NR206 Individual reflection paper (~1500 - 2000 words)

This paper is a final opportunity for an integrated reflection on the NR206 experience.  It should draw heavily on your group project experience while integrating ideas/themes found in readings and presented in class.

Your reflection paper should address each of the following in an integrated way:

1) Briefly describe the project experience (who, what, when, where, why).

2) Reflect on the experience from three perspectives (some prompts/guiding questions are included but strive for an integrated reflection):

· Civic perspective:  What were we trying to accomplish?  Did we solve the problem? What were the impacts of our work (intended and unintended)?  What were the measures of our success?  What additional steps are needed? 

· Academic perspective:  What specific elements of the course related to this experience? What similarities and differences are there between the perspective offered by our academic material and the situation as it in fact unfolded?  How does this experience enhance my knowledge of a specific reading, framework or concept offered during course?  Does it challenge or reinforce my prior understanding?  

· Personal perspective: What assumptions or expectations did I bring to the situation? What personal strengths/weaknesses did the experience reveal? What personal skills would I like to have had in order to have handled it better and how might I develop them?  How did this experience reveal my own attitudes or biases?  Do I need to make any changes in these attitudes?

3) Demonstrate synthesis of new ideas or perspectives

4) Articulate learning and goals:

· What did I learn?  How, specifically, did I learn it?  Why does the learning matter? In what ways will I use this learning? 
Rubric for final reflection paper:

Provides a concise description of the project experience 


30 pts

Demonstrates a thoughtful and integrated analysis of the project 

50 pts

experience from a civic, academic, and personal perspective

Integrates ideas from lecture, guest presenters, and readings


40 pts

Moves beyond observation and description to demonstrate


40 pts

synthesis of new ideas and perspectives

Articulates learning and goals






40 pts

Demonstrates professionalism (timely submission, appropriate and

50 pts.

consistent use of citations, logical organization, concise and 

clear language, appropriate use of grammar and mechanics)

 Total: 250 points

