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think himself in the Elysian fields,” wrote Bougamville. "I
thought 1 was transported into the garden of Eden; we cross

turf covered with hne fruit trees, and intersecred by little mvu-
lets, which kept up a pleasant coolness in the air.™! Bougain-
_.,.___.u..f Tahiti was La Nouvelle Cythére home of Venus

ery air the people breathe, their sungs, their dances, all cons
to call to mind the sweets of love, and all engage to give the
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starting assumption, recently (though by no means eriginally)
expressed by Simon Shama in his Landscape and Memory, is
that “landscapes are culture before they are natu
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The idea of paradise

& most common word m_u_u:f d o Pac
is “paradise.”
ern cultural memaory,
Many ¢z

oolden ages of b

[ndo-European

peace betwe

had men ;
Eden, late f oot nto 2 worl
and dunger, The idea of an earchls
Christ

OmMen creattd m p

m.:.. ..T_

time in Christan
h

find dancm

OTC CATT

pastoral sertings, a

stomuch of Greek n

meepts ol para

tholo

from early |

of paradizc

The guestion of locar

Had it surviv

LLRC T al o rea

Ind it coneain the wealth of Kie

ated? The tree-planting scher

_._.__.r._._—_.:.

es in Fpvpr, India, and

0 rec

and seventeenth-century F

actuatly hnding
had faded.®

hur such

rekindled for

iy when Spain a

rastward o India and pevond and

Durch, French, and Brinsh <o
this unpreceden Lol

initime technolopy and +

tollowed. Europ
scale was a producr of

ith the psychologica

tional know m_r._,_w._p.

NCHITNC TTRErATIY

atlon-states in-search of

domains, particular

w0

ature 45 Cultore

however, lay the “‘search for Eden’—a phenomenon whaose
roots lay in a complex of Furopean, Arabic and Indian philo-
sophical traditions, ™ The Renaissance emphasis on the golden
aps of Greek classical rradivion sharpened the imaginative fand-
scape of paradise. The Reformation spiced its politico-religions
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seribed the imhabitants as “naked.” “timid,” “guile-
less.” “generous,™ and “content,” with a potential to become
T
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century it was generally accepted that there was probably a
huge southern land to rﬂ_;:na the Eurapean/MNorth i: an/
Asian landmass. Theoretical geographers elaimed that it would
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sense that it was never there. It had not been found in the West
Indies or the Atlantic and Indian Oceans, and it was not in the
Pacific vither, Even those who claimed
lar location, and perhaps helieved that it was {and T have quoted
some af them), were not stupid enough not to realize that there
was also some parallel reality—such as violence, perverse sex,
infanticide, cannibalism—t! hat comtradicted the image of Eden,
As travelers became more niliar with the Pacific islands,
indeed, even by the rime of Cook’s second voyage, the earlie
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Roberr James Fletcher, with a degree in chemistry from
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flowers unceasingly fills the air. The wealth of tropical vegeta-
tion, the abundance of fruait, the waving palms, the wide acres
of sugar cane, the happy natives, and the sea breaking in long
rolling waves over the coral reefs . . . all these make up a picture
that combine to emphasize the novelty and augment the charms
of this Paradise of the Pacific. ™0
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There are numerpus modern sites, Some are designed for o
mass rourist marker and offer whar the sociolo m, ts of tourism
call “pseudo-events™ and “staged authenticities.” most notably
the Polynesian Cultural Center in Hawai',% Afrer Pear]l Harbor
ir ts the most visited location on the island for Hawai® _1_._??
million tourists cach year At the Polynesian Calural Cen
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wilderness. . ., The image came to me again, of the Pacfic as a
wiverse, and the islands like stars in all that space.”™!

The essence of modern tourism. as opposed to ranning
away to the islands, is thar there is no chance of “going native,”
of being exposed to physical and ether dangers, or even of hav-
ing Romantic dreams of island living dashed. It is all too quick
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