Advice to make it through the first few weeks…

1. Voice Tone

a. Don’t plead or whine

b. Speak assuredly with authority

c. Remember Alpha and Beta behaviors and appropriate responses

2. Voice Language

a. Make Statements, don’t ask questions…..

1. Eric, would you please sit down?   

2. Please Eric, will you sit down.

3. Eric, you need to sit down now.

4. Eric, sit

5. (non verbal indicators)

b. Model politeness

3. Presence

a. Keep the momentum going. Avoid sidetracks or birdwalks

b. Private sanctions where possible, perhaps with some drama

c. Get to know the kids learning strengths and make it known that you do.

d. A positive phone call is worth its weight in gold

e. Doorway greetings go a long way to learning how the kids are coming in.

f. Be prepared and ready when the kids arrive. Make sure you have all your materials prepared. Your focus is on them!

g. Use your EYES and look at all the students when you are teaching. Don’t turn your back to the class, even when writing on the board, look at them. Grow eyes in the back of your head if you need to.

4. Privates

a. Keep your underwear covered

b. No cleavage showing front or back

c. Dress professionally, you are not one of the kids, you are their teacher.

5. Proxemics

a. Scan all while paying individual attention

b. Don’t block yourself off-work the perimeters

c. Demonstrate you know what’s going on even where you aren’t 

d. Assume you are always in charge-don’t wait for your cooperating teacher to intervene-maybe set this up before hand.

AND REMEMBER YOU CAN DO IT!

