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Author Overview

Professor of journalism and sociology and chair of the Ph. D. program in Communications at Columbia University. Earlier, he was for sixteen years a professor of sociology and director of the mass communications program at the University of California, Berkeley, and then for seven years a professor of culture, journalism and sociology at New York University. 
Books:

· The Whole World is Watching: Mass Media in the Making and Unmaking of the Left(1980);

· Inside Prime Time(1983): 

· The Sixties: Years of Hope, Days of Rage(1987); 

· The Twilight of Common Dreams: Why America is Wracked by Culture Wars(1995); 

· Media Unlimited: How the Torrent of Images and Sounds Overwhelms Our Lives(2002); 

· The Intellectuals and the Flag(2006). 

· Occupy Nation: The Roots, the Spirit, and the Promise of Occupy Wall Street (2012)
Some Quotations

From The Port Huron Statement 1962:

We are people of this generation, bred in at least modest comfort,  housed now in universities, looking uncomfortably to the world we  inherit. … we began to see  complicated and disturbing paradoxes in our surrounding America. The  declaration "all men are created equal . . . rang hollow before the  facts of Negro life in the South and the big cities of the North. The  proclaimed peaceful intentions of the United States contradicted its  economic and military investments in the Cold War status quo. …. While two-thirds of mankind  suffers undernourishment, our own upper classes revel amidst superfluous  abundance. … Although mankind desperately needs  revolutionary leadership, America rests in national stalemate, its goals ambiguous and tradition-bound instead of informed and clear, its  democratic system apathetic and manipulated rather than "of, by, and for  the people." 

….. Some would have us believe that Americans feel contentment amidst  prosperity -- but might it not better be called a glaze above deeply felt anxieties about their role in the new world? And if these  anxieties produce a developed indifference to human affairs, do they not  as well produce a yearning to believe there is an alternative to the present, that something can be done to change circumstances in the  school, the workplaces, the bureaucracies, the government? It is to  this latter yearning, at once the spark and engine of change, that we  direct our present appeal. 

. …. The goal of man and  society should be human independence: a concern not with image of popularity but with finding a meaning in life that is personally  authentic: … one with an intuitive  awareness of possibilities, an active sense of curiosity, an ability and  willingness to learn. …. This kind of independence does not mean egoistic individualism -- the  object is not to have one's way so much as it is to have a way that is  one's own. 

From Inside Prime Time

"How the possible instruments of pleasure and enlightenment became the tools of stupefaction is one of the revealing tales of our time."

"Network knowledge is learned, debated, interpreted within a world view, a more or less systematic style of thought.  The networks are like other large enterprises.  There is a common ethos and a defining spirit, a command structure that systematically rewards and punishes for mastering the system's rules, that imposes its own style of thought on its recruits."

