CDAE 15 Visual Communication  F09    T/Th  8:30 to 9:45  Waterman 427 and online 

Instructor: Professor Petrillo  
 jane.petrillo@uvm.edu 

website: www.uvm.edu/~jpetrill/
Office hours: Weds. 11 to 1, or by appt. 
004B Morrill Hall  

“Ours is a visual culture. Our workplaces are visually saturated environments and our dominant pastimes (films, television, video games, and the internet) are visual media. Moreover, we communicate visually when we are trying to cross over cultural boundaries; think, for example, of the graphics devised for international signage. 

Knowledge is often communicated visually: scientists chart brain activity, economists graph fiscal trends, geographers map territory and detectives photograph evidence. The growth of the web as an information distribution system has made an understanding of visual design factors indispensable in every field of study. The visual also provides access to the past. The earliest recorded communications are pictorial and artifacts are central to the reconstruction of history.”  

UWM Visual Culture

COURSE OBJECTIVES

• To become a more active viewer (rather than “passive absorber” ) of visual culture, with a basic knowledge

of visual language and rhetorical strategies.

• Develop a greater sense and more conscious awareness of how visual images and media are influential in

persuasion, and develop a critical voice in relation to the influence of the visual.

 

REQUIRED Textbook:  Practices of Looking; An Introduction to Visual Culture by Sturken and Cartwright, 2nd Ed.


     Purchase via the campus bookstore or online. A copy will be on library reserve. 

***Additional reading material provided by the instructor via your class blackboard site. 

GRADING:  
40% class participation/assignments, 30% journal assignments and 30% final exam

The academic honesty policy as outlined in the CatsTale is in effect for all assignments and exams.

Scale:
A+=99-100      A=94-98    A-=90-93     B+=87-89     B=84-86     B-=80-83   

C+=77-79   C=74-76    C-=70-73     D+=67-69     D=64-66     D-=60-63



Effort is always integral to the process; it does not guarantee success.

Attendance is checked via collected class work/participation and assignments. 

More than 5 absences = ½ final grade lowered.

Class notes are not provided for textbook reading - a study list of terms per chapter will be posted on the blackboard site. 

Reading questions and assignments will be checked off and graded on a scale of 10 for quality and completeness. 

Assignments (as well as the research project) accepted only IN CLASS the day each is due. 

Work left in my mailbox or handed in late will lose 3 points on the scale of 10. No electronic files accepted. 

Avoid printing issues and other problems by doing work ahead of time. Out of class assignments must be typed/printed.

Review quiz results are not part of the final grade – they are intended for review. 

There can be NO extra credit projects due to class size. The lowest grade for an assignment will be dropped.
Only those who provide acceptable documentation for missing class will be allowed to hand in class work after the due date without penalty.

ATHLETES

Any athletes with away days in their competition schedules must provide their schedules to the instructor within the first 2 weeks of class, and are responsible for making up/submitting missed work within one week of any missed class. 

Any athletes who need academic reports done must provide the forms in a timely manner. 

CLASS FORMAT 

Tuesday –  discussion and review of assigned readings 

Thursday – one or more: class assignments, review quiz, speakers, videos

Please make sure you do the readings and take notes on them. A basic study guide will be provided for the final exam.

Additional class notes are provided for ACCESS purposes. 

CLASS POLICY ON TECHNOLOGY – important to remember

In order to provide a focused learning environment, iPods and related devices need to be put away/turned off during class. Cell phones, in particular, must be also turned off and not used during class.  Unfortunately, due to past issues, laptop computers have proven to be a distraction, and thus, are not allowed. Thank you for your understanding. 

Students not adhering to these requests will be asked to hand over the devices until class is concluded.    

CLASS COMMUNICATION

Students must check email and BLACKBOARD regularly for class information.

Emails sent to the instructor should have “CDAE 15” in the subject line for ease of identification. 

Please do not expect me to answer emails after 7pm each day.

EMAIL ETIQUETTE: Communicating by electronic mail has become commonplace. Please construct any course email to the instructor thoughtfully. Messages starting with “Hey” are too informal, for example, and will be ignored. 

EXAM NOTES

Only those with specific ACCESS accommodations or Deans Office approval are provided alternative exam times. 

Make appropriate travel plans so that you are present for class as well as the officially scheduled final exam. 

Final exam format: multiple choice and/or T/F

Bring 2 sharpened pencils with usable erasers. Instructor cannot supply them. 

Arrive on time, and sit one seat apart if possible.

All materials brought to class must be placed out of sight. 

Hats must be taken off, or if a baseball cap with a lip, turned around. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Missed alarms are NOT an acceptable excuse for missing an exam. Set a backup alarm. 

ACCESS

Please submit ACCESS letters to the instructor by the end of the second full week of classes. 

Any request for an ACCESS note taker must also be submitted early in the term so a class volunteer can be identified. 

Any student interested in volunteering to be a note taker, please contact the instructor. Thank you.

ACADEMIC HONESTY is expected of all students. The University of Vermont has a very strict policy concerning academic honesty and plagiarism.  http://www.uvm.edu/~uvmppg/ppg/student/acadintegrity.pdf
FALL 2009 Course Outline (subject to change)   Assigned readings to be done before lecture.
WEEK 1

Sept 1, 3
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Introduction___________________

Communication and Visual Culture,
introduction

Thursday: Consuming Images video 

WEEK 2 
Sept 8,10
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking,  Chp.1_______________________

Image, Power and Politics

Thursday: Images in Media video, image analysis exercise
WEEK 3  
Sept 15,17
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking,   Chp.2 ______________________
Viewers Make Meaning

Thursday: Message Construction, denotation and connotation exercise
WEEK 4

Sept 22,24
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking,   Chp.3 ______________________

Modernity: Spectatorship, Power and Knowledge

Thursday: It’s a Mall World, Killing Us Softly videos, review quiz1
WEEK 5           
Sept 29, Oct1
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Chp.4_______________________

Realism and Perspective; 

From Renaissance to contemporary image practices and game culture

Thursday: Media and Rhetoric, pictograph exercise





JOURNAL 1 DUE

WEEK 6           
Oct 6, 8 

Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Chp.5______________________

Visual Technologies, Image Reproduction and the Copy




Thursday: Amusing Ourselves to Death, Chp 1, 7, review quiz2
WEEK 7         
Oct 13, 15
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Chp. 6_____________________

The Media in Everyday Life






Thursday: Seeing is Believing video

WEEK 8        
Oct 20, 22
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Chp. 7_____________________

Advertising, Consumer Cultures and Desire

Thursday: Century of the Self DVD Part 1






JOURNAL 2 DUE

WEEK 9          
Oct 27, 29
Assigned reading: Media Lit/Chp 5– online/blackboard_______________
Century of the Self, Part 2




Thursday: Creative approaches, review quiz3
WEEK 10          
Nov 3, 5

Assigned reading: Media Lit/ Media Operations____________________
Merchants of Cool DVD

Thursday: Media operations
JOURNAL 3 DUE

WEEK 11 
Nov 10, 12
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Chp. 8___________________






Postmodernism, Indie Media and Popular Culture






Thursday: Humor in visual communication

WEEK 12
Nov 17, 19
Assigned reading: The Culture Code, Chp. 1– online/blackboard_______





Strotmeyer & Shasberger guest presentation 






Thursday: The Culture Code, review quiz4
WEEK 13    
Nov 24, 26
Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Chp. 9___________________






Scientific Looking, Looking at Science






Thursday: Jordan/The power of infographics

WEEK 14
Dec 1, 3

Assigned reading: Practices of Looking, Chp. 10__________________






The Global flow of Visual Culture






Thursday: Culture of Globalization DVD
WEEK 15
Dec 8
 

Evaluation, study session, review quiz 5_________________
FINAL EXAM: 
DEC 14th   9:00 am, Waterman 427

