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In remembrance of our ancestorséa day for the deadé  

Dia De Los Muertos 
The original celebration can be 
traced to many Mesoamerican 
native traditions, such as the 
festivities held during the Aztec 
month of Miccailhuitontli, ritually 
presided by the "Lady of the Dead" 
(Mictecacihuatl), and dedicated to 
children and the dead. In the Aztec 
calendar, this ritual fell roughly at 
the end of the Gregorian month of 
July and the beginning of August, 
but in the post conquest era it was 
moved by Spanish priests so that it 
coincided with the Christian holiday 
of All Hallows Eve (in Spanish: "Día 
de Todos Santos.") This was a vain 
effort to transform the observance 
from a profane to a Christian 
celebration. The result is that 
Mexicans now celebrate the day of 
the dead during the first two days 
of November, rather than at the 
beginning of summer. But 
remember the dead they still do, 
and the modern festivity is 
characterized by the traditional 
Mexican blend of ancient aboriginal 
and introduced Christian features. 

The Day of the Dead can range 
from being a very important cultural 
event, with defined social and 

22: 
Number of states in which Latinos are the 
largest minority group. These states are: 

Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Florida, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Maine, 

Massachusetts, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, 

Oregon, Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, Vermont, 
Washington and Wyoming. 

 

economic responsibilities for 
participants (exhibiting the socially 
equalizing behavior that social 
anthropologists would call 
redistributive feasting, e.g. on the 
island of Janitzio in Michoacan state), 
to being a religious observance 
featuring actual worship of the dead 
(e.g., as in Cuilapan, Oaxaca, an 
ancient capital of the Zapotec people, 
who venerated their ancestors and 
whose descendants do so to this day, 
an example of many traditional 
practices that Spanish priests pretend 
not to notice), to simply being a 
uniquely Mexican holiday 
characterized by special foods and 
confections (the case in all large 
Mexican cities.)  

In general, the more urban the setting 
within Mexico the less religious and 
cultural importance is retained by 
observants, while the more rural and 
Indian the locality the greater the 
religious and economic import of the 
holiday. Because of this, this 
observance is usually of greater social 
importance in southern Mexico than in 
the northern part of the country. 

 

Student Center  
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The staff of the Alana student center would like to thank you... 

for coming out to our first Community Meeting of the year. 

Cheers to Justin Gerboc for a great presentation on -Campus 
leadership and the Alana student community-. 

SHOUT OUTS TO THE ORGS! 
The ALANA Affiliated Student Organizations! 

 
Alianza Latina  

For an awesome Noche de Cultura with a great 
performance from SASS! 

Asian American Student Union  
For sponsoring Yellow Rage! 

Black Student Union 
For a successful Soul Food Social and fundraising for 

sickle cell research! 
Council for Unity 

Their weekend student outreach program with 
Christopher Columbus High School! 

Omicron Lambda Pi Multicultural Sorority Inc. 
For their tie dye and bake sale fundraiser for research 

on breast cancer! 
E-mail the presidents for more information or pick up a brochure at 

the ALANA Student Center. 

²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ 
to do GEAR? You get to 
hang out with us! 

hƻƘΧ!ƳŀƴŘŀ ϧ ²ƛƴƎȅƛƴ 
found a cool stick shelter! 

The person 
that makes 
it all 
possible. 
Thank you 
Andrew 
Kehl! 

LǘΩǎ LƴŘƛŀΗ рл 
feet up a rock 
face! 
Spiderwoman! 



Check out photos from 
the ALANA Halloween 

Dance Party! 
Special thanks to Jennifer Diaz, 
Nicole Constantine, Briana Martin, Janelle 
Morris, Quaniece Sellters, India Gaut, Jem 

Hughes, Supriya Serchan, Jiaxin Yu, Angelica 
Morales, Ariel Commins, Han Duong, Samantha 

Du, Jennifer Nival, Amanda Wong  
For volunteering! 
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Congrats to (from left to right) Nydia Guity (Marge Simpson), unidentified 
Halo dude, and Erika Rivera for winning the costume contest!  
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is looking for more Awareness & Action Advocates for the Spring Semester. 
e-mail Patricia..Nguyen@uvm..edu for more details. 

 


