What are my students doing while I teach?

Purpose

Although you may be in front of your classroom or walking among your students, it can be difficult to observe all their individual and interactive behaviors. After all you only have to attend to content, and manage to be interesting and motivating while you accommodate an array of learning styles, learning rates, differentiate your instruction and synthesize all of these into being a reflective about what’s happening. 

Do not let this discourage you. That’s why teachers are paid the big bucks! Like any professional artist, scientist, or athlete, behaviors are learned one by one until managing this array of complex tasks become secondary to your classroom performance and you can focus on what students are learning.  Just as the trip of a thousand miles begins with the first step, as long as you persevere  and keep reflecting upon what went on,  it will get easier and easier. 

Novice teachers tend to focus on getting content across to students. ( Novice Teachers' Reflectivity upon Their Classroom Management.)  As the teacher begins to feel more comfortable with content they then can focus upon student behavior and finally whether their students are learning.  

Assignment

The purpose of this assignment is to help you better see what your students are doing while you are teaching.  

1. Using a digital video camera ask someone (fellow student intern, cooperating teacher or supervising teacher) to capture what is going on from your perspective while you are teaching for 5-10 minutes. They will not focus on taping you at this time, but your students, particularly any they note having behavior problems be they category A, B or C as defined by Kyle and Rogien in Chapters 11, 12  & 13 of your text. Ideally this will be a lesson in which you are providing direct instruction. 

2. After the lesson, without looking at the taped episode, record what you noticed about student behavior and whether you thought students learned the things you wanted them to learn. 

3. Next look at the tape by yourself and record any aberrant student behaviors that you didn’t note prior to looking at the video. 

4. Invite your fellow student intern ( as a critical friend) to watch the video with you and ask them to note and discuss with you instances where students might have either been not listening, off task or disrupting others. 

5. Hand in a well written and organized paper than identifies in 4-5 pages

a. The context of your teaching episode (time of day, date, subject, purpose, grade, # of students, etc.)

b. your initial reflection (step 2)

c. observations after looking at the video (step 3) and how you might have reacted in retrospect.

d. Your reflection after viewing the tape with a “critical” friend (step 4)

e. thoughts about any discrepancies, things you would have done differently, and what you learned. 

Permission:

You cannot video tape children without parental permission. Find out what your school policy is on this. Your video will NOT go on to the Internet or be published in your ePortfolio. Your observation and reflection might be if you wish,  but no children will ever be identified by name. The purpose of the video is for your own edification, not for public dissemination in any way. Keeping that in mind, make sure you are inline with your school’s policy. 

Equipment: 

You will also need to purchase a digital video tape. These are readily available in almost any store that sells electronics-Circuit City, Staples,  Best Buy etc. You will also need a digital video camera. Find out if your school has one. If not, your supervising teaching from UVM can borrow one for you. 

