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The l\ot-So Hidden

Cos ts  o f  Consumpt ion
by Stepltanie Kaza,

Abstract: High rates oi consuntption in the indus-
trialized nations drive high rates of resource
t'.xtraction and ecosystem degradation. Market the-
orr/ assumptions justify relentless production,
especially of ntass-produced itents that generate a
high profit margin. Clobalization of Anterican
products and advertising stereott,pes can displace
local cultures and values, prontoting a social
ntortoculture based on consuntption values. The
ltroduction and consuntption oi large quantities of
ntaterial goods leaves behind an enormous eco-
lc;g,ical v,ake of habitat destruction, toxic v,aste,
,r ncl species decintation.

Tfie global consuntption system is perpetrated
bt, iive nta jor plal,ers: producers, advertisers,
nteclia, government, and transnational corpora-
tions. Together they have placed global trade and
tlte cultural ideology of high consuntption at the
top c;f the vvorld agenda. Projects challenging this
agenda include education, active resistance,
changing structural policies, and rebuilding cul-
ture and communitv.

unrnr ingbi rd p lacentats,  an iguana nrouse pacl .  a  s tLr{1! r l  l ,a l r leasle tor ' . . .  I  g lanr 'er l  t l r rougl r
the la test  conrpendiunr  of  consunrer  baul l les f lor l  lhc \at ior ra l  \ \ ' i l t l l i fe  Fedelat iorr .  I t !
fa l l  cata log seasor l  anr . l  I 'm inundated b1 's l ick s tatks of  a l lu l ing achert isenrents.  \ \ ' l ro

t t t i tkes a l l  these th ings,  I  r ronder? \ \ 'ho needs thenr? And r .hr , .  pra l  te l l .  are thele so nranl  of  t l renr ' l  Just
tlr is l 'eek at i ly local riglrt-thinkingfood co-op, I l 'as assigrred to str,rck tlozens of l lavols of spritzels and
tltt ' tt even ntore varieties o[tea. Spare nre! The nrad plague of c'olrsunrelisr)l seenrs lr.r lre everlrl l iele. In
i r r r  a i r l ine t t tagazine I  read hor l  even REI and L.L.  Bean are aggressivel l  seeking to at t la t . t  t .Lrstnrr rers.' l 'he nerv Seat t le  REI s tore (a S2B nr i l l ion pro ject )  has increasecl  l rus iness l r r  o f fer ing i r r -s to le enter la in-
t r t r ' l l t -a  c l in lb ing u 'a l l ,  a  cantpstove la l l ,  adventure t ravel  c 'onrputer  (cnter .  a  la i r r lest  r 'o( l l r .  a  nrounta i r r
l r ike t rack,  and a h ik i r rg t ra i l ,  p lus a 10O-seat  cafe.  Not  to be out t lor re.  l - .1- .  l lean has operret l  a  17.000
r(ltri l l 'e foot L.L. Kids store. t 'onrlt lete l ' i t lr 40 foot rvater{all. resident trout. irrterlrreti le t lails. antl rrrotrn-
l r r i r r  l r ike s imulators.  L ike Niketon-n and Planet  Hol l lu .ood.  th tse nragrr t . t i r 's l ro l r l r ing l r rn.s  are the la t -
rs l  es<'a lat ion in  t l re  chal lerrge to keep consunrer  dol lars f lor r ' ing.

t l l r r ' t r r t t iu r  l t y  I - .1 .  Kqf
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Figttre l. Per Capita Resource Consumption in the
United States, Mid-l 990s

Material Pounels Per Day
Stone and cement  27
Coal  19
Nl iscel laneous nr inera ls  17
oi l  16
Farm proclucts 12
\Vood I I
Range grass l0
Nletals B
Natural gas I
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fromStuff: The Secret Lives of Everyday Things, Ryan, John C. and
Durning, Alan T., 1997, Northwest Env'ironntent l,Vatch, Seattle.
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How rnucl r  r lo  r le  shop? ln one ) 'ear  (1990).  or t , r
12,000 nerv pror lur , ' ts  ! rerr )  i r r t rot l t rcer l  to  Anrer ican t l r r rg-
stores anrl suJrt-.rnrlrket. i1l1;111'-i111 a!erage of 33 per rlar
(Kanner anr l  Cornes 199, :>) .  The \ \ 'or l r l  Resources Inst i tu te
calculater l  that  each Anrer ic i rn.  Cerrnan,  Japanese,  anr l
Dutch person uses the lveeklv  ec l i r i r .a lent  ot300 shoppir rg
bag.s of nattrral resources or 4.1-85 nretric tons per year.
Anrericans consunle aborrt their average body rveight-
120 pounr ls  r la f  in  nrater ia ls  ext racted anr l
processed fronr farms, nrines. rangelancls, and forests
(R1'an anil Durning 1997 p5). fSee Figure 1.J In the Unitetl
States,  the nunrber  o[  shopping nra l ls  (c lose to 35.000)
ecl ipsed the nunrber  of  h igh schools in  l9B7 (Durning
1992 p l30) .  The iargest  shopping center  in  the rvor ld is  in
Bloonrington. N[irrnesota ancl olfers four departnrent stores, 4(J()

speciirltl'shops, a lvalk-through acluariunr, a Canrp Snoopv thenre park. a trvo-story nriniirture
golf course, ancl 13,000 convenient parking spaces (Duming 1992 p130).

Though the inrpacts of  consuntpt io t t  are nrost l f  inv is ib le to consunrers,  thet  are
ntore thirn obvious in the far-flung resource bases l;elonrl the shopping malls. ClearcLrt
forests replace paper p lantat ions in  ' l 'har i lancl ,  tox ic  o i l  po l lu tes nat ive lanr ls  of
Ecuatlor, r! 'onlen ei.rrrt povelty rvages to procluc'e conl[)uter chip boards'in NIalay'sia-
the stor ies are t to t  i rs  pret t t  as the pror lucts.  Since the Rio SLrnrrn i t  in  1992,  represen-
tat iues of  sout l te ln countr ies have spoken up lour l l r .  ins is t ing the North exanr ine i ts
h ig l r  rates of  consunrpt ion.  This.  the-y sar .  is  r l r iv ing t l re  esc 'a lat ing resource extract iorr
atrcl ec'ost'stenr clegr-atl lt ion a(:ross the planet f lr nrole than population rates.

In th is  ar t ic le  I  explore the c l r r rent  corrversut ion a l lout  consurrrpt ion and i ts  g lo l r -
a l  inrpact .  NIuch is  involved here.  To look c losel l  t r t  consLrrr rpt ion n leans to look c lose-
I.t at capittrl isnt zrncl ntarket theor'1.. as well as the highlr rlevelopecl nranifestation ol'
greecl  in  the hLrnran character .  Dr i r rv ing on the ver l ' recent lv  emerging l i terature,  I  r t i l l
rev ien sonte of the econonr ic  assunrpt ions behinc l  consunrer isnr  and the pro l i ferat ion of '
co l lsunler  p loc lucts ancl  r .a lues across the g lobe.  In  a p le l inr inar l  systems analys is .  I
c lescr ibe the agents nrost  lesponsib le for  c l r iv ing consunrpt ion to* 'ard i ts  inevi tabl r
clestructive end. It is inrporttrnt to recognize that those who bent-'[ i t rnost fronr this s.vs-
tenr-the rvorlcl 's 202 bil l ionaires ancl o', 'er three nril l ion rnil l ionaires-lvield great
pol i t ica l  ant l  econonr ic  porrer ' .  To res is t  thei r  agencla is  c launt ing but  cr i t ica l  envi ron-
ntental l 'olk. I conclude l;1 reporting on sonre of the c'retrtir.e effolts norv unclenlav tcr
prov ic le a d i f ferent  v is ion of  the future.

CONFRONTING J}IA.RKET THEORY

Behincl the familiar consunrer sales pitches are sonle serious flarrs in nrar-
ket theon' assunlptions. Neoclassical econonrics enrphasizes efficiency as ir
core valt-re, the means to ' 'niaxiniization of trt i l i tr ' ." This has historically hekl
pen'asil 'e nroral appeal: being efficient nreant iess waste and more effectivr.
cleliverl '  of necessan' goods and sen'ices. But trt i l i t l ' .  in practice, is hard to
clefine or nleasure, so economists substitute insteacl "maximization of con-

sumption" (and therefore production). In other worcls. the aniount people buy indicates
hoiv satisfied thel'are. NIore is alrvays better on these ternrs. The economic system thus
presses ever fonvard l-ith "a goal of increasing consunrption rvith no built- in concept
of 'enough"' (Goodrvin 1997 pxxxi).
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.{ strong nrarket relies on a series of assunrotiorrs

aborr t  consumers that  helps to rat ional ize the re lent less
production of stuff. i\ larket theorist Ral,mond Benton Jr.(surr rnrar ized in  Goodl . in  et  a l .  1997 p20l)  l is ts  seven
kel  assunrpt ions:

l. Consumers derive satisfac.tion fronr
consunrption.

'). Consumers seek to rnarinrize satislaction ei\-en
thei r  income constra ints .

i l . Consumers act rationallr..
J .  Consunrers are capaLle of judsing thei r  tastes

and preferences for all products unc.ler
c.onsiderat ion.

.;. Consurners use the prir,e ol a good as the _qole
nreasl l re of the sacr i f ice i r r io lvecl  in  obta in inc
i t .  and pr ice p la1.s no other  r .o le in  the
prrrc .hase decis ion.

(r. Consunrers der.elop inclivir. lual lrreferences.
r r ' l r ic .h are not  i r r f luerr r . r r l  l , r  o t l ier  people.

7.  Consunrers ' r rants arr t l  nec,c ls  are u i r l inr i ted arr r l
( ,an never  be fu l l l ,  sat is f ier l .

l lvt 'r.r '  one of these assurrrptions cran l.re challenseri.
l l r  r l t l r rs ing consunlers l . i t l r  an or .enr .hel rn ing r" l " . . i io , ,
t , l  r .hoic .es ( the teas ant l  spr i tzers.  etc . ) .  ac l r .er t isers con_
fr rse t . r ,nsurners 'sense of  r r .arr ts  arr t l  neec. ls .  Hotr .can ther .
l i r r , , r r  uhi< 'h product  l . i l l  sat is f r . thern lhen L l rere are so
n) ln\  Io  t ry? Certa in l l .  per ip le }eed the basics of  foocl .
l i r ler ' .  r . lo th ing,  and shel ter  in  onler  to  sun. i r .e .  But  / ro l .
r r t t t , 'h  is  enough? In the state of  confus ion and insecur i_
t r  i r r r l r rc ,ed by consunrpt ion i tse l f .  people easi l l . fa l l  pre l
t r r  l r t i f i t ' ia l  l 'ants (Benton in Goocl r i in  et  a l .  1997j .
Sirrte Producers assurne fr.rrr the -star.t that cor.ls.l 'ers
( i in  r ) rver .  be sat is f ied (#7 a l ro ie) .  they churn out  an
errr l l t .ss var iet l ,  o f  goods to tenlpt  the r re ler_qui le_con_
t( ' l r l  ( 'o ,sLrnrer .  Ra'ge of  c 'hoice is  then ident i f ied *- i th
l l re  rhetor ic  of  f reedom. confusing pol i t ics r r i th  econorn_
i r ' . .  ar r t l  any sense of  . .enough" is  erac l icated by ideolog_
i ,  r r l l r  l , rorr roted greed.

I)ar id Loy (1997) suggests that r.onsunrption rnal,
r t t r i r  e  less at tent ion in  the I=p_{T envi ronmental
i t r r l ra t  t  er luat ion because i t  has r reconre the ne*.  * .orrd
le l ig ion.  The tu 'o unshakable anr l  unc.hal lengable state_
trenls  of  fa i th  in  th is  re l ig ion are l )  t l ra t  l ror t th  and
t'rrlrarrt.erl r lorld trade u.i l l  benefit 

"r.".1.un",-und 2) that
gr i rnt l r  r i l l  not  be constra ined b1. the i r rherent  l imi ts  of
a f  i r r i t t .  l r lanet .  Loy chal lenges t l re  so-r .a l . lec l  . ,natura l . ,  or
i r r t r  i l r r l r le  character  at t r ibuter l  to  our  e( .ononr ic  re lat ion_
. l r i1 ,s .  r l t ,s t . r ib ing the current  s l .s tenr  instead as s ingular

I  l t t , " )u  l ) \  J , ,hn  J rn ik

en lphrrsrs o l r  one l rar . t i r .u lar  u.a1.  of  va lu ing the wor l r l .
F ronr  a r .e l ig iot rs  l r t , r .spet . t i r  e .  t l re  l . rorrer  o l .  rh is  n.or lc l_
v ierr ' l ies in  i ls  er t r .crnely  c f fc ,c l ive <.onr .ers iorr  ter .h_
r l i r l ues .  " l Ju t  n r t ' l r r r l  l r e  l r a1 l1 t r . ' ' - l I e  sec luc . t i i . e  p tes -
s i rge r r l  P.or lu. t  a I t r : r '1r r . r r r r i ' t  ( ' i l r ) t . f r ]s  the sec,u l . r  arass-
es.  re l r lac. i t re  ot l rcr . r .e l is ior is  a1r1. l .oac. l res to the l tursui t  o l .
a  sa t i s f  i e t l  l i l ' e .  c r r l r  i . i s t  p . , t t : s l a . t i s ' l  e \ . e ' a r i g ' *  i t se l f
*  i th  the 'e*-  re l ig i ' r r .  r .e i l r f r r . t , i r rg ec,orr . r ' ic  su( .c ,ess as i l
r lcr r ronstrat ion o l  ( , r , r l 's  I i r r . , , r .  - { r .c .or .c l ing to Lol , .  one
l rus ic  f lau '  . f  er ' . r r . r r r i t  . t r l ig ior  is  that  i t  d lpretes . . , rorar
c,api ta i "  (p2813).  ' l 'horrgh t l re  r r rar .ket  . "q, , i , .es c,harac, ter
t . a i t s  su . l r  as  t . t i s I  i r r . r ' r r e r  t o  r r c  e f f i c , i e ' t ,  i t  s i n ru ] t ane -
ously tencls  lo  eror le pcr .sonal  res l lonsib i l i t l .  Ibr  other
peoPle suc 'h as la l r ' r .ers.  ( .o l rs . 'ers.  arc l  c .or , ' ru . i t ies
af fected l ;1 .  tox ic  l t r . -pr .or lur . ts .  Lov points out  that  nruc.h
as the rnarket  r1e1,1,11115 on t l re  l r iosphere to regenerale
natura l  c .api ta l .  i t  a lso r l t ,perr r ls  on the c,onrn iuni tv  to re_
senerate nror .a l  <,a i r i ta l  (1997 p2{33) .  To confront  rhe
i . rPacts of  c 'orsLrr r l r t io ,  is  to  cor f r . , , t  th is  nrora l  c ]eter i -
orat ion.  ant l  th is  u.orr l t l  thr .eaten lhe r .en.  underpinni r rgs
o f  l l r e  en t i r e  s \ . s l en r .

.  I f  the nrarket  s t .s terr r  rs  not  nec.essar i lv  , .natura l . . .
l l r c r r  l r o r l  d i t l  i t  r . o r r r , .  l o  t l on r i r r un r .e . /  The  consu r r re r  soc i_
etv r re knorr  todav took shapre in  t l re  1920s l . i th  the
enrergence of lrr.antl nanres anrl pac,kaged, proc.essecl
foods for a grol' ing ur.lran c,ulture. Econor-nic theon, suu_
Ported nrass co 's . . rPt io '  l re t . . rd basic .  n"" ,1.  o.  ka '  to
econonr ic  and pol i t ic .a l  su( .c .ess for  t l re  Uni ted States.
Support ing the ec.orronrv u.as (and st i l l  is )  pai r r te t l  as a
patr io t ic  dut1, .  l )ur ing the Depr.essiorr  anr l  $ 'or lc l  \ \br  I I
the r is ing I ide of  r .onsunrpt ion sta l . led tenrporar i l l ,_ l rut

,  F(,7qf isozz
L) 4l-* ,z5*S-r_r_

ffit!3isTttsxf$Bfs"d3--"','ffi"r-u?ft=d*nt
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Figure 2.

1960  1970  1980  1990  2000

US Household Ownership of Appl iances, 1960-88

Reprinted with perntission from How lv'luch is Enough?, Alan Durning,
1992, W.W. Norton. New York.

alter the lvar, the boom rras on. Spurrecl on by the stun-
ning success of lvartinre procluction, gol-ernnrent leaclers
expanclecl their vision of the US as a nrajor rvorld eco-
nonric leacler. Presiclent Eisenhorver's chief econonric
arh'isor proclainrecl that the ultimate pLrr.pose of the
Anrerican econonry rlas "to procllrce nlore consunler
goocls" (Durning 1992 p30). \\ ' i th vast foresrs in rhe
south and n 'est ,  untappecl  nr inera l  sources,  a hef ty  sup-
plv of oil ancl ht'clroelectric pol'eq ancl a br.eailbirsket to
feer l  the lor lc l ,  the LIS econotn) 'seenrer l  unstoppalr le .

A s igni l ' icant  l lc . tor  c l l iv ing increasing c.onsurnpnon
hirs  been the steacl l  cor lnrerc ia l izat ion of  the household
ecor lonlv .  In  ear l ier  r lavs,  people nranaget l  the i r  o*n
launrlrl ' , cooking. girrclening. foocl stor4ge, and clothes-
nraking. Nor-. as \\.onren hotrselrolclers have shiftecl into
the labor  nrarket .  these p loc luct ion f i rnct ions have bec.n
nssumecl bt' the mone)' econorny. Car trips to da1' car.e.
foil and foanr-w.r' irpped takeout nreals, clisposal_rle dia-
pels.  c les igner  r r rnning s l roes-each of  these aclds to the
irnpacts on the natural rvorlcl. ' fhe increase in horre
alrpliances reflects this trencl. fSee Figure 2.)Bv 7987
trr'o-thircls of Arne-rican honres hircl air conditioning.
l 'h ich c lepencled on ozone-c leplet ing chernicals  ancl  t rse c l
13% of US electricitr- (Durning 1992 p32).

Consunrerisnr has nol' moved far bel.ond American
borclers. Per capita consunrption of processecl foods dou-
bled in  Europe in the 1980s1 the Japanese nou or-n four
t inres as n lanv cars per  capi ta as in  1950 and eat  double
the anrount  of  meat  they ate in  1975.  Coca-Cola products
can be found in over 170 countries around the globe:
each da1' NlcDonald'-* opens a nel'fast food diner sonre-
l 'here in the n'orld (Durning p31). Nlass marketing tech-
nicpres per-fectecl in the LIS are noly emploved on every
continent, pushing not otl l) '  Anrerican products but the
Anrerican \ray of l i fe. Globalized American products
ancl aclvertising stereotl 'pes often displace local cultures
and values, eroding indiviclual and cultural self-esteem.

l 'or  exr tnrp l r : ,  to  rnet . t  t l r t .  r r l r i t r .  \ r ( .s tern ur l lan r r ror l , , l .
r ! .orncn arounr l .  t l r t '  w 'or l r l  r rse r . l rerr r ica ls  to l ighten t l r , . i r
sk in arr r l  [ ra i r ;  Asi t rn r \ 'on)( 'n  l r i r re srr rgery to make t l r t , i r .
e) ' t )s  ntore r ! 'estenl .  In  r r r r , r l  ur t .as oI  the Pl r i l ipp ines.  iur \
t ; i t 1 ' o l e r  20 ,000  l v i l l  [ r a r t ' a  sup , ' r r na rke t ,  o f f e r i ng  s r r r . l r
pror luc ' ts  as Sl lanr  lLr r r t , l rnrr : i r t .  Pr ingles potato r . l r i1rs.
I IersI re1 's  Kisses.  Checze Cur ls .  ani l  Colgate tooth l r r rs t t .
(Ga l l aghe r  i n  Goo , lw in ' e t  a l .  199 ,  p30 l ) .

Helena Nor l rerg-Hor lge l r , rs  t locurnentecl  the r -a l r i r l
eros ion of  local  va lues in  Lat l i rkh and Bhutan (199.1.
F{ere contar : t  lv i th  goocls l roru outs ic le the cul ture l r r r .
i t tcreasecl  t l re  c les i re to l ru_v t l rerr r :  th is  is  the so-cal l t . r l
' ' t lentot rs t la t ior r  ef fect"  (Dueserr l r . : r 'n  in  Goot l rv in et  a l .
1997).  I -ocal  people conle t { )  see thei r  in ternal  s tant lar . r l .
t i f  va lue as secorrr l r r r l  to  t l re  I r ig l r  s tatus representet l  l , r
A tttericirn goocls. Loc.al l.v arlalrt etl agri cLrlturtrl pr.at. I i  r.t,.
are being replacet l  b .y  in t l t rs t l i i r l  scale,  cherni t .a l l r
t lepent lent  cash cro l ip ing srsterr rs  to supplv consunl t r
t les i res in  nor therr r  r .o t r r r t l ies.  F or  Nor l - lerg-Hoclge.  e, . , , -
norn i r '  g lo l r i r l izat iorr  t l r r -oLrsh prorr rot ion of  consurrrer .
goor ls  is  esta l - r l ish ing a sor . ia l  nr , rnocul ture,  c lest ror  i r rg
ct r l t r r ra l  as r r  r : l l  as er .o logi t . i r l  r l i r  crs i t_v in  i ts  rvake.

But  l t ' t 's  l , rok c l , rsc l r  l le l r ' - l r ' / r { ) . r8 constr r r rpt i , , l r  i -
ha r  i ng  t l r e  g r t , l t es t  i r r r l r l c t l  I r r  l ( ) 91 .  t hc  Un i t e r l  Na t i o r r .
I lur t tar t  I ) t - ' , ,e lo1rr r r t : r r I  I ) r 'os larr r  t . l ra l ter l  t l re  r r 'or l t l  t ' , . , , -
r r r rnr ic  i r t ' t iv i t r  b_v l ' i l  e  i r r t .orne sect{ ) rs .  fSee I  igur , '  . : . t .1' l ' l re  to l r  or  r ic l rest  { ' i f ' t l r  a t . t .o t r r r t :  for  Bi>c/c of  g l t , l , r r l
i r r t 'or r re,  t l l r le  erc. l rangc.  ar t r l  s i r r  ings.  r \ l ' ter  that  i l  t1r . , ,1 , .

Reprintecl u+'ith permission frontfhe Consumer Society. Cood*in et
al., @ 1997, lslanc! Press, \\/ashington, DC & Covelo, CA.

Figure 3.

Each hor izon ta l  band
represents an equal f i f th
of the rvorld's people

Distr ibution of economic activi ty,
(percentage of world total)

Poorest C N P .  ] . 4
World trade - 0.9
Domestic savings - 0.7
Domestic invest 'ment - 0.9
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rllrrrrratically. Nlembers of the top fifth are mostly frorn the
rrolthern and rvestern industrialized nations, rr.here conr-
[i,r ' t and choice are everyday givens. Global rnarketers are
r '>pec ' ia l ly  in terested in  the rapid ly  expanding second
f  i l th  that  represents par ts  of  Brazi l  and Costa Rica,  much
r, l  Eastern Europe,  and r is ing East  Asian nat ions such as'l 'hrri larrd 

and il lala1'sia.
Alan Durning (1992) characterizes rhese groups into

tlrlee broad classes based on degree of environmental
i rn l rac ' t :  r rhat  he cal ls  the cor lsunlers,  the middle inconre.
irrr, l the poor. [See Figure 4.]He sees tlre lery r,.ealth1, as
i l  :L l l )set  of  the consurner  c lass.  even though nranv in  the
l , ,p  f i f th  feel  depr ived in conrpar . ison to t l - re r ich.  I t  is  the
l , r1r  111111 bot tonr  f i f ths that  ht rve the greatest  ecological
l i  , r , l l i l in t - the top for  i ts  ext ravagant  use of  resourc,es,  the
l rot torr r  for  i ts  desperate poyer ty  and over .use of  l inr i ted
1, , , ' r r l  resources.  He argues that  susta inabi l i ty  for  er .ery-
orr , .  rn ight  be achievable i f  the r ich reduced corrsunrpt ion
l ,  r ,nru late the nr ic ld le inconre c lass and the poor r r 'ere
rr - - i . l r : t l  enough to beconte nrore sel f -su l tpor t i r rg.

ECOLOGICAL I:\IPACTS OF
CONSU]IIPTION

\\ 'hat  exact l l .  are t l re  er :o logical  costs of  pro-
r luc ing arrd consunr i l rg  so n lan) .  nrater ia l  goods?
The inrpacts are l iclespread and u.ell-clocunrent-
ed.  though the l inks are not  a lual 's  t raced l ;ack
to specific prorlucts or c'onsunrer.s. Air. n.ater.,
arrtl soil are polluterl ancl renderetl cl1'sfurrc,tional

I lor r r  l re t ro leurn l t1 ' -produc, ts ,  pest ic i r les,  nuclear  l -as le,
i r r r , l lc ic l  prec ip i ta t ion.  Natura l  habi tats  are d isrupted and
r l .gr l r led b1 '  darns that  generate energy for  pr .oduc, t ion,
lo i r r ls  t l ra t  t ra l lspor t  l 'ood. ; r roc lucts,  farr ls  for  gro l . ing
l i r , r l .  lJ11p16n heal th is  eror led b1 '  sreatshop labor  concl i -
I ior rs  arrc l  pest ic ide- induc 'ed ster i l i t l ' .  The r ic ,h evolut ion-
i r r r  s i f i  o f  unto lc l  mi l l ions of  species in  conrPlex ecos) .s-
l . r r r .  is  sacr i f iced to nrake paper,  p last ic ,  potato r .h ips,
i r r r , l  l lu lb ie dol ls .  Each proqlLrct  c ' reaies a s igni f icant  eco-
l , ,g i1 1;  r lake in  i ts  t ra i l  o f  product ion and d is t r i l lu t ion.' l '1r , .  r 'or r r l r ined inrpacts a le l .e l l  on thei r  n 'ay to gener-
l l  i r rg a g lobal  ecologic 'a l  holocaust .  i \ {eanrrh i le .  on the
nr i (  11)-s( 'a le.  people keep uraking snra l l  er .er t .c lat 'c 'hoic-
.s  t l r r r t  n ib l - r le  awa) '  a t  the not-so- inf in i te  neb of  l i fe .

I - t , t  us consider  tu 'o exanrples f ronr  R1'an and
I) r r l r r i r rg 's  book Sl r r l ' (1997,1 that  i l lLrs t rate the far- reach-
i r r r . r  i r r rpac. ts  of  North Anrer ican r .onsurrpt ion.  NIan1.  hard-
r r , , rk i r rg r lec l i r .a ted envi lonnrenta l  act iv is ts  (atnong oth-
t  r ' . t r l l i r rk  r .o f fee to keep going.  Iu 'o cups a da.y ret lu i res
l2 r ,, l I i .e lrees produt.ing lB pounds of l.reans per 1ear. To
k,  r ,1r  I l rese J lersonal  at ld i r . t ions sat is l le t l .  < .of fee far .nrers

${4*4
&$

liontHow N4uch is Enough?, Alan Durning, 1992
l\/.IU. Norton, New York.

I
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Figure 4.

Category of Consumers
Consumpt ion  ( l . lb i l l i on)

D ie t

Middle
(3.3 bi l l ion)

grain, clean n'ater

bic; 'cles, buses

durables

sorrre electr ici ty

$700-7s00

JJ'/o

Poor
(1 .1  b i l l i on)

insuff icient grain.
unsafe rvater

rvalki ng

local bionrass

huts  and s l ran t ie i

belorv $700

z'/(

Transport

l laterials

L<idging

Inconre/r 'eu r

% \\brld
Irrconrt '

nreat .  packa,ged
food. sof t  dr inks

)n|ate cdrs

I t rorr  au avs

c l i rne t e.-r' on t rollerl
c lec t r i f ie< l  bu i ld in

I

a l r o l e  S7500
l
I

6 Ic/r



r i l l  aJrp l l  I  I  Jrounr ls  oI  fer t i l izer  anr l  pest i t ' i r l t :s  to  tht ,se
trees e i r r 'h  )ear .  [ -or t ,v- three l lourr r ls  of  cof fee pulp wi l l
l le  re leuser l  in to r ivers.  sonsrrnr ing o\ r .gen neer let l  bv
fish as it r leconrposes. The beans wil l trar.el to the LiS
ancl be r<lasterl using natural gas fronr Texas. After being
packecl  in  nru l t i - layer  bags,  they wi l t  be shippet l  by.
t rucks (get t ing s ix  nr i les to the.  gal lon)  to a regional
warehouse. Colfee is the. seconcl leading export crolr
after oil anrl is the seconcl lar.gest soLlrce o[ foreign
income for cleveloping nations. So these cups o[ coffee
mean a lot for cash croppers. In the cool highlands of
Costa Rica,  Brazi l ,  Colunrb ia,  ancl  other  Lt r t in  Anrer ican
countries, thousancls of acres of biologicall l. r ich tropi-
cal forest have been cleerrecl to support the current boonr
in espresso.shops.

Hou' allotrt the dailv nervspaper? An average nelr-s-
pirper is printerl on a htrlf pouncl of nel.sprint u.ith trvo
granrs of petroleunr anil sol -basecl inks. Trtrcing produc-
t ion routes in  the Paci f ic  Northr .est ,  Rian and Durning
(1997) founcl that half the nervsprint l.as fr.onr reo.cled
sources,  the other  hal f  f ronr  Engelnrann spnrce or  su l l -
a lp ine f i r  t rees in  centra l  BLi t ish Colunrbia.  Ninetv per
cent  of  Canacl ian logging t t rkes the forr r r  o f  c lear t , t r t t i r rg.
t r i th  the at tenclant  logging roacls ,  eros ion.  and pol lu t ing
pulp nr i l ls .  Hal f  o f  each log is  c t r t  in to lurr rbeu the
renr t r in ing chips anr l  sarrc lust  are cooker l  in to a pulp ancl
b let rchecl  rv i th  chlor ine c l ior ic le.  Sonre of  the chlor ine
reactr  to  forr r i  h ighl l 'carc inogenic c l ior ins ancl  furarrs.
At  the paper nr i l l  in  Spokane,  r i rg in pulp is  cornbinet l
wi th rec lc lec l  and c le- inked pulp anr l  spun into one ton
ro l ls  of  paper that  are then hauler l  b1.  t ruck to Seat t le
ancl Portltrncl. I i 'hi le 38 nril l ion ner!.spirpers are reo.cled
every c la l -  in ' the Lrn i tec l  States,  22 nr i l l ion others are
thlorvn arvar'. The LS consunresT2c/c of the rvorld's sup-
ply  of  ne* 'sp l in t  (Rvan ancl  Durning i997 p68).

\\ 'hat about foqll? $'hile the hungr.l- poor in the
bot tonr  f i f th  subsist  on gr t r ins ancl  root  croJrs ancl
often contarrinatecl rvater'. the rniclclle inconre clrrss
have enoush calor ies and prote in for  heal thv
nutlit ion. Ther'. hol'ever, suffer froni parasites
anc l  f ooc l  po i son ing  because  the1 . l ack
refrigeration. People in the top fifth.
Durning\  consunrer  c lass.  hare access

l r r rnr  or  another  i ( ) . /c  o l  th t '  lor . l r l 's  gra in (p6B).  ' l 'hr r .
they are responsi l r lc  f r r r  a l r r rost  [ r r r l { ' the eroclet l  so i l . .
r lcp letet l  ar l r r i fers,  anr I  pt :s t i t ' i r le-pol Iuter l  s t reams in t l r r .
US. Foot l  processing.  packrrg i r rg.  r l is t r i [ ru t ion,  ancl  s tor . -
age irr the US use l7c/c of tt l l  energ\'(p69). One-fourth oI
US alunr inunr  is  user l  to  nrake cans lor  food ancl  a lnrost
hal f  o f  these enr l  up in  lant l f i l ls .  Foor l  packaging muk. . .
up2OC/c of  LrS nrunic ipaI  so l i r l  laste hr . rve ight  (p?0) .  Arr
average ll i te oi Anrerit 'an loorl tr irvels 2000 kilonreter-
flonr f ield to fork (p73). Orange jLrice from Brazil, gral)r.s
fronr Chile, apples fronr Nerv Zealand. cocoa from I\la-
laysia, bananas fronr Costa Rica-all are shipped to th,.
Uni tec l  States for  oLrr  r l in ing p leasur .e whi le  pest ic i r les
pol lLr te soi ls  ancl  s t reanrs and petr .o leunr  suppl ies bLrr . r r
up in  je t  c le l iver ies.

CONSUiIIER CLASS CULPABILITY

In Hor tl[uch is Enough?, Alan Durning
(1992) conlpares t l re  consunrpt ion rates anrr
ecological  inrpacts of  var ious nr ; r ter ia ls  arr r  I
resources lor  each int 'onre c lass.  The evident . r -
r r roLrnts r rp to poin l  a  s t ro l lg  f inger  d i rect l i .  i r l
the top f i f th- the c. r ) l lsunrcr  c Iass.  Conrpare t l r t .
ra tes of  car l ron t l ior i r le  err r iss ions.  for  exanrnl , . :

the poor le lease .1 ton/persorr / rear .  the rn ic ld le incorr r , .
group .5 ton/person/1'ear. but the (.ollsr.l lner. clnss relea.-
es sei 'en t inres th is  or  3.5 tons.  or  I  I  tons i f  yor- r ' r , .
an long the r ichest  tenth of 'Arr rer icans.  ' fhe average res-
ident  of  an inc lLrst r ia l  countrv consunles three t inres as
mLrch fresh water, ten tinres as nruch energl.. and 19
t inres ars nruch a lunr in[ rnr  t ls  souleone in a c leveloping
countr ) '  (p5l ) .  The consunler  c lass is  responsib le for
90Vc ol the chlorofluorocar.bons clestrol. ing the ozone
layer, ancl 96% o{ the worlcl 's rarl ioacti l 'e naste. Fossil
f i re l  r rse for  energr-  is  conspicLrouslv h ighest  in  t l r , .
Uni tec l  States.  Habi tat  loss anr l  pol lu t ion as rvel l  as t l r , ,
toxic rrastes flonr refining such fuels ar.e extensive anrl
increasing.  I f  even'one in the r ror lc l  used the sarnr
anroLrnt  of  meta l .  lumber.  ancl  paper as the consun)er
c lass.  nr in ing ancl  logging act iv i t ies ancl  thei r  devastat -
ing ecological consecluences rroulcl nrore than triple.

Those privilegecl enotrgh to be in the consunler
class do, of course, har.e the option to choose lorv-eco-
logical  inrpact  products ancl  sen. ices.  One can buy in-
season fruit grol'n locall l- rather than exotic imports
florvn in fronr the tropics. One can bu1' locally producerl
furniture rather than tropical harclrr.ood products. One
can even choose voluntary simplicit l ' ,  l ike Thoreau, ancl
Iinrit the sheer quantity of orl.ned iterns. But consunter.

to fresh safe foocl 1'ear round, inclucl-
ing an ever- inc ' reasing r  ar ie t l  o I
processecl  foods.  nreats and
beverages. 81' eating the
l ion 's  share of  the
rvorlcl 's rneat, this top
class consumes in one
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t'hoice depends on consumer knorvledge and I Country Steel paper Cement2 Energyj
r r rot ivat ion.  Too ofren,  greed,  gul l ib i l i ty ,  I  tk i lograms)
i n r p u l s e , a n d i g n o r a n c e a r e t h e p r i m a r y d e t e r -
ruirrers of consumer purchases. consunrptio' I Sor-iet Union I saz I go I +zo I o.sqo
for personal pleasure and self-soothing sup- | u'"rt Gern,unyl 457 | zot I 4zo I s.szz
lrorts tremilndous nrarkets for small unJ lu.i" I Jupun I saz I zzz j oos I n.o3z
irrrJulgences:fronr designer clorhes to special- i I I I Itv nines. I l{exico I ss i  +o I zsz I r.oas

Behind each product sold ro rhe consunre. I Tr.k"t I  r+o i e I +:o I sseclass l ies a signif icant "r-ake," casting an eco- | Ctrinu I o+ I r;  I  res I srological shadorv on the nriddle i 'conre and poor I Brazi l  I  ns I z, |  rc, |  ;se
t' lasses. \ 'er1 ferv itenrs in the US have not I I I 1 I
t l 'a*-n on labor or nat'ral resources fronr rhe I tnaio I ,o I , ] t, | ,0,
c lo l ra l  reaches of  the r ror lc l .  Producing coun- |  I 'c lo 'es ia I  t t  I  s  i  t , l  |  , rn
t l i e s r n a y e l e n r a z e r h e i r o l - n f o r e s t s t o a t t r . a c t  I  N i g e r . i a  l A  I  f  ]  g f  I  W Z
l - i r s t s b r l d b u s i n e s s . T r a ' s n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a -  l B a . g l a c l e s h  i 5  l  r  1 ,  l  u n
t i rnrs specia l ize in  f ind ing the cheapest  labor ,  1 t  t  I  I
tttost accessible resources, ancl nrost lax regula- I I::"-1"1?:t:-paper, 1989;cement, 1990;energy, 1989.
ti<,.s across ths *spa' of tle globe, n',oringlobs I i [i[:jil:5i?t]it"?l;""'"",.
t , l s i l y  rvhere  the l ' can  sa \ .e  l t roney .  The eco log-  |
i r , a l r r . a k e o | c o n s u n r p t i o n i s e t t o r t r l o u s : e x a r l t p l e
irf i r :r  exarrrple del ineates the destruction of habitats. t Ie lrreak- Alan Durning, iggz, r,v. lv. Norton, New york.
, l , r *  r r  o f  ecological  processe-c.  the increase in tox ic  rvaste and ro l -
lLr la t t ts '  ar rd the r ise in  c 'arbot t  e tn is- . ions.  Socia l  i r rpacts orr l .v  cornpourrd the t ragecl l . :
t ' r r t i t 'o t t t r tenta l  in just ice in  g lobal  s l 'eatshops.  eros ior . r  o f  loc.a l  cu l ture u, , , - |  

"un.1, , ruui t r , ,l ' rss of  n lora l  resources-a l l  are just i f ied in  the gonl  of  feeding the spi ra l i r rg at lc l ic t io ls
, r I  the consurner  c lass.

DRIYING FORCES ACCELER{TING TIIE S)-STE]I
'  Hor |  is  the c 'o lo ' *sal  consutr rpt ion s ls tenr  perpetrated and accelerated? The
enrerg ing l i terature on consumer isnr  and g lobal izat ion points to f i r .e  nra jor  groups
of plal 'ers l 'ho collucle in various l 'a1.s to pronrote ever-increasing levels of con-
sunrpt ion.  These are l )  the producers- i .e . .  l ;us inesses , .serr . inq"  consunrers.  2)
l he  adve r t i se rs - t l r e  p r r l r l i c  r e l a t i o r r s  a l r r r  o f  l r us i r ress ,  3 )  t he  rueJ ia - l l r e  cu l l u ra l

\ '  2 honrogerl izAtion agettts, 4) governnrents-negotiat ing falorable tracle agreernents,
and 5) transnational corporations-the global corporate elite cleternrinine the florv

,f resources around the elobe.
The role of the producers is often canrouflaged by neoclassical econonrics r[etoric

Ilrout "the sovereign consunrer." In this nrodel. consunler preferences are said to deter-
r r r i r le  the products indusln c l tooses to ntake.  \ \ 'h i le  businesses r lo  responcl  to  consunler
f ' 'etl l lack, they are also responcling to stockholders rr 'ho want to see a strong botton l ine.' l ' lrere is ntuch ado these da1's about the green sovereign consunrer l 'ho can choose to
r\\ ' i t( 'h to green products, thereby decreasing environrnental inrpact. Tou'ards this end,
( ()nsunler activists pronlote nontoxic cleaners, recl'cled paper products, ancl organic food.' l ' lre-sovereign 

consulrler ntodel assunres consun)ers rnake rational choices, but Schnaiberg
{in Coodu'in et al. 1997) sa1's this cannot be true sirrce consurners knorv so l itt le about the
rrrrrrttfacturing processes l-rehind the products they buy. For exanrple, if producers don't
,,f[ i 'r cars that run on alternative fuels, ]rorv can consumers "choose" thenr? Schnaiberg
i r |g t res thal  consunlpt ion levels  in  industr ia l  countr ies are deternr ined by produc"r .  *hJ

Per Capita Consumption of Steel, paper, Cement, and Energy, in
Selected Countries, tate Eighties

Country Steel Paper Cement2 Energyj
(kilograms)

Uni ted States
Sor-iet Union
\\ 'est Germany
Japan

I{exico
Turkey
Ch ina
Brazi l

Ind ia
Inc lones ia
Nigel ia
Bang ladesh

I Steel ,  1 987;  paper,  1 989;  cernent,
2 Per capi ta product ion.
3 Ki logranrs of  coal  equivalent .

1 990; energy, 1 989.

1t7
582
457
582

93
119
a . lUA

99

20
2 l
o

5

308
36
207
222

-10
c)

l 5
2 7

28+ | t0,r27
-170 | 0.sq0
476 I 5.377

2s7 | 1,689

lB5 |  sro
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knorv that  nr . tss-
p rot lur :er l  i tem s
generilte the great-
est p rofits. To
assure th is  prof i t .

producers nlust cre-
a te  consun ler  ln te res t

in these cheaply pro-
r luced n lass nrarket

. i tents.  In [orr r rat i r tn  a l rout  the product ion process nrust  be
kept hirlclen fronr r.onsurners, especially rvhere it is
resource anr l  lab, l l  abusive.  Schnaiberg urges act iv is ts
rr.ho u'i lnt to rerlur.e environnrental degratlation to focLrs
on the p lot l r rc t ion svstetns rather  than on consulner
behar ior (p:30). It is the producers' ch.ive for profit that
l rernr i ts  anr l  just i f ies e( .os) ,s tenr  c lest ruct ion.  in  the long
lun o i  e. r ' r i r l ing ( .onsunrels '  basic  I i fe  needs for  safc
rvater ' .  loot l .  ar r r l  shc ' l ter .

Ar l re l t ise ls  have the job of  pronrot ing these nrass-
l r loc lucet l  p lor lu t ' ts  t les igned to generate pro[ i t  for  inc lus-
t ry .  Bv norr . i t  is  r lLr i te  c lear  that  adver t isers har .e beerr
exIr'errrelv sLrt.c'essfirI trt sn'anrping ancl confusing bur-ers
rr i th  prot l r rc ' t  hr 'p t . .  Consi r ler  the sheer r .o lunre of  ac ls :
t l ie  ar .erage Arrr t ' r ic . t r r r  is  exposecl  to  3000 ads per  r la l
(Kanur ' r '  i rnr l  Corrres 1995).  In  1994,  businesses in  the
I  n i l e ,  I  S t r r t , ' .  s1 , -111  . i  l J7  l r i l l i o r r  [ u r  a r l ve r . t i s i ng - l l l o re
t l r an  t l r c  cou r r t r v  spen r l s  on  a l l  o f  h i ghe r  e i l uca t i on .  Th i s
srr r r r  pai t l  f i r r  21.000 t r - ' lev is ion r :onrnrerc ia ls .  a nr i l l ion
nragazine ac l re l t is ing pages.  l4  b i l l ion nra i l -order  cata-
l , rgt r r :s .  i l { l  l r i l l ion j t rnk-nra i l  ads,  and another  b i t l ion
siuns. postels, trnrl bil lbotirds (Loy 1997 p2B7). Adver-
t isers.  r r ' i l l  go e le lv*here ancl  anyrvhere to sel l  the i r
p loc l r rc ts :  l r ( ) [  contenI  n ' i t l r  radio,  te lev is ion.  and b i l l -
l roalc ls .  thev non'  pr i r r t  s logans on hot  dogs and eggs
(DLrrn ing 1992 p l88) .  \ \ ' i th  compet i t ion so f ierce for  the
corrsunler clollar. people are bar,raged b1. sales pitches
orr  su l i rvavs.  at  cash l tg is ters.  in  a i rpor ts .  ancl  on sk i
l i f ' ts .  E len i1 '  people c ion ' t  renrenrber  speci f ic  ads.  ther
sct  t l re  n lessase over  ancl  o ler  again that  there is  a proc l -
uct  to  solve l i f 'e 's  even'  problenr .

Pol la i  ( in  Coocl* ' in  et  a l .  1997).  anrong others.  has
enurnelirtecl sonre of' the dangerous unintended conse-
clt-lences of aclvertising. Not onll '  do aclvertisers deliber-
ate l r .  obscure the enl i ronnrenta l  costs of  thei r  products.
ther' foster tr cl irnate of self-involvement revolving
arouncl one's nraterial clesires that clistracts people fronr
actir-ell '  caring for the environment. Ads rel1. on setting
trp iclealizecl stereot.\-pes that foster greed, status-enr.y..
h1-perstimulation, health fears, and'at root, a sense of
clissatisfac tion and i naclecluacy'. Ch ildren are particular-
i1' r 'ulnerable to conlnlercial brainlvashing. too easiiy
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replat ' i r rg thei r  aut l r t 'n t ic  necr ls  anr l  rvants lor  u l r r r t
th t :y ' l 'e  l reen to l r l  to  rv ; rnt .  "s l ropahol isrn"  h i rs  becorrr , .  i r
nat ional  t l ise lse rvhere p. rople l r r rn t ( )  shopping to a l l , , -
l  ia te or  l lur l '  the i r  suf fer ing.  r rot  unl ike pat terns in  r l r . t rg
anr l  a lcohol  consurrrpt ion (Kanner anr l  Gonres 199. i , ; .
Ark l ic t ion to nr i r ter i l l  sat is fact iorr  prec luc les h. ' , i l t l ' t
c leveloJrnrent  oI  socia l ,  -ps l< l ro logi r :a l ,  and spi r i t r r i r l
capaci t ies that  coul r l  be engagei l  in  support ing the l i l i ,
o f  th is  p lanet .

Acll 'elt isers anrl prorlucers bene[it irementlouslr
f rorn the th i r r l  systenr  p lay 'er- the nrecl ia .  Comnrerc i i r l
te le l is ion act ive l l  re inf r r lces consunler  va lues,  pronl { ) t -
ing consunrer  c lass l i lesty ' les r r i th  i ts  progranrnr i r rg.
NIany.  people natch four  or  l l rore hours of  te lev is ion pt ' r .
c la l ' ,  anr l  nr ln l '  householr ls ' leave the l ' \ '  on n ight  arr r l
c lar ' .  Accorc l ing to Durning.  "as ide f ronr  s leeping arr r l
r lork ing.  rvatching TV is  the le i r r l ing act i l i ty '  in  nrost
consunler  societ ies,  f ronr  the L,n i tec l  St i t tes anr l  t l r r'  Uni tet l  K ingt lonr  to Japan anr l  S ingapor.e"  (pI25,  19921.
US progranrnr ing has w' i t le  recept iv i ty  in  hrany coun-
t r ies,  nhere the r lazz le of '  "Dai las"  and "Btrvrr .at r .h"
re l l lace loct r l  conrnruni t l  and cul ture.

r\t least two rlarrgels Ilol frorrr t lre glol_ral lure to
te lev is ion:  I )  cLr l tura l  hornogenizat ion,  ancl  2)  corpor .ar , ,
contro l  l rv  a r r rer l ia  nronopol_r ' .  As l ines b lur  betrvet , r r
news,  ac ls ,  opin ion p ieces,  anr l  err te l ta innrent ,  ac l r .er t is-
ing and l i { 'estv le propi rg, rn. l r r  creep into nrore ancl  nror , ,
houls of  a i r t inre.  [ l ick Clarvforr l  r lescr ibes the nt , r r
nrec l i t r  envi ronnlent  as pronrot ing ant i -eni ' i ronnrenta l
et lucat ion th lough i ts  hea'"1 '  enrp l ras is  on the "gospel  r ,1 '
consurnpt ion."  l - ronr  t \ lcLuhan's concern that  the nret l i -
unr  is  the n lessage.  Crarr ' for r l  arg i res the media har t .
becone the en ' " i ronnrent .  the pr inrary cul tura l  f i l te  r .s
across c lasses ancl  cont inents.  As he points out ,  " for  t l rc
f i rs t  t i rne in  hunran h is tor l ' ,  nrost  ch i lc l ren are born in to
honres l 'here nrost  of  the stor ies [our  nra in source of
learn ing]  c lo r rot  corne f roni  thei l  c 'ornnruni t ies.  schools.
c 'hulches.  or  parents. . . l ;u t  f ronr  a hancl fu l  o f  conglonr t : r . -
ates rv i th  sonreth ing to sei l "  (p1) .

The conrbination of these three pol'erful inclustries
alone has beconre a re lent less force promot ing con-
sunrerism as the ntrnrber one global cultural influence.
Hiclclen behincl the rhetoric of trickle-down econonr-
1".-"grorvth is goocl for everyone"-the spiral of greecl.
product ion.  ancl  shopping seduct ion cont inues to spin
into ever-rvidening circles. As each of these three has
gainecl in corporate ancl f inancial strength, they har.e
cltrite naturall l '  used their polit ical clout to influence
governrlent policy to support the consumption agencll.
Their ol-n survival is at stake; of course they wil l do
l'hat thei' can to assul'e it. National governnrenrs pro-
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r ide the pol i t ica l  s t ructure for  negot iat ing in ter-govern-
rnental agreements such as NAFTA and GAT'I ' uhic'h
expedite trade florvs. Opening up nerv global nrarkets
can lte seen as yet another rvave of (.on(iuest colonial-
isrn, benefit ing the econonricall l '  pon-erful. Structur-al
adjustnrent loans to poor countries ar.e often tied to tracle
letluirements such as retluced tariffs. renor,ated banking
systerns, or specific procluc.tion guararltees that benefit
lhe nrore polverful tracle pa11ner.. S-ithin the US. go\.el.n-
ruent  pol ic ies contr i l tu te to the systenr  of  consutn l t t ior r
through tax regulat ion.  loans.  and subsid ies.  Casol ine
pl ices,  for  exanrple.  have l . ieerr  kept  ar t i f ic ia l lv  lou to
kt 'ep consunrers buving sas aud o i l  conrpanl '  prof i ts
rrr 'on'ing. The net effect of t lrese sover.nrnent policies anrl
t rar le  agreenrents is  not  onlv  to nr lsk the ser . ious envi -
lor r r r renta l  costs l tu t  to  la t ional ize t l tenr  in  the nante of
t  onsunrpt ion ( re:  t rac le) .

This condensed svsterns v ierr .  o f  consunrpt ion l 'ou l r l
r rot  be conrplete u ' i thout  recogniz ine t l re  donr i r rant  in f lu-
t , r rce of  the i ransnat ional  c .or-por .at iorrs  (TNCs).  Dar ic l
hor tens (1995) desc.r i l les in  r le ta i l  hr i l .TNCs have corne
Io fonn global for-profit supelstnr<.tur.r-s. callving nror.c
l ro l i t ica l  ancl  econonr ic  pou'er  t l r ln  rn i inv inr l iv ic lual
r r i r t i on -s ta tes .  Les l i e  Sk la iL  ( i n  Goo t l u  i n  e t  a l .  1997 )
r lo turr rerr ts  the recent  lap i t l  gr -orr - th of  a t ransrrat ional
t  lp i ta l is t  c lass c 'onsis t ins o i  TNC t ,or .por .ate erec,ut i r  es
i r r r r l  t l tose lho -sy1111611 thei r  in terests-h igh r .ankin.s
l , r 'okers for  consunr l r t ior r  nrr rorrg nat ioni r l  go\ .efnnre l r t
i r r r r l  r r redia inst i tu t ions.  l ' l r is  c . las-s l rarrsr .err r ls  s late
l rourr r lar jes and pel l raps a lso state lo ta l t ies.  p lac i r rg
ulo l ra l  corporate le lat ior is  as top pr ior . i t r . .  ' l 'he rop exec-
r r t ive c lass of  t l re  TNCs norr '  for . rn a k ind of  F i rs t  \ \ 'or .L l
r r  i th in Thi rc l  \ \br ld  countr ies as nel l ,  consurning at  the
l r ighest  Ievels and rnaki r rg i t  the i r  busi r ress to 1r 'or lore
crr i  i ronnrenta l ly  h igh i rnpat . t  I i fest l les for  the r i r i lsses.

1 'akerr  a l together .  the g lo l )a l  s ls terr r  of  l ;us i r resses.
r r r lve l t isers,  nret l ia .  govenln ler) ts .  anr l  l 'NC,.  have ler . t .
t r r t 'cessfu lh '  co l lur le t l  lo  l r r i r rg e lo l ra l  t r .ade and the r ,u l -
tLrra l  i t leo logy of  h igh t .onsrr r r rpt iorr  to  the top of  the
u or ' l t l  agenda.  The err l i ronrnc.nt i r l  inrpac. ts  of  these
i r r t ' r 'eas i r rg rates of  p lot luc t ior r  ant l  t 'onsunr l r t ion ar .e u-e l l
r lo t 'unrented.  But  to  keel t  t lar le  ar t r l  c t .onont i t 's  t r ,1 t  pr . i -
, , r ' i { r ' .  lhese costs nrust  l re  h i t l t len f rurr r  publ ic '  r . ien. :  the
,  r ' r re l lv  of  sr reatshol r  la l ror  i rnr l  rnassive c, learr .uts  is  jar -
l i r rg.  b leaking the i l lus ion o l '  the s l r in l ,  pr .ot luct .  g i f t  o f
I t r ' l r r ro logr ' .  P la l 'ers i r r  t l re  r .onsr , r r r rpt ion svstern have a
gl rat  deal  s taked on g lo l r i r l izat ion of  r .onsurner  values.' l ' l re i l  suc 'cess ut ler lv  t leperr t ls  on t l re  s ls ternat ic  t le-
. lnr t ' t ion of  the Eart l r 's  r r r t r r l r r l  s \s lenrs.  l 'hc, r '  l i l l  do
r r l r l t  t hev  neec l  t o  i n  ox le r  t o  kee l r  t l r e i r . ug t , n r l a  t he  p r i -
r r r i r r ' \ ' fo l t 'e  in  the r ro l l r l .

CONSTR UCTIX'G, \ \OTI I  ER VISION

Anrth ing th is  out  of  balunce generates a
correc.tive svsterrrs re.rl lonse. ' l ' lrere are actir t
pro jects undenlay to reth ink the scale o[  corr -
sut t rpt ion in  nor t l ie ln industr ia l izer l  nat iorrs .  I r r
one  s tud_v  ( \ ea ln ins  f o r  Ba lance  199 ; ) .
Anrer ic 'ans explessecl  (onr .ern that  "ntater . ia l -

isr l .  greed.  and sel f ishness i r r r . r .e ls inglv  c lonr inat t r
Anrer ican l i fe ,  crorrd i r rg out  a r r rore r r reaningfu l  set  of
values centerecl  on farr r i l r ' .  r 'esponsib i l i t r . .  ar rc l  cornnrurr i -
t r ' . "  Foctrs  groul )  sur le ls  shurr 'er l  . \ rner . i r .ans st r .ongl r
i rgreed that  " the \ ra\ '  \ re  l i r  e  l r ror luces too nrur . l r
ru aste...ancl r.on,cull les too ruirr)\ res()Llrces. ' l 'he' rellor.t
spurrec i  the \ lerck F-arr r i l i ' l i ' r r r r t l  to  set  u l )  a  ne\r ' l lon-
plofit, ' l 'he Center fclr a Nel' .{nreric.an Dr.eanr, l.host:
I t t iss ion is  to  rec luc 'e lesoLnL.e r .urrsurnpt ion i r r  the L iS
rr  l r i le  i rnpror  ing the qLral i t l '  o f  l i ie .

Other  nes '  g loul )s  har  e taken up the task of  er luc.a-
t ion and e\po-sure:  Nol thuest  Enr . i r .onrr rent  \ I ' t r lch l ras
lesearc 'hed ancl  prrb l is l ret l  shor t  hanr l l rooks on ( .ar .s .
er lerg) ' ,  and tor ics i r r  t l re i r  l r ior . r .c ion.  St t r l l ' is  orre of  lhe i r .
t r iur r rphs.  te l l ing t l re  t lue sto l ies of  r .orr rputers,  b ic t ' r . les.
{ l 'ench f r ies.  anr l  harr r l  r r r  lgers- in t . l  ur l  i  r r - r  a l  l  the l r  i r l t . lcn
I inks f ronr  c ladle to srare. ' l ' l re  Ct- r r ter . f t r r .  l \ ler l ia  L i tera-
cv based in Los - { r rgeles uorks r r i th  r ' l r i l t l r .en anr l  teerrs
to  ra i se  cons (  i ( , l r : n r , : s  u l r , r r r l  t r l - r  i s i o t t  l , r . og t . u r t rn t i ns
and aclver t is ins.  In  t l r r :  er r r r . r 'g i r rg I ' ie l t l  o f  ec, r ,ps l .chologr ' .
t l rerapists  e\ l )ose t l re  r lest rLr t . t i r  e  bel ie fs  of  inadecqirac l
genelated b l  ar l ler t is ing.  a l i l r l r  i r rs  heal ing apl l roaches
florrr acldict ion/rec.ovell rno, Iel s.

So r t re  a re  e r rg , rge , l  i r r  i r r . t i r  r  l es i . t l r r r ce  t o  l l r e  va r . i o r r s
c 'o l luc l ing e ler lenls  o l '  the r .onsurrrpt ion s l .s terr r .  ' fhe
"UnplLrg rour  T\" '  e loul l  l ras launcl ret l  a  nat ional  r .anr-
1;a ign to sul )por t  te ler is ion- fasts arr r l  enc.our .ace e, rper . i -
r r rents l ' i t l r  a l te lnat i le  c .orr rnrurr i t r . - l ru i l r l ins soi . ia l  act i i . -
i t ie- . .  Local  ro lurr lu lv  s i r r rPl ic . i t r  sroul )s  ar-ound the corr -
t i r r en t  a re  o lg ln i z i nq  "Buv  No th ing  Da) "  e \ . en t s  t he  t l u r
af ter  Thankssiv ins{ .  chal lengine s l rop-
pers '  habi ts  on the I r igh-
est  sa les lo lurne t la l  o f
the lear. Olganic foorl
1 , r ' o , l uc ' e r s  a r r , l  a r l vo -
('ates urge lteople lo l-rr-n'
l oc ' a l  and  res i s t  t hc
t t ' r t t l r t a t i o r r s  o f  l u r r { - r l i s -
tanc 'e food.  . \ r r t i - junk
n ra i l  c ' an rpa igns  l r ave
lec luc 'ec l  personal  r r ru i l
l l ou ' s  l o  so l l l e  e r t t ' l r t .
Yelnront  has l ra l r r ret l  l r i l l -

r i
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lxrirrrls fronr tlrr: 51111'-f11;11' r 'elreshingl I anr personall l
p lot t ing a carnpaign to get  r i r l  o [  a i rpor t  lva i t ing area
TVs-r , rho asker l  f r r r  t l r is  est .a lat ion of  the invasion?

Er lLrc 'at ion an( l  res is t i l l lce expose the scale anr [
in f l t rence of  consrr r r r t : r i r , r r .  r ' * r ' * , r l i , rg  the necessi ty  to
rvork at  the stnrctura l  le le l ,  ant . l  r .hange systenl ic  pat-
te lns.  Nor l rerg-Hor lge urges people to break the run-
ar!'ay spiral of "l l igness" by rl iversifying local econonric
activit l '- l-ruikling bike paths instearl of roacls, inrpror'-
ing spaces {br snrirl l-scale public nrarkets, clecentralizing
energt' clevelopnrent. Strtrctural policies that favor "lo-
calization" can counter the ol'envhelnring trend tol 'ard
globrrl izrrtion. Likew'ise, policies that favor reduced use
of ral ' nraterials can help recluce envilonmental inrpirct.
Dennrark, fol exanrple, successfullt '  bannecl throivaray
sof t  c l r ink conta iner-s (Durning 1992 p93);  Gernran
inclustrl. nrust now collect or recl.cle their packaging
nrate l ia ls  as r re l l  as l ) i r f ts  in  r r  nunrbero[consunrergoocls
sucl r  us t t r ls  arr t l  appl iant .es.

One of  the nrost  rar l ica l  s t ructura l  proposals is  the
leplacenrent of GDP (Cross Dornestic. Pr.ocluct) r ' i th GPI
(CenLr ine Progress Indic .ator) .  I iedef in ing Progress.
basecl  in  San Fl i rnc isco.  l ro ints  out  that  the GDP s inrp lv
t l least l res t l te  zrntount  oI  nrr tnet  r 'h lnging hanr ls-
l 'hc-thel thirt rrronev goes fol nerl gootls. divorce nretl ia-
t ion.  nrer l ica l  ( ' i r re .  o l  p l ison brr i l r l ing.  ' l 'he GDP not  onh
"rnarsks the l l letrkclorrn of t lre soc.ial stluc.tur.e ancl t lre
natr . r ra l  habi tat  upon r th i t . l r  the e, . , rnor i r r -ancl  l i fe
i tse l l -u l t inrate l l  c lepenr. l l  rvorse.  i t  actual l ,v  pof t ra)  s

t t t lsuc l r  b let rkr lo \ rn as econonr ic  gain."  (Col tb,  Halstead.
anrl Ron'e 1995 p3). In fac't. the GDP serr.es intlLrstr.ies
basecl  on re- ioLrrce r leplet ion b l '  count ing thei r .  earn ings
a*r  a gain rather  th i rn a loss of  natr r l l l  cd l l i t l l .  GIP,  in  con-
t rast ,  inc luc les in  the ta l l r  the posi t ive vrr lue of  the house-
holc l  ancl  vo lunteer  e( .ononr] ' .  ancl  subtracts the cost  of  a i r
ant l  r r 'a te l  pol lu t ion to hurntrn heal th.  Chal lenging the
rr r is leading f ig t r les o l  the GDP is  a s t r .ategic  wa\ .  to
c l r r rnse the feer l l tack nrec l r t rn isnrs in  t l ie  svstenr .

A foul th res l )onse to th is  jLrggernaut  of  consunrpt ion
is  to bui lc l  conrnruni tv  t r r rc l  c .u i ture that  of fer  a l ter .nat ive
soLrrces of  sat is fact ion.  In  nol thern \ -ermont  ancl  Nel '
Flanrpshire. "The Lipper' \-allev: 2001 and Beyoncl"
groLrp fac i l i ta tes cornnruni tv  fonrnrs to help smal l  torns
ar t icu late thei r  va lues.  Thel '  then set  act ion pr ior i t ies
basecl  on col laborat ive c lec is ion-rnaking.  Northrvest
Earth Institute volunteers p;rrt icipate in w'ork erchange
u'eekencls to shale large household projects and build
f r ienclships.  A nunrber  of  towns l ike Bur l ington.
Vernront offer nonalcoholic First Night alternatives to
traditional Nerv \-ear's parties, using the event to shale
local talent u'ith the conrnrunitr '.
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\ \en r l e l I  I ] t ' r r l  n r i t t : s  t ' l r r r l t r e r r t l l  o I  an  a l t e rna t i r , .
l . is ion lvht 'n  ht '  sJrr .aks of  t l re  t r t r r :  p leasure of  eat i r rg
(1990).  Our enjoyrr rent  of  foor l  should not  have to
rlepenrl on our ignorlnce. he sar.s. I lather, lve can nl()st
f reely  enjo l  rvhat  lve eat . i [ ' *e t rLr l l  knolv the whole r i r . l r
s tory behinr l  ear . l r  l l i te- the laces of  the farmers,  th t .
texture oI  the soi l ,  th . ,s l r r rpe of  t l re  y ,ear 's  grorv ing sea-
son,  the source of the seer l .  \ \c 'have a long lvay to go to
get  out  f ronr  unr- ler  the envi ronrnenta l ly  devastat ing
thunrb of  c ,onsunrer isnr  r . rnt l  overconsrrrnpt ion,  but  ther . t .
a re  n lun )  1 le , t p l e  n rak ing  a  s t i u t .

I hal'e a bLrtton I picked u1l sonrervhels-i1 5i11.
' 'Heavi ly  in to Noth ing."  I  th ink I ' l I  rvear  i r  on BLrr-
Noth ing Dar.  \ \ant  to  jo in nre? I
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