Invasive Species
Taxonomic Name: Acer platanoides

Common Name: Norway maple
Physical Description:

Growth Type: Acer platanoides is a medium to large shade
tree, typically 40’ to 60’ tall, but can reach 90'. It is rounded crown
shape and densely :

branched, often wider
than tall when open
grown. It grows rapidly
when young.

Leaves: The leaves
are arranged opposite

to subopposite. They
are star shaped and

the leaf blade length

and width is 4” to 8”.

The leaf has uniform dark
green color and milky sap is
visible when the petiole is
broken. The leaves often
turn a uniform yellow color
by the end of October . A
purple (nearly black) leaf
variety known as ‘Crimson
King’ is widely planted.
Flowers: 1/3” yellowish-green in clusters in sprlng before the
plant has leaves. Rather showy!

Fruit: A flattened seed attached to a
wing about 1 1/2” to 2” long (samara).
The samaras are joined together at
180 °and form a schizocarp. They
ripen in fall and are produced in
copious quantities.

Bark: Grayish black with small ridges
and shallow furrows.




Invasive nature: Acer platanoides has invaded understory forest
areas. Its dense canopy reduces species diversity beneath. Acer
platanoides also releases toxins into the soil that inhibit growth
and reproduction of native species. Acer platanoides produces
copious guantities of winged seeds in fall with a high rate of
germination the following spring.

Coverage Area

[ District of Colu
[ Hawaii

[ JPuetoRico ACFL
[ wingin I=lands

Sources:

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/trees-

new/acer platanoides.html

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ACPL
http://hort.ufl.edu/trees/ACEPLAF.pdf
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/Idplants/acpl12.htm
http://www.invasivespecies.net/database/species/ecology.asp?fr=1&si=979&st
s=

http://mwvww.hort.uconn.edu/Plants/a/acepla/aceplal.html
http://www.cnr.vt.edu/dendro/dendrology/syllabus/factsheet.cfm?ID=6



http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/trees-new/acer_platanoides.html
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/factsheets/trees-new/acer_platanoides.html
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ACPL
http://hort.ufl.edu/trees/ACEPLAF.pdf
http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants/acpl12.htm
http://www.invasivespecies.net/database/species/ecology.asp?fr=1&si=979&sts
http://www.invasivespecies.net/database/species/ecology.asp?fr=1&si=979&sts
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/Plants/a/acepla/acepla1.html
http://www.cnr.vt.edu/dendro/dendrology/syllabus/factsheet.cfm?ID=6

