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A Message from Bev 

The ALANA Student Center is happy to announce that our brand new position, The 

Coordinator for Programs and Student Leadership Development, has been filled by 

Monique Swaby. Monique joined our team this summer and quickly excelled. We 

are so happy that she can now serve our students and the institution in new ways. 

As Coordinator, Monique will focus on implementing our internal and external 

programs and developing the rich potential for ongoing ALANA student leadership 

on this campus. 

Please join me in congratulating Monique in her new role! 
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Black Student Unionôs 

Soul Food Social 

On Saturday, October 4, 2008, The Black Student 

Union (BSU) hosted its annual Soul Food Social in 

the Grand Maple Ballroom of the Dudley H. Davis 

Center.  The event was so popular this year that, as 

the BSU Executive Board were introducing 

themselves, the Davis Center staff were rolling out 

more tables to accommodate the great number of 

people still flowing in. 

Wanda Heading-Grant gave a powerful 

opening in which she stated that ñsoul food not only 

fills us, it warms our hearts and brings all people 

together.ò  Pattrese Reynolds filled the entire room 

with a rich rendition of ñLift Every Voice and Singò 

and, after a few minor, technical difficulties Learie 

C. Nurse performed a song for the large crowd as 

well. 

The Jazz Trio performed as people began 

to head toward the food tables, which set a nice 

mood in the ballroom.  There was a variety of soul 

food, from salad to chicken and rice to lasagna, both 

meat and vegetarian.  Delicious corn bread squares 

topped off the selection and, with that, people began 

to return to their seats for the dinner entertainment. 

First up was the Catamount Dance Crew 

who performed a high-energy, spicy routine.  The 

Crew was followed by the Salsa and Swing society 

who had prepared an upbeat salsa for the ballroom 

crowd.  The evening of performances ended with 

the Urban Flava Step Team, dressed in black and 

white to differentiate between old and new 

members. 

Overall, the evening was one of great food, 

even greater company, and was a soulfully 

enriching, warm experience.  Thank you BSU and 

all who worked so hard to make this amazing event 

possible! 

 

BY:  MEGHAN McCORMICK, ASC Student 

Employee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Alianza Latinaôs 

Noche de Cultura 

BY:  MEGHAN McCORMICK, ASC 

Student Employee 

 

On October 18
th
, 2008, in the Grand Maple Ballroom of the 

Dudley H. Davis Center, Alianza Latina hosted its annual Noche de 

Cultura for a room full of students and staff eager to join in the 

experience.  Keynote Speaker Pamela Gardner, who was advisor to 

Alianza Latina for 16 years, told her story of identity confusion and 

struggles at the University of Vermont.  ñIf UVM did not attract 

more students of color, the University would not survive and neither 

would the students that were here,ò she stated, while going on to 

discuss the hard work of the students that fought for recognition and 

support of the minorities on campus when she was a student. 

After a warm round of applause for Gardner, Alianza 

Latinaôs 20
th
 President, Jennifer Nival, stood to introduce the 

Special Guest and co-founder of the organization, Mr. Philip 

Gonzalez.  His co-founder, Mr. Cesar Murillo, was unable to be at 

the program because he was lost to the horrible events of September 

11, 2001.  Gonzalez held a moment of silence in Murilloôs honor.  

He then went on to discuss the hardships he faced as a student in his 

efforts to build a better community for Latino/a students on campus.  

He talked about the isolation Latinos face, pointing out that in his 

graduating class in high school, he was the only Puerto Rican out of 

700 students!  Gonzalez, Murillo, and others faced the hardships and 

fought through them, building a Latino/a community far greater than 

they had imagined possible.  This was obvious by Gonzalezôs 

reaction when he stepped to the podium to speak in front of a 

ballroom full to the walls of people eager to hear his story.   

The evening continued with a variety of wonderful 

homemade dishes and native recipes, which was followed by a 

performance from the Salsa and Swing Society.  There was music in 

the air throughout the meal and continuing into the night and, more 

often than not, the dance floor was covered with moving feet and 

smiling faces.  Dessert was made available to those that stayed to 

enjoy the activity, and the dancing continued until feet grew tired 

and the Davis Center staff began to clean up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Check out photos from 
the ALANA Halloween 

Dance Party! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


