ommunities, Publics,
and the News




How and Why Does
News Matter!?

® Noam Chomsky: News should report the
truth on important public issues, but
instead it distracts or lies, and people

therefore vote for conservatives or don't
vote at all

® Schudson: this is too simple. News is a
"subtle cultural influence on human affairs,
not an overt force controlling society."




Two Poles of the Public

® The Public as Community, a
place for consensus and
solidarity
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The ldea of a Public
Sphere

Public Space
People are free to talk in an unconstrained way
People are on equal terms

[ )
@ People follow rules or norms of discourse
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The Nation as an Imagined Community

® Benedict Anderson: The Nation "is an imagined political community -
- and imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign."

® |t is imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will
never know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear
of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their
communion.”

® "The nation is imagined as limited because even the largest of them
encompassing perhaps a billion living human beings, has finite, if elastic
boundaries, beyond which lie other nations. No nation imagines itself
coterminous with mankind. The most messianic nationalists do not
dream of a day when all the members of the human race will join
their nation in the way that it was possible, in certain epochs, for, say,
Christians to dream of a wholly Christian planet.”

® "Finally, it is imagined as a community, because, regardless of the
actual inequality and exploitation that may prevail in each, the nation
is always conceived as a deep, horizontal comradeship. Ultimately it is
this fraternity that makes it possible, over the past two centuries, for
so many millions of people, not so much to kill, as willingly to die for
such limited imaginings."
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® Imagined Communities
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Colchester educator is Teacher of the -
Year

Published: Wednasday, Septembar 18, 2007
VAOIni8| By Matt Sutkoski

AUGCHONTCoIn Free Press Staff Writer

COLCHESTER - Diane Bahrenburg, Vermont's
newest Teacher of the Year, cried a little Tuesday
afterncon on the Colchester High School Auditorium
stage.
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work with you," she told the students. "But my job
Travel just got better today."
Contact Newsroom Colchest
Bahrenburg, 51, of Colchester said her selection ag ' “olchester
TOWNS e 21, . E . . . il |
Teacher of the Year was mostly the product of a Hire damages Lolchester home, closes WL 12

. * The Green Mountain Iron Dog & Dog Business Ex
successful school system built on the expertise b Interactive home axerch . - e wiork w

Enteriainment
Music

Forums

Burlington







Two Poles of the Public

® Imagined Communities










Two Poles of the Public

® Imagined Communities







<

ol AT WAR
** \\ FROM THE FRENZIED BUiLDUP TO

f THE JOYDUS HOMECOMING

I
e
L

*

n\"h

e
.
it
-

J_L-










Two Poles of the Public

® Imagined Communities




The History of News

® Ways in which history matters: "conditions not
of our own making”

® The printing press and the distribution of
knowledge:
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The Birth of Media
Gatekeeping

=

The modern newspaper is born on November 29,
1814, when The London Times became the first
newspaper to be printed by steam, allowing for
larger circulation at lower cost. On the first day of
the machine's operation, troops were hired to
prevent violence by soon-to-be-unemployed print
shop workers.




® The "Penny
Press":The New
York Sun began
publication
September 3,
1833, as a
morning
newspaper
(edited by
Benjamin Day
with the slogan "It
Shines for All")
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Concepts from Schudson

® Culture vs. direct effects: framing, moral
amplification and reinforcement

® Professionalism: as much problem as solution




