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SERVING THE AFRICAN, LATINO, ASIAN, NATIVE AMERICAN AND MULTIRACIAL COMMUNITY MEMBERS AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT. 

DaVaughn Vincent-Bryan reflects on his experience serving as the 2007-

2008 SGA Vice President. 

ALANA in Good Hands 

The night of the ALANA Banquet was 
one of the most surreal experiences of 
my life. To be called before my peers, 
loved ones and friends, to be granted 
the honor of having my name 
associated with a goal a mission I hold 
so dear; that of the fostering, 
development and preservation of 
community. It was an experience I 
never thought I would have and will 
never forget.  

However, aside from the great sense 
of pride I felt, feelings and thanks 
washed over me and I thought of the 
women who supported me throughout 
this journey. Dot Brauer empowered 
me to own, love and respect my queer 
identity. Bev Colston allowed me to 
understand that I am more than any 
single one of my identities, that they 
were a part of a larger whole. 
 
However, my strongest ally this year 
has been my Presidential partner 
Kesha Ram. This time one year ago, 
Kesha and I assumed the roles of SGA 
President and Vice President. We took 

DID YOU 
KNOW? 

 
The Student Government Association 

dedicates over 20,000 dollars to 
supplement funding for events of a 

cultural or religious nature in order to 
enhance diversity and benefit the 

campus as a whole?  
Itôs called theé 

 

Diversity Enhancement 

Fund!  

an oath to serve, defend and advocate 
on behalf of all undergraduate students. 
However, the night of our inauguration 
was not the first time we had heard 
these words, and it was not the first 
time we had assumed the charge to 
achieve these goals. While our paths 
reflect differing pavings, the direction 
and final destination remained the 
same. 
 
She assumed roles of advocacy for the 
environment, as well as economic equity 
through participation and leadership of 
organization such as the Student Labor 
Action Project (S.L.A.P.) and Students for 
Peace and Global Justice (SfPGJ). In 
parallel, I focused on cultural diversity 
and pluralism, creating the Council for 
Unity to provide support for those who 
wished to learn more about themselves, 
their history and personal narrative as 
well as others who inhabited our 
community. All that said, at the core of 
our work stood the ideals of community 
and a passion for the furtherance of 
social justice. 
 
>>continued on page 3>> 
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The ALANA Student Center 

will be closed from May 19 -

25
th

. 

SHOUT OUTS TO THE ORGS! 

The ALANA Affiliated Student Organizations!  

 
To AASU, Alianza Latina, BSU, CFU, Urban Flava, OLPΧ 

 
For all the amazing programming that you do for this campus, 

For the support you give to students that are looking for community, 
For sharing your heritage and your culture to UVM, 

For being role modeling leaders on this campus, 
For inspiring and motivating new leaders, 

For being you. 
 

Congrats on a great year! 
Good luck next year! 

ALANA in Good Hands  
(Continued from page 1) 

I have known Kesha for four years, and in that time, I have grown as she has and we have learned so much 
separately and collectively. It was not by chance that we have also grown into roles of formal leadership. As the 
Student Government Association's first executive leadership team of color, we have worked hard to provide 
access, visibility and a more a dynamic level of support for our peers. 
 
Now we stand a year later, having experienced resistance and challenges, and yet made stronger by the journey. 
As we pass the torch to those who will come after, I can say that I have learned that anything worth truly having, 
whether that is change, respect or growth never comes without challenge, hurt or frustration. We were 
deterred by this but not defeated, challenged but not broken and as I look ahead knowing that folks like Dot and 
Bev will continue to be apart of this community, I know folks like Kesha and I will continue to have the support 
needed to promote a better UVM. 

 
 

 



 

   

ALANA Student Center Award Recipients 
 

The Lufuno Tshikororo Emerging Leader Award 

Han Duong & Jonathan Castillo 

 

Roger Summers Award 

Channel Hamilton 

 

Rodney Patterson Award 

Briana Martin 

 

Allan B. Urgent Multicultural Leadership Award 

Lillian Agyei & DaVaughn Vincent-Bryan 

 

Timothy Shiner Award 

Conner McFadden 

 

Ram Vincent-Bryan Community Builders Award 

Jonathan Mejia & Gabriela Da Silva Riley 

 

Outstanding Graduate Student 

Rebecca Stanfield McCrown 

Elizabeth Guevara 

 

Outstanding Club Advisor 

Sarah Childs 

 

Outstanding Staff Award 

Alvin Sturdivant & Stacey Miller 

 

Outstanding Faculty Award 

Clare Ginger 



● ● ● 

For Love of the World  
by  

Charlotte Tall Mountain  
 

For the love of a tree, she went out on a limb  
For the love of the sea, she rocked the boat  
For the love of the earth, she dug deeper  

For the love of community, she mended fences  
For the love of the stars, she let her light shine  
For the love of the spirit, she nurtured her soul  

For the love of a good time, she sowed seeds of happiness  
For the love of the Goddess, she drew down the moon  

For the love of nature, she made compost  
For the love of a good meal, she gave thanks  

For the love of family, she reconciled differences  
For the love of creativity, she entertained possibilities  
For the love of her enemies, she suspended judgment  
For the love of herself, she acknowledged her worth  

And the world was richer for her 
● ● ● 

 

 

To my beloved community members:  
 

As you all know, I will not be returning in the fall as the Assistant Director at the ALANA Student Center. I 
will be moving on in my personal and professional life, but I want you all to know how rich my life has been 
because of all of you with whom I have worked and served. My time at UVM seemed to have flown by so 

quickly, but in my 4 years, I have witnessed greatness in many of you, and the relationships that I have 
established will undoubtedly last in my fondest memories and in the work that I intend to pursue. My 

leadership has only been enhanced because of the ways you have all taught me how to learn, love, and 
grow. I could only hope I have made a portion of the impact you have all made on me as a student, 

professional, and friend. The ALANA Student Center, and the ALANA community has consistently provided a 
"home away from home" for many of you, and it has done the same for me as many of you are considered 
my UVM family; and family is never forgotten. I wish you all the best in your future endeavors, and please 

do not hesitate to get in contact with me to simply catch up, share some memories, or revel in your 
successes.  

 
To my Students:  

You have been my inspiration being at UVM, and I often witness and admire your strength, gaining so much 
from your own wisdom and life experiences. You are at the heart of what I do, and it is because of you all 
that I wake up every morning knowing I will see you in the Center and in my office, and leaving each day a 

better person than when I came in that morning. You will never be forgotten, and I wish you all the love and 
support in your time at UVM and beyond.  

 
To my Friends and Colleagues:  

You have taught me so much about how to navigate the personal and professional through our interactions 
and collaborations. Thanks to all of you whom I have worked with in some capacity, as you have provided 

me with a breadth of knowledge I will hold on to forever. You all have been one o f the reasons I have 
stayed at UVM this long (4 years was not in my plan), as it was those honest and meaningful relationships 

that kept working at UVM so enjoyable, often feeling accomplished and appreciated. Thank you for all that 
you do, and your admirable work with our students.  

 
I wish you all the best, and thank you from the 

 bottom of my heart for simply sharing yourselves with me.  
 

With love and gratitude,  
     Nick Negrete  

 

 òDonõt think Racial Aikido is group of people of color      

                                          ganging up on the white race. ó 

Dear Community Friends,  

 

You did it! Congratulations to all - students, 

faculty and staff - on making it through this 

academic year. We are thankful for the many 

ways in which our lives were enriched by each 

other this year. As you leave, please consider the 

words of Charlotte Tall Mountain in her poem, 

"For Love of the World." May love guide your 

next steps wherever you go. 

 

-ASC Crew 


