying to solve a problem that
didn't bave an answer.

1ce then, she's learned how to help

ents get past that frustration. As
a kindergarten teacher turned. math-
content specialist for the 3,400-student
Burlington, Vt., school district, Ms.
Stears says she is also able to show other
teachers "where the lessons they are

Profassor Ted Marsden of Norwich
University helps teachers with math.

teaching are leading their students”
Every educator here in this grand stone
hall at the University of Vermont on a
frigid Friday last moath is taking part in
a pregram whose goal is to make mathe-
maticians out of eleroentary school teach-
ers. Responsible for teaching many sub-
Jects, teachers of the lower grades often
Continued on Page 14

Schools Enlist Specialists
To Teach Science Lessons

BY LINDA JACOBSON

As science gets squeezed in the ele-
mentary cwrriculum, at least two Florida
districts are trying a new approach to
keeping hands-on lessons a part of

. pupils' experiences.
Because of the priority given to federal .

requirements in reading and math, *we're
getting a lot of teachers saying that their
principals have come in and literally said,
‘Stop teaching science,'” said Gerald F.
Wheeler, the executive director of the Na-
tional Science Teachers Association,

In the past year, though, both the Bro-
ward and Palm Beach county districts have
increased the number of science specialists

Continued on Page 15
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States Given

More Leeway
On Test Rule

3-Year Average Allowed
On Participation Rates

BY ERIK W. ROBELEN

The U.S. Department of Education's
latest move to grant more flexibility
under the No Child Left Behind Act, this
time aimed at helping schools that nar-
rowly miss the law's requirement for
high participation on standardized tests,
was generally welcomed last week. But
the appetite for further adjustments ap-
pears to be growing.

The new policy allows states to average
participation rates for a given school over
two or three years if that school misses the
federal threshold in its most recent test-
ing. It-also permits a student to be ex-
cluded from a school’s calculation in the
case of a serious medical emergency.

“We are listening and making common-
sense adjustments,” Secretary of Educatign
Rod Paige said-in announcing the change
ou March 29 before the Orlando, Fla., con-
vention of the National School Boards Asso-
ciation. At the same time, he emphasized
that the law's test-participation mandate is
“not some arbitrary policy”

“It is at the heart of No Child Left Be-
hind. ... It ensures that every child
counts,” Mr. Paige told the NS3s members.

‘Flaws Remain’

Under the federal law, beyond showing
academic progress, schools must demon-
strate that at least 95 percent of students
participated in statewide tests. The rule
must be met for students schoolwide, as

" well as for subgroups of students, such as

those who are poor or are members of racial

minorities.
Edward J. McElroy, the secretary-
treasurer of the American Federation of
Continued on Page 28

3  ELC BOARD MEMBERS RESIGN
Four prominent membeérs
resign from the board of the
Education Leaders Council,

6  'SCHOLASTIC AUDITS' PAY OFF
Reviews of school practices
in Kentucky are credited with
producing big improvements,

22 FEDERAL LAW QUESTIONED

The No Child Left Behind Act

is unpopular with a growing

minority of voters; a poll finds.







