
Saffron: Production Progress & Market Promise 
 
 
 

Friday, March 15, 2019  
University of Vermont, Davis Center, Burlington, VT 

8:00 - 9:00 Registration & Saffron Coffee  
     Cheryl Frank Sullivan, UVM 
 

9:00 - 9:15 Welcome & Introduction 
     Margaret Skinner, UVM 
 

9:15 - 10:20 Saffron Production in Europe 
     Gaetano De Felice, Clesia , Italy 

10:20 - 10:40 Soil Mycorrhizae & Fertilizers for Better Saffron Yield 
     Mohamed Amine Ayari, Université Laval, Canada 

10:40 - 11:00 Coffee Break (Saffron cookies will be served.) 

11:00 - 11:20 Effects of Climate & Soils on Saffron Production 
     Rahmatallah Gheshm, Univ. of Rhode Island 

11:20 - 11:50 Saffron Quality Assessment in Morocco 
     Mounira Lage, Nat. Inst. of Agron. Research, Morocco 

11:50 – 12:10 Saffron Solar: A Win/Win Partnership 
     Chester Elliott, Peck Solar & Arash Ghalehgolabbehbahani, UVM 

12:10 – 1:00 Lunch (Time to chat with growers and experts and view poster presentations) 
 

1:00 – 2:00 Grower-to-Grower Forum: How does Your Saffron Grow?  
Discussions about diseases, rodents, weeds and more. 
    Bruce L. Parker - UVM (facilitator),  Arash Ghalehgolabbehbahani - UVM  
    Hans Rotteveel - Roco Saffron, Patti Padua -   Cobble Creek Nursery,  
    Kate O’Connor, The Whole Flower & Gaetano De Felice, Clesia,   

2:00 – 2:30 Saffron Corm Production 
    Hans Rotteveel, Roco Saffron, The Netherlands  

2:30 - 2:50 Saffron: A Promising Natural Gastrointestinal Drug 

     Hassan Ashktorab, Howard University, Washington, D.C. 

2:50 – 3:50 Saffron Market Opportunities Here and There 
Now that we have some product, how do we sell it? 
     Gaetano De Felice, Clesia , Italy, Parker Shorey, Ferrisburgh, VT & NYC,  
     Steve Leach, Red Thread Farmstead, Swanton, VT 

3:50 – 4:00 What Does the Future Hold?  
     Margaret Skinner, Arash Ghalehgolab & Bruce L. Parker, UVM  

Brought to you by the North American Center for Saffron Research and Development & the Univ. of VT (UVM) 
Entomology Research Laboratory. This research was supported by UVM College of Agriculture & Life Sciences, UVM 

Extension System; Roco Saffron, USDA Hatch Program, and the VT Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. 
 

Please visit our website! https://www.uvm.edu/~saffron/ 
 

Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed at this event are the presenter’s and do not necessarily reflect the view of the funding organizations. 

Events are open to everyone without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. 
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