
Invasive Species 
Taxonomic Name:  Berberis vulgaris 
 
Common Name:  Common barberry 
 
Physical Description: 
 

Growth Type:  Berberis vulgaris is a shrub that can grow up to 
10 feet in height. Branches arch from the ground.  

 
Leaves: The leaves are arranged on the stem in an alternate 
fashion. Leaves on older stems are clustered in groups of 2 – 5. 
The leaves are a dull green and have an elliptical shape. The 
leaves are rather coarse with a spiny edge. This species does not 
have any selections with ornamental foliage.  Common barberry 
does not have any noticeable fall color.  
 

 
Flowers:  In spring this plant develops pendulous clusters of 
flowers that are about ½ inch in diameter and are bright yellow.  



 
Fruit:  In fall this plant develops small berries that are 1/3-1/2 
inch in length. The berries are red, hang in clusters and persist 
after the leaves have fallen.  
 

Bark:  Reddish-brown bark with ¾ inch thorns at the nodes on 
the stems. 
   

Invasive Nature:  This plant spreads primarily through dispersal of 
seeds that are eaten in the berries by birds and animals.  
 
Coverage Area:   
 

 
 
Sources: 
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=BEVU  
http://pharm1.pharmazie.uni-greifswald.de/gallery/liebermn.htm
http://ontariowildflowers.com/mondaygarden/article.php?id=0112
http://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/boga/html/Berberis_vulgaris_Foto.html
http://biology.missouristate.edu/Herbarium/Plants%20of%20the%20Interior%20Highlands/
photographs_of_flowering_plants_B.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berberis_vulgaris
http://www.genhealth.com/barberry.htm
http://www.ibiblio.org/pfaf/cgi-bin/arr_html?Berberis+vulgaris
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