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New Historical Marker Dedicated in Hinesburg

On Sunday, September 26, 2010 a new historic marker was unveiled
in Chittenden County. It is dedicated to early black settlers who came
to Hinesburg in the 1790s from Connecticut and Massachusetts. About
¿IW\¿YHSHRSOHJDWKHUHGDWWKHERWWRPRI/LQFROQ+LOO5RDGWRZLWQHVV
the dedication. Elise Guyette, president of the Chittenden County
Historical Society and author of Discovering Black Vermont: African
American Farmers in Hinesburgh, 1790-1870, gave a brief speech. She
outlined the joys and hardships of the Clarks and Peters, who eventually
became eight extended families with successful farms, middle class
status, and church membership in the local Baptist church. Along with
many townspeople, descendants from Vermont and Massachusetts
attended. Several spoke movingly about their ancestors and their pride in
these early pioneers who overcame hardships on the hill, became voting
members of the Hinesburg community, and sheltered people who had
HVFDSHGVODYHU\$IWHUWKHXQYHLOLQJ*X\HWWHOHGDWRXURI/LQFROQ+LOO
5RDGWKDWLQFOXGHGVLWHVRIWKHROG3HWHUVDQG&ODUNKRPHVWHDGVDQGWKH
abandoned black cemetery at the top of the hill.

Richmond’s Checkered House
by
J. Brooks Buxton

Courtesy UVM Special Collections.

5LFKPRQG¶V&KHFNHUHG+RXVHDKDQGVRPH)HGHUDOEULFNKRXVH
ZLWKGLVWLQFWLYHHQGZDOOVRI)OHPLVK%RQGEULFNZRUNDQGDVHFRQG
VWRU\3DOODGLDQZLQGRZZDVPRVWSUREDEO\EXLOW7KH
house has been known variously for nearly 200 years as the Checkered
Brick House, the Chequered House, and today simply as the Checkered
House.
7KH&KHFNHUHG+RXVHLVSURSLWLRXVO\ORFDWHGMXVWEDFNIURPWKH
QRUWKHUQEDQNRIWKH:LQRRVNL5LYHUDWWKHLPSRUWDQWLQWHUVHFWLRQRI
two main arterial roads that have linked the towns of Jericho, Williston
DQG(VVH[ZLWK5LFKPRQGVLQFHWKHODWHHLJKWHHQWKFHQWXU\7KH
:LOOLVWRQ7XUQSLNH QRZ86 IURPHDUO\VHWWOHUGD\VZHQWWKURXJK
WKHOXVKULYHUERWWRPPHDGRZVNQRZQDV5LFKPRQG)ODWVDQGHQGHGDW
WKH:LQRRVNL5LYHUMXVWRSSRVLWHWKH&KHFNHUHG+RXVHSURSHUW\DFURVV
WKHULYHU7KHULYHUZDVWRRZLGHDQGWRRGHHSWRIRUGHDVLO\DQGDIHUU\
was utilized until a wooden covered bridge was built around the 1820s.
7KHFRYHUHGEULGJHNQRZQWKURXJKWKHFHQWXULHVDVWKH7XUQSLNH
%ULGJH+RZH¶V%ULGJHDQG&RQDQW¶V%ULGJHZDVUHSODFHGE\DVWHHO
structure built slightly downstream in 1928–1929.
7KHSURSHUW\ZKHUHWKH&KHFNHUHG+RXVHLVORFDWHGZDVRULJLQDOO\
in the southern part of the town of Jericho, but on October 27, 1794,
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Checkered House Bridges, circa November 1929. Courtesy UVM Special Collections.

the General Assembly of the State of Vermont established “a new town
RI5LFKPRQGIURPWKHSDUWVRI-HULFKR1HZ+XQWLQJWRQ +XQWLQJWRQ 
DQG:LOOLVWRQ´(DUO\5LFKPRQGWRZQUHFRUGVLQGLFDWHWKDWWKHODQG
on which the Checkered House would be built was originally owned
E\$PRV%URZQVRQRQHRI5LFKPRQG¶V¿UVWVHWWOHUV%URZQVRQVROG
WKHSURSHUW\WR-DFRE6SDIIRUGZKRVROGKLVSURSHUW\/RWDQG
SDUWRI/RWWRWDOLQJDFUHVDQGURGVRIODQG³WKHZKROHSDUW
of the farm on which I now live,” to Martin Chittenden of Jericho on
1RYHPEHU6SDIIRUGKDGSXUFKDVHGSDUWRIWKLVDFUHV
/RWFRQVLVWLQJRIDFUHVIURP7UXPDQ&KLWWHQGHQRI:LOOLVWRQ
0DUWLQ&KLWWHQGHQ¶V\RXQJHUEURWKHU
0DUWLQDQG7UXPDQZHUHVRQVRI7KRPDV&KLWWHQGHQZKRVHUYHG
as governor of Vermont for 19 terms from 1778 until his death in 1797.
After his marriage in 1749 to Elizabeth Meigs, he moved to Salisbury,
Connecticut where his father had purchased a small farm for the new
couple. He soon prospered, becoming one of the largest land holders
in Salisbury and active in town affairs. In keeping with his position,
he built an imposing brick manse for his large family which is still
standing today in remarkable condition in Salisbury.
According to a story handed down in the Chittenden family,
during the 1760s Colonel Chittenden, as head of a Connecticut militia
regiment, led an expedition to rescue several captured residents who
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had been taken north to Canada. After freeing the captives, the men
FDPSHGRQWKHLUZD\KRPHLQDYDOOH\RQWKH:LQRRVNL5LYHUQHDU
0RXQW0DQV¿HOG)DPLO\OHJHQGKDVLWWKDW&RORQHO&KLWWHQGHQ
UHPDUNHG³7KLVLVDSDUDGLVH,I,FDQJHWWLWOHWRODQGKHUH,ZLOOEXLOG
my house and settle it with my sons around me.”
&KLWWHQGHQ¶VIDLWKIXOZLIHERUHKLPWHQFKLOGUHQDQGLQWKH
“Chittendens decided to move their family north, where land was
DEXQGDQWDQGWKHSULFHVVWLOOFKHDS´&RQWLQXLQJWRTXRWHIURP)UDQN
6PDOOZRRG¶VThomas Chittenden: Vermont’s First Statesman, “on May
17, 1773, he and his two colleagues signed a bond binding them to
SXUFKDVHODQGLQWKHWRZQVKLSRI:LOOLVWRQIURPWKH2QLRQ5LYHU/DQG
&RPSDQ\´(YHQWXDOO\&KLWWHQGHQ¶VKROGLQJVZRXOGWRWDODFUHV
with Jonathan Spafford and Abijah Pratt, his two Salisbury friends as
original partners, holding a few hundred acres.
,Q7KRPDV&KLWWHQGHQEXLOWDQRWKHUODUJH)HGHUDOVW\OH
EULFNKRXVHIRUKLVIDPLO\DERYHKLVEHORYHG2QLRQ5LYHULQ:LOOLVWRQ
Sadly for posterity, his brick house burned down in 1926, but its
RULJLQDOZRRGHQHOOUHPDLQVRQWKH&KLWWHQGHQ&ODUNIDUP7KRPDV
DQG(OL]DEHWK¶VROGHVWVRQ&RO1RDK&KLWWHQGHQEXLOWD)HGHUDO
VW\OHEULFNKRXVHWRRDFURVVWKH2QLRQ5LYHULQ-HULFKRMXVWRSSRVLWH
his younger brother, Martin, who was given his newly built splendid
)OHPLVK%RQGEULFNKRXVHDVDZHGGLQJSUHVLGHQWE\KLVIDWKHULQ
Martin Chittenden was elected governor of Vermont in 1813 and again
LQDQGVHUYHGDVD86&RQJUHVVPDQIURPWR+HZDV
obviously living in his splendid manse in Jericho when he purchased
WKH5LFKPRQGSURSHUW\LQ3HUKDSVHYHQIURP:DVKLQJWRQ'&
while he was serving in Congress, he could still focus on more land
holdings in Jericho, and yet perhaps another brick house.
*LOHV&KLWWHQGHQWKH&KLWWHQGHQ¶VWKLUGVRQZDVDOVRJLYHQDYHU\
large commodious brick house with an upstairs ballroom by his father;
it was located above the Gov. Chittenden home farm in Williston on
ZKDWLVQRZNQRZQDVWKH*RY&KLWWHQGHQ5RDG$EULFNVHWLQLWV
JDEOHLQGLFDWHVWKHGDWHRILWVFRQVWUXFWLRQZDVLQ$ODV7UXPDQ
Chittenden, their fourth son, had to settle for a lovely large wooden
IUDPH)HGHUDOKRXVHZKLFKKHEXLOWLQRQ)UHQFK+LOORQWKH
:LOOLVWRQ7XUQSLNH
1RZEDFNWRWKHQRUWKEDQNRIWKH2QLRQ5LYHULQ5LFKPRQGDQG
those forgetful Brownson and Spafford folks and their descendants
whose deeds, land records, letters, journals or diaries, or oral family
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KLVWRU\LIHYHUH[LVWHGIDLOWRPHQWLRQRUWRGHVFULEHWKH)OHPLVK%RQG
EULFNKRXVHLQTXHVWLRQ'LGWKH6SDIIRUGVLQWU\LQJWRNHHSXSZLWKWKH
&KLWWHQGHQVEXLOGWKHLU)OHPLVK%RQGEULFNKRXVHEHIRUHLWZDVVROG
to Martin Chittenden in 1810? Martin and his wife would have had
children old enough to live in and to manage the Spafford property by
7KH&KLWWHQGHQIDPLO\SHQFKDQWIRUEULFNKRXVHVZLWKEDOOURRPV
could perhaps be an obvious reason for his desire to purchase the
subject house. Of course its convenient neighborhood location, just
DPLOHRUWZRHDVWGRZQWKH2QLRQ5LYHU5RDGFRXOGKDYHDOVREHHQ
another strong reason for Martin to acquire the Checkered House in
5LFKPRQG
Could Martin Chittenden have possibly cased an originally framed
house, newly purchased from Spafford, in brick patterned after his own
)OHPLVK%RQGEULFNPDQVHGRZQWKHURDG"7KLVWRPHLVXQOLNHO\ZLWK
KLV&RQJUHVVLRQDOREOLJDWLRQVLQ:DVKLQJWRQ'&$OVRLWKDGEHHQ
\HDUVVLQFHKLVRZQ)OHPLVK%RQGEULFNKRXVHKDGEHHQFRQVWUXFWHG
and its builders, carpenters and master masons may have died off or
moved to another town.
%ULFNKRXVHVODLGLQSDWWHUQHG)OHPLVK%RQGDUHUDUHLQ9HUPRQW
with perhaps the most noted example being its neighbor on the Onion
5LYHU5RDGWKH&KLWWHQGHQ+DVEURRNKRXVHLQ-HULFKR7KHUHDUHRWKHU
examples in Arlington, Middlebury, and the Gen. John Strong Mansion
EXLOWLQLQ$GGLVRQIDFLQJ/DNH&KDPSODLQ³LWLVD¿QHKRXVH
LQVLGHDQGRXWEXLOWRIEULFNEXUQHGIURPKLVRZQFOD\SLWVDQGODLGLQ
SDWWHUQHG)OHPLVK%RQG´$IHZRWKHU)OHPLVK%RQGEULFNKRXVHVFDQ
EHVHHQLQWKHVRXWKHDVWHUQSDUWRIWKHVWDWHLQWKH&RQQHFWLFXW5LYHU
Valley.
6LPLODUODWHHLJKWHHQWKRUHDUO\QLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\)OHPLVK%RQG
brick houses, though generally on a larger scale, are found also in the
+XGVRQ5LYHU9DOOH\DQGLQ3HQQV\OYDQLD7KHEULFNVIRUVRPHRIWKHVH
KRXVHVZHUHVKLSSHGIURPWKH1HWKHUODQGVKHQFHSHUKDSVWKHQDPH
However, architectural historians and preservationists now apparently
agree that in Vermont the bricks were made locally in an onsite kiln.
If some of the headers were selected from bricks whose ends were
blackened or glazed in the kiln, then the pattern became much more
striking.
7KH¿UVWVHPLQDOVXUYH\RIROG9HUPRQWKRXVHVZDVGRQHE\
Herbert Wheaton Congdon in the late 1930–1940s, an outgrowth of the
2OG%XLOGLQJVSURJUDPLQLWLDWHGE\WKH5REHUW+XOO)OHPLQJ0XVHXP
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8QLYHUVLW\RI9HUPRQWDQGVSRQVRUHGE\WKH-DPHV%HQMDPLQ:LOEXU
/LEUDU\)XQG7KLVXQLTXHVXUYH\RI9HUPRQWKRXVHVXSWRZDV
RQHRIWKH¿UVWKLVWRULFDODUFKLWHFWXUDOOLVWLQJVLQWKHFRXQWU\9HUPRQW
brick houses were, Congdon wrote, a practical desire for permanence
DQGORZPDLQWHQDQFHLQFRORQLDO9HUPRQW¶VURXJKVHDVRQV2IFRXUVH
³DPLOGDPELWLRQIRUDKRXVH¿WWLQJIRULWVRZQHU¶VVRFLDOVWDQGLQJ
sometimes entered in to these matters, although permanence is a quality
WKDWDSSHDOVWRGHHSURRWHGIHHOLQJVLQRXUSHRSOH´&RQJGRQ¶V
book, Old Vermont HousesGHVFULEHVLQGHWDLOWKH&KLWWHQGHQ+DVEURXN
house in Jericho, but unfortunately does not mention the Checkered
+RXVHLQ5LFKPRQG,QWKH&KHFNHUHG+RXVHZDVOLVWHGRQWKH
Vermont Historic Sites and Structures Survey.
Martin Chittenden sold the Checkered House property to Joshua
DQG/XFUHWLD:KLWFRPERQ-DQXDU\/XFUHWLDZDVZLGRZHG
at an early age and it appears that she opened a small hotel or a stage
coach stop and tavern with a ballroom upstairs with her daughter and
VRQLQODZ:LOOLDP)UHHPDQLQWKHV7KHSURSHUW\ZDVWKHQ
sold to Giles Howe in 1876 and four generations of the Howe family
RZQHGWKHSURSHUW\XQWLOLWZDVVROGWR5RJHU6WUHHWHULQ7RXULVW
cabins were built on the property by Harry and Caroline Howe in 1932;
DPRWHOZDVDGGHGODWHU7KHPDLQIDUPEDUQZDVVROGWRWKH6KHOEXUQH
0XVHXPLQ7KHWLPEHUVIURPWKLVEDUQDQGRWKHU9HUPRQW
EDUQVZHUHGLVPDQWOHGDQGUHDVVHPEOHGWREXLOGWKH+RUVHVKRH%DUQ
RQWKH0XVHXP¶VJURXQGV6XEVHTXHQWO\WKHSURSHUW\ZDVVROGLQ
WR)RUUHVW&RFKUDQZKRRSHQHGWKH&KHTXHUV&RXQWU\5HVWDXUDQW
&RFKUDQVROGWKHSURSHUW\LQWR6WHYHQDQG/DUD$WNLQVZKRDIWHU
FRQVLGHUDEOHUHQRYDWLRQVRSHQHG7KH.LWFKHQ7DEOH%LVWURUHVWDXUDQW
RQ)HEUXDU\
7ZRH[WHUQDOHYHQWVKDYHKDGDGLUHFWLPSDFWRQWKH&KHFNHUHG
+RXVHSURSHUW\)LUVWO\ZDVWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH&HQWUDO9HUPRQW
5DLOURDGIURP0RQWSHOLHUWR%XUOLQJWRQLQZKLFKFURVVHG
and split up the property. Secondly was the construction of the
,QWHUVWDWHDQGWKHRI¿FLDORSHQLQJRIWKH5LFKPRQGLQWHUFKDQJH([LW
11 on October 30, 1964 which further bypassed the property.
7RGD\WKHZLGRZ/XFUHWLD:KLWFRPEFRXOGQRORQJHUJHQWHHOO\
stand in her handsome front doorway and watch the oxen pulling
wagons or teams of horses with their dust passing by on the Onion
5LYHU5RDGQRURQD6XQGD\JUDFLRXVO\EHVHHQJUHHWLQJWKHJXHVWVDV
they drove up the long drive to the house. Would she have heard from
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local oral tradition, from her father or her grandfather, the names of
WKHVHPDVWHUEXLOGHUVIUDPLQJDQG¿QLVKLQWHULRUFDUSHQWHUVDQGEULFN
masons who built these Chittenden houses, several large enough to
have an upstairs ballroom. Surely the sites of the clay banks and the
brick kilns for the Checkered House would still have been known even
in the 1840s.
One oral tradition concerning the Checkered House can be
VXEVWDQWLDWHGDQGUHIXWHG7KHUHDSSHDUVWREHQRUHFRUGRIWKHKRXVH
VHUYLQJDVDZD\VWDWLRQIRUWKH8QGHUJURXQG5DLOURDGIRUUXQDZD\
VODYHVWUDYHOLQJWKURXJK9HUPRQWWR&DQDGD+DUULHW5LJJVLQ
Richmond, Vermont, A History of More Than 200 Years, concluded after
FDUHIXOUHVHDUFKWKDW-XGJH%ULJJVDQGKLVVRQLQODZ(GZDUG6WDQVEXU\
ZHUHWKHWZRFRQWDFWVLQ5LFKPRQGIRUIXJLWLYHVWUDYHOLQJRQWKHVR
FDOOHG8QGHUJURXQGUDLOURDG%ULJJVDQG6WDQVEXU\ZHUHQRWDVVRFLDWHG
with the Checkered House.
Speculation whether in historical coincidences or in land is a
constant theme of this paper. It has been a challenge to research and
to attempt to determine accurately which member of the Brownson or
Spafford families, father or son, actually built the Checkered House
and its exact year of construction. It would appear likely that Martin
Chittenden, the owner of the house from 1810–1830, was not the
RULJLQDOEXLOGHU7KH&KHFNHUHG+RXVHKDVUHPDUNDEO\VXUYLYHGDQG
stands today as a living testament of the vision of the early settlers.
'HVSLWHWKHLQURDGVRIWKH&HQWUDO9HUPRQW5DLOURDGDQGWKHLQWHUVWDWH
highway system in their respective centuries, the Checkered House
continues to serve and to delight the many new settlers who live and
still farm—some for many generations—in these towns through which
7KRPDV&KLWWHQGHQ¶VSDUDGLVLDFDO2QLRQ5LYHUÀRZV
Acknowledgments: J. Brooks Buxton of Jericho would like to thank the
IROORZLQJSHRSOHIRUWKHLUKHOS/LQGD3DUHQW7RZQ&OHUN7RZQRI5LFKPRQG
+DUULHW:KHDWOH\5LJJV5LFKPRQG+LVWRULFDO6RFLHW\-HDQ%XUNV6KHOEXUQH
0XVHXP-RKQ3'XPYLOOH9HUPRQW'LYLVLRQRI+LVWRULF3UHVHUYDWLRQ
Sources: Please contact the Bulletin editor if you would like a list of the sources
consulted.
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Report to the Taxpayer
by
Stephen Hitchcock
Stephen Hitchcock, a Burlington High School graduate, wrote this
article after he attended his 1946 class reunion around 1986. It was
among papers saved by Steve’s track coach, Holland “Dutch” Smith.
Thanks to Nancy Tracy for sending it to us.
Any resident of Burlington who is 70 years of age or more has
been paying school taxes for a long, long time. Was all this money
ZHOOVSHQW"7KHDQVZHULVQRZDYDLODEOHIRUWKHPRQH\\RXJDYHVRPH
\HDUVDJR7KH%XUOLQJWRQ+LJK6FKRRO&ODVVRIUHFHQWO\
held a reunion and surveyed the comings, goings and doings of their
classmates over the past several years.
Of the more than 180 graduating seniors, 17 had died, including
DOLIHORVWLQWKHFRPEDWRIWKDWDOPRVWIRUJRWWHQZDULQ.RUHD)URPWKH
DGGUHVVHVRISHRSOHZKRUHVSRQGHGZHOHDUQWKDWDUHVWLOOLQ
WKH%XUOLQJWRQDUHDDUHHOVHZKHUHLQ9HUPRQWHOVHZKHUH
LQ1HZ(QJODQG PRVWO\0DVVDFKXVHWWVDQG&RQQHFWLFXW DQG
DUHLQRWKHUVWDWHVDQGFRXQWULHV PRVWO\1HZ<RUN)ORULGDDQG7H[DV 
2IDOOWKHPRQH\\RXVSHQWRQRXUHGXFDWLRQWKHUHIRUHRILW
ZHQWWRHQULFKRWKHUSDUWVRIWKLVFRXQWU\7KHVHH[LOHVLQFOXGHPRUH
WKHQRIWKHER\VZKRJUDGXDWHGWKDW\HDU&XULRXVO\DJRRGO\
number of these expatriates are now starting to drift back to Vermont,
HLWKHUWRZRUNRUWRUHWLUH:KDWWKH\ZLOO¿QGLVDELWVWDUWOLQJIRU
anyone who has been away for four decades.
 ,Q%XUOLQJWRQGHVSLWHWKHLQÀXHQFHRI890ZDVQRW
DVRSKLVWLFDWHGWRZQ,WKDGMXVWHPHUJHGIURPWKH'HSUHVVLRQDQG
World War II. Its downtown was perhaps in retrospect a bit shabby,
but it was the only shopping area we knew except for a small cluster
RIVKRSVRQ1RUWK6WUHHW&KDQJHZDVSRVVLEO\RQWKHZD\EHFDXVHD
+RZDUG-RKQVRQ¶VUHVWDXUDQWZDVEHLQJEXLOWRQ6KHOEXUQH5RDGWRWKH
consternation of the neighbors.
It was a safe town. Children rode their bicycles all over the
FLW\²IURP:DXEHQDNHH*ROI&RXUVHRQ6KHOEXUQH5RDGWR(WKDQ
$OOHQ3DUNRQWKHQRUWK6W0DU\¶VKLOOZDVWKHUHIRUVOHGGLQJLQWKH
winter and numerous lots were available for football or basketball
with nary a thought to injuries, lawsuits or dangerous strangers. Warm
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VSULQJHYHQLQJVODVWHGIRUHYHUIRUFKLOGUHQSOD\LQJ³.LFNWKH&DQ´
under the street lights until one by one the players were called in by
their parents.
 ,WZDVDZDONLQJWRZQ<RXZDONHGWRVFKRROWRZRUNDQGWR
shop, and in high school you walked with your date on Saturday night.
A young man from the north side walked two miles to the south side to
pick up his date and together they walked a mile back to town to attend
DPRYLHDWWKH)O\QQWKH6WURQJRUWKH0DMHVWLFRULIWKLQJVZHUHUHDOO\
desperate, a B movie from Monogram pictures at the State. Afterwards,
DFRNHDW%URZQ¶V3KDUPDF\ZDVVLSSHGWRWKHHQYLRXVVQLJJHUVRI
RQH¶VOHVVVRFLDOO\IRUWXQDWHIULHQGV$QRWKHUPLOHEURXJKWWKHPEDFN
WRWKH\RXQJODG\¶VIURQWGRRUZKHUHDIWHULQWHUPLQDEOHLQWHUQDOGHEDWH
the young man would loose his nerve and not try to kiss her. She,
disappointed, would go inside and he, berating himself for a coward,
would walk two miles back home. With all this walking, no wonder we
were state track champions in the spring of 1946.

Burlington High School track team in 1946. Coach Smith is in the back row on the far right. Can
anyone identify Steve Hitchcock and the other team members?
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At some point, we must have overcome these social inadequacies
for our class has some 3.23 children per graduate. Considering our
age, perhaps that would be better expressed as averaging about three
per person. Already 268 grandchildren have checked in. It must be the
good Vermont air.
$QGZKHUHDUHZH",QFOXGLQJUHWLUHGSHUVRQV RIWKHFODVV DV
holding their last jobs, it falls out like this:









 DUHLQHGXFDWLRQDVKLJKVFKRRORUFROOHJHWHDFKHUV
or administrators;
 DUHZRUNLQJZLWKVRFLDORUPHGLFDOSURJUDPV
 DUHKRPHPDNHUV
 DUHLQWKH¿QDQFLDOZRUOG
 DUHLQEXVLQHVVIRUWKHPVHOYHV
 DUHHPSOR\HGE\SULYDWHLQGXVWU\RUFRPPHUFH
 ZRUNIRUORFDOVWDWHRUIHGHUDOJRYHUQPHQWV
LQFOXGLQJ LQWKHDUPHGIRUFHV DQG
 ZRUNIRUQRQSUR¿WRUJDQL]DWLRQV

:HOO0UDQG0UV7D[SD\HUGLG\RXJHW\RXUPRQH\¶VZRUWK",I
\RXHGXFDWHGXVWRSURYLGHDVWXUG\FDGUHIRU%XUOLQJWRQ¶VIXWXUHWKHQ
\RXUPRQH\ZDVZDVWHGIRUOHVVWKDQRQHWKLUGRIXVUHPDLQDOWKRXJK
those that stayed did well as merchants, doctors, politicians, teachers,
and workers.
If looked at in the broader context of providing an educated and
socially aware citizenry, then it was well done indeed. It was not until
we began to earn our way in a world far removed from that small city
on a lovely lake up near the Canadian border that we realized what our
high school and indeed the town had given us.
7KH%XUOLQJWRQRIIRUW\\HDUVDJRZLOOQHYHUUHWXUQDQGLWLVRI
course, “A common delusion of mankind that the times that were, are
better than the times that are.” An yet, even though ugly urban sprawl
reaches out almost to Shelburne, Church Street is still alive. And in
spirit, the new Church Street is perhaps closer to the Burlington we
once knew on any Saturday shopping night than the young people in
jeans and running shoes will ever guess.
Burlington, ave atque vale!
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Champlain’s Dream: A Review
by
Sylvia Bugbee
Some historians are born to write “blockbusters,” if I may use such
DWHUPWRGHVFULEHDVFKRODUO\ERRN'DYLG+DFNHWW)LVFKHULVRQHRI
WKHVHKLV&KDPSODLQ¶V'UHDPLVDVZHHSLQJHSLFRIWKHOLIHRI6DPXHO
GH&KDPSODLQWKH¿UVW(XURSHDQWRWUDYHOGRZQWKHODNHQDPHGDIWHU
KLP)LVFKHU¶VSHHUVKDYHUDYHGDERXWChamplain’s Dream, calling it
one of the greatest biographical works of all time. How can we of the
Champlain Valley, for whom Champlain is a comfortable icon who
VWDQGVDORQJVLGH(WKDQ$OOHQDQGRWKHUJUHDWKLVWRULF¿JXUHVRIHDUO\
Vermont, assess this work from the perspective of our own relationship
ZLWK/DNH&KDPSODLQDQGLWVKLVWRU\")RUP\VHOI,FDQVD\WKDW,
WKRXJKWWKDW,NQHZDERXW6DPXHOGH&KDPSODLQDQGKLVLQÀXHQWLDOUROH
in shaping the history of the Champlain Valley. After reading this book,
I realized that I did not; but now I think I do.
7KHERRNLVDWRXUGHIRUFHRIWKHKLVWRULDQ¶VFUDIWH[KDXVWLYHO\
UHVHDUFKHGERWKLQ&DQDGDDQG)UDQFH²QRWKLQJVKRUWRID
FRPSUHKHQVLYHHDUO\KLVWRU\RI)UDQFHLQWKH1HZ:RUOGDQGRI
&KDPSODLQ¶VVWUXJJOHWRFUHDWHKLVYLVLRQRIDVRUWRIXWRSLDQ1HZ
)UDQFHSHDFHIXOO\FRH[LVWLQJZLWKWKH1DWLYH$PHULFDQVZKRZRXOG
SDUWLFLSDWHLQDPXWXDOO\EHQH¿FLDOWUDGLQJSDUWQHUVKLSZLWKWKH)UHQFK
VHWWOHUV)LVFKHU¶VHORTXHQWDQGÀXLGVW\OHPDNHVWKHERRNEHDXWLIXOO\
HDV\WRUHDGLQVSLWHRILWVOHQJWK7KHUHDGHUH[SHULHQFHVWKHDXWKRU¶V
LQWHQVHLGHQWL¿FDWLRQZLWK&KDPSODLQWKDWWUDQVODWHVLQWKHWH[WWRD
portrait almost from the inside looking out. One reviewer characterized
)LVFKHUDVEHLQJLQ³WKDWHWKHUHDOFDWHJRU\RIELRJUDSKHUVZKRFDQ
FOLPELQWRWKHVRXORIKLVVXEMHFWORRNRXWRIWKDWLQGLYLGXDO¶VH\HVDQG
report back on what he sees.”
Champlain was a far more complex personage than mere
YR\DJHXU+HZDVDEULOOLDQWWDFWLFLDQDOZD\V¿QGLQJDZD\WRDGYDQFH
his cause in the midst of changing regimes and administrators in the
)UHQFKFRXUWVRPHRIZKLFKZHUHQRWIULHQGO\HLWKHUWRKLPRUKLV
vision, drawing upon the cultural strengths of his native Brouage in
WKHROGSURYLQFHRI6DLQWRQJHRQWKHZHVWFHQWUDOFRDVWRI)UDQFH
WRXJKQHVVLQGHSHQGHQFHDQGSUDFWLFDOPLQGHGQHVV7UXO\&KDPSODLQ
ZDVVLQJOHPLQGHGLQKLVTXHVWIRUWKLVGUHDPVSHQGLQJPXFKRIKLV
DGXOWOLIHFURVVLQJWKH$WODQWLFLQVXSSRUWRIKLVYLVLRQLQ)UDQFHDQG
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1HZ)UDQFH+LVYROXPLQRXVGLDULHVDQGWUDYHORJXHVZULWWHQGXULQJKLV
YR\DJHVWRWKH1HZ:RUOGSURYLGHGDYDOXDEOHLQVLJKWLQWRVL[WHHQWK
FHQWXU\H[SORUDWLRQEXWUDUHO\UHYHDOHGKLVRZQSHUVRQDOLW\)LVFKHU
may come as close as anyone can to illuminating the person of Samuel
de Champlain.
7KHTXHVWLRQDULVHVRIZKDWZDV&KDPSODLQ¶VUHODWLRQVKLSWRDQG
HIIHFWRQWKH1DWLYH$PHULFDQWULEHVZLWKZKRPKHGHDOW)LVFKHU
refuses to identify with either the traditional view of Champlain as
the heroic explorer who brought religion to the Indians, or with the
UHYLVLRQLVWIRFXVRQWKHFXOWXUDOGDPDJH(XURSHDQVLQÀLFWHGRQWKH
1DWLYH$PHULFDQVZLWKZKRPWKH\FDPHLQFRQWDFW,QVWHDG)LVFKHU
sees Champlain as a seeker of harmony and mutual respect: neither a
“great white man” nor an early modern revolutionary/free thinker, but
DPDQDWOHDVWDKHDGRIKLVWLPHVLQWKDWZRUNLQJSHDFHDEO\ZLWK1DWLYH
$PHULFDQWULEHVPDGHSUDJPDWLFDQGHFRQRPLFVHQVHWRKLP<HWRQH
RI&KDPSODLQ¶VJRDOVZDVFHUWDLQO\WRFRQYHUWWRWKHPWR&KULVWLDQLW\
KLVYLVLRQRIDSHUIHFWUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQ(XURSHDQVDQG1DWLYH
American tribes had to include a religious unity that would bind the
two allies together and allow the latter full membership in the European
ZD\RIOLIH$V)LVFKHUQRWHVLQWKHERRN¶VFRQFOXVLRQ&KDPSODLQZDV
SULQFLSDOO\UHVSRQVLEOHIRUWKHXQLTXHFKDUDFWHURI)UHQFKVHWWOHPHQW
LQ1RUWK$PHULFDDQGORQJDIWHUKLVGHDWKKHZDVUHPHPEHUHGE\WKH
GHVFHQGDQWVRIWKH1DWLYH$PHULFDQVZLWKZKRPKHFROODERUDWHGDVD
peaceful and honorable ally.
)LVFKHU¶VPRQXPHQWDOHDUOLHUZRUNAlbion’s Seed: Four Folkways
in AmericaHQJHQGHUHGDQHQWLUHQHZ¿HOGRIGHEDWHRQWKHRULJLQVRI
UHJLRQDOGLYHUVLW\LQ%ULWLVK1RUWK$PHULFDWREHIRXQGLQWKHUHJLRQVRI
England from which settlers came. Perhaps Champlain’s Dream will do
the same for the study of the early history of European settlement in the
1RUWK&RXQWU\DQG)UHQFK&DQDGD
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New Titles on the Book Shelf

The History of Shelburne Farms: A Changing Landscape, an
Evolving Vision.(ULFD+X\OHU'RQQLVIRUHZRUGE\7RP6OD\WRQ
Vermont Historical Society, 2010.
(ULFD'RQQLV¶VSDJHERRNThe History of Shelburne Farms
VLJQL¿FDQWO\H[SDQGVWKHVWRU\RI6KHOEXUQH)DUPVSUHVHQWHGLQWKH
much slimmer Shelburne Farms: The History of an Agricultural
EstateHGLWHGE\:LOOLDP/LSNHLQ'RQQLVD%XUOLQJWRQUHVLGHQW
DQGIRUPHUFXUDWRURIFROOHFWLRQVDW6KHOEXUQH)DUPVFKURQLFOHVWKH
HYROXWLRQRI6KHOEXUQH)DUPVIURPDPRGHOQLQHWHHQWKFHQWXU\HVWDWH
WRWKHQRQSUR¿WHGXFDWLRQDOUHVRXUFHWKDWWRGD\SURPRWHVFRQVHUYDWLRQ
DQGSUDFWLFHVVXVWDLQDEOHIDUPLQJ7KHERRNLVULFKO\LOOXVWUDWHGDQG
will be of particular interest to anyone who has visited the spectacular
lakefront property and wondered how it came to be.
Discovering Black Vermont: African American Farmers in Hinesburgh,
1790-1890(OLVH*X\HWWH8QLYHUVLW\RI9HUPRQW3UHVV
&&+63UHVLGHQW(OLVH*X\HWWH¶VDiscovering Black Vermont joins
*UHWFKHQ+ROEURRN*HU]LQD¶VMr. and Mrs. Prince  DQG
.DUL:LQWHU¶VThe Blind African Slave  DVERRNVWKDWKHOSXV
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understand the complex story of African Americans living in Vermont
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. While Holbrook Gerzina
DQG:LQWHUXQUDYHOHGWKHVWRU\RILQGLYLGXDOV*X\HWWH¶VUHVHDUFK
focused on a small rural community of black families who were linked
to other blacks throughout central and northwestern Vermont. In the
DEVHQFHRISHUVRQDODFFRXQWV*X\HWWHPLQHGDOOVRUWVRIRI¿FLDOUHFRUGV
WRUHFUHDWHWKHOLYHVRIWKH3HWHUV(GZDUGV:DWHUV&ODUN/DQJOH\
:LOOLDPVDQG)UHHPDQIDPLOLHVZKRVHWWOHGDQGWKULYHGRQ/LQFROQ+LOO
in Hinesburg in the decades before the Civil War.
Sunsets Over Lake Champlain: The Good Old Days in the Queen
City of Burlington, Vermont$OLFH:HEVWHU:DNH¿HOG:DNH¿HOGV
0HDGRZEURRN)DUP
In Sunsets Over Lake Champlain$OLFH:HEVWHU:DNH¿HOGWDNHV
us back to the city of Burlington as she experienced it growing up
GXULQJWKHVV7KHERRNZKLFKFRYHUVDYDULHW\RIWRSLFV
LQVHFWLRQVSUHVHQWVDFKURQRORJLFDOWRXURIDWLPHWKDW:DNH¿HOG
IRQGO\UHPHPEHUVDV³WKHJRRGROGGD\VLQWKH4XHHQ&LW\´7KURXJK
:DNH¿HOG¶VPHPRULHVWKHUHDGHUH[SHULHQFHVPDQ\DVSHFWVRIGDLO\
OLIHDQGVRPHRIWKHGH¿QLQJGHYHORSPHQWVRIWKHSHULRGVXFKDV
WHOHYLVLRQWKHLQWHUVWDWHKLJKZD\V\VWHPDQGXUEDQUHQHZDO7KHUH
DUHSKRWRJUDSKVRQDOOEXWDIHZRIWKHERRN¶VSDJHVDQGPDQ\
LQFOXGH$OLFHDQGRWKHUPHPEHUVRIWKH:HEVWHUIDPLO\5HDGHUVZKR
OLYHGLQ%XUOLQJWRQZKHQ:DNH¿HOGGLGDQGWKRVHZKRKDYHFRPHPRUH
UHFHQWO\ZLOODSSUHFLDWHWKLVERRNLQVSLUHGE\WKHDXWKRU¶VVWURQJERQG
with the city where she grew up.
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