102 Schedule
I Introduction (2 weeks)

A January 19: 

1 Lecture: Course intro
a Project, reflections, complex problems, working in groups, project steps, etc.

Stress that there are several goals to this course in addition to material: learning to do effective lit review, improving writing skills, working in groups, tackling complex problems—not something you learn in class than regurgitate on exam day.  
Why projects?  You will never have a job where the boss knows all the answers. Is it appropriate to prepare for a job using an approach you will never use when working?  Also my desire to improve the world, and my conviction that students can play a key role.  I’m still learning how to do it write, though I’m convinced it is the right approach. We will start on the projects very early. This gives you less time to choose, but more time to work on the project once you’ve chosen one.
2 Readings: Read the syllabus carefully. Pay particular attention to the projects

B January 21:

1 Lecture: Project intros 

5 minute presentation on each project by TAs
2 Reflection 1 (due January 28): 
What is your background, why are you taking this course, and what do you hope to achieve?

3 Project step 1 (due January 28): 

Decide which project most interests you.  In 250-400 words, explain why the project interests you, what you expect to contribute to the project, and what you expect to gain from the experience.  Post this reflection to the appropriate discussion board on Web CT, and read the other reflections there.  You may wish to read over reflections on various discussion boards before posting your own. 
Each discussion board will list the room number where that project group will meet every Friday.

C January 24: 

1 Lecture: Analytical framework

a Appropriate approach: desirable ends, scarce resources, allocative mechanisms( democracy
b 5 capitals, 4 Es

c Ecological economics

d Transdisciplinary approach required

2 Readings: Ecology of Place: Chapter 1: pp. 1-26
D January 26: 
1 Guest Lecture (tentatively Peter Clavelle): Is Burlington Moving towards Sustainability?  (Theresa Cassiak is alternative) 
2 Readings: 
Legacy Project web site 
Ecology of Place: Chapter 2: pp. 27-39
Look over Towards Sustainable Communities: Ch. 1-3
E January 28: Discussion group

1 Ice breakers (e.g. name game) (25 minutes), writing and grading reflections (10 minutes), work out working group meeting times (15 minutes).
2 Reflection assignments

Reflection 1 due

Reflection 2: (due February 4) 

What do you believe are the desirable ends for sustainable community development?  In 250-400 words, give a positive description of what you want your community to look like in 25 years.  Describe natural capital (resources provided by nature), built capital (infrastructure and the economic system), human capital (how are people educated, what do they learn?), social capital (the network of relationships, norms and trust between people that allows them to work together to solve common problems and achieve common goals?)  and the political system.
3 Project assignment: 

Project step 1 due

Project contracts step 2 due February 4

II Where are we going? Desired ends 
A January 31
1 Lecture: Envisioning (JF or Bob Costanza)
2 Readings:  
Costanza, R. 2000. Visions of alternative (unpredictable) futures and their use in policy analysis. Conservation Ecology 4(1):5. [online] URL: http://www.consecol.org/vol4/iss1/art5
3 Assignment (due February 4): Respond to survey based on reading

B February 2

1 Lecture: The desired ends of ecological economics (JF)
a Sustainable scale

b Just distribution

c Efficient allocation (Instrumental Goals)

2 Readings: 
Hope, Human and Wild: Chapter 1, pp. 1-56
C February 4: Discussion group

1 Envisioning exercise, discussion of survey

2 Assignments

Vision survey due

Reflection 2 due

Reflection 3: 

D February 7:

1 Lecture: Fixing the problems as a desirable end: the litany of doom and gloom (JF or Dan Baker)
2 Readings: 

Hope, Human and Wild: Chapter 2-3 pp. 57-170.  This reading is designed to counterbalance the gloom and doom of the lecture. In the lecture, we describe the problems. The readings offer examples of real life solutions.

E February 9

1 Lecture: Consuming more or wanting less?  Sustainable consumption and unlearning consumerism (Stephanie Kaza)

Improving human quality of life is a desirable end. Most politicians and economists push for ever increasing economic growth and ever greater material consumption as the instrumental goal for achieving this.  I would define quality of life as one’s ability to satisfy one’s wants and needs. The two ways to achieve this are to increase one’s ability to satisfy or to decrease one’s wants.

2 Readings

Alan Durning, How Much is Enough? (NY: Norton, 1992), Ch. 2
Michael Brower and Warren Leon, "U.S. Consumption and the Environment" from A.R. Chapmand et al (eds.), Consumption, Population and Sustainability (Washington, DC: Island Press, 2000)

F February 11: Discussion group

1 STUFF: where does it come from, where does it go, OR  Sustainability discussion: is it possible, is it desirable, does it entail sacrifice?

2 Assignments

Reflection 3 due

Reflection 4

Project step 3: literature review. Due February 18 (at least 3 sources per student, at least 3 non-Internet sources)

G February 14

1 Lecture: Why talk about desirable ends when There Is No Alternative (TINA): globalization and sustainable communities OR Why I don’t want that bitch TINA to be my Valentine.
2 Readings

Finish McKibbens

D and F: Globalization

H February 16:

1  Lecture TBA

2 Readings TBA
Should include more from Building sustainable communities

I February 18 Discussion groups

1 Mind mapping or Sustainability discussion

2 Assignments

Reflection 4 due

Reflection 5 due February 25
III What resources are available? Available means 
A February 21

1 Lecture: Thermodynamics and the special role of natural capital; investing in natural capital (JF)
2 Readings

Ecology of place

D & F chapter 4-7 for those who didn’t take 61

B February 23

1 Lecture: Democratizing natural assets (Hector)
2 Reading: Intro to Natural Assets (Boyce)

C February 25 discussion groups

1 Wall-Mart role play

2 Assignments

Reflection 5 due

Reflection 6 due March 4

Project step 4: Statement of problem. Due March 4

D February 28

1 Lecture: Money: Capital or anti-capital? From speculation whirlpools to Burlington Bread (JF)
2 Readings: 
D and F Money

Ecology of place

E March 2 

1 FILM: The End of Suburbia

2 Readings: 

The end of cheap oil

Buddhist economics (Schumaker)

F March 4 discussion groups

1 Ecological footprint

2 Assignments

Reflection 6 due

Reflection 7 due March 11

Project step 4 due

Letters to politicians due March 11

G March 7

1 Guest Lecture: Fred Schmidt on Social Capital
2 Reading

Putnam, Robert D. "Bowling Alone: America's Declining Social Capital,: Journal of Democracy (Volume 6, No. 1, January 1995) pp. 65-78 
Towards Sustainable Communities (Ch 11, 13)
Ecology of Place: Chapter 6: pp. 171-193
H March 9: 

1 Guest lecture: Wayne Fawbush of the sustainable jobs fund. Building human capital in Burlington
2 Reading

Relevant chapters from Ecology of Place

I March 11 discussion group
1 Topics TBA
2 Assignments

Reflection 7 due

Reflection 8 due March 18

Letters to politicians due

Project step 5 Methods due March 18

IV How does the system work? The nature of the available means 
A March 14
1 Lecture: Complex systems

B March 16

1 Guest lecture (Jane Kolodinsky or Sabino guy): How Marketing works
2 Readings TBA

C March 18 discussion group

1 Topic TBA

2 Assignments

Reflection 8 due

Editorial due March 25

D March 23

1 The Public goods matrix 

2 Readings

D & F, chapter 10

E March 25 Discussion group
1 Public goods game

2 Assignments

Editorial due

Reflection 9 due April  1

F March 28
1 Lecture: LOIS (local ownership, import substitution)
2 Readings

Schumaker? Ecology of Place?

G March 30 

1 Guest lecturer John Todd Ecological design
2 Readings

"Redesigning Communities" Chapter 4 in Nancy Jack Todd and John Todd,  From Eco-cities to Living Machings: Principles of Ecological Design (Berkeley, CA: North Atlantic Books, 1994)

Look over Toward Sustainable Communities (Ch 4-8)

H April 1 discussion group
1 Eco-park exercise
2 Assignments

Reflection 9 due
20 page term paper due
Project: Rough draft due April 8

I April 4 
1 Guest lecture (VPIRG)

2 Readings TBA
Finish Ecology of Place?

V Allocative mechanisms (4 weeks)
A April 6

1 Lecture: Market forces and market failures

2 Readings
TBA

B April 8 discussion group

1 TBA

2 Assignments

Reflection 10 due April 15

Rough draft due

C April 11

1 Lecture: Participatory democracy (2 lectures)

2 Readings

Local Politics of Global Sustainability

D April 13

1 FILM: The Dudley Street film

2 Readings

Reading in Nation on Dudley Street, or else intro to book

E April 15 Discussion group

1 TBA

2 Assignments

Reflection 10 due

Reflection 11 due April 22

F April 18

1 Lecture: Participatory democracy

2 Readings 

Local politics of global sustainability
G April 20

1 Guest lecture Diane Gayer, Community Design

2 Readings

GroundSwell: Vermont Design Institute publication on community planning

H April 22 discussion group

1 Designing a sustainable community

2 Assignments

Reflection 11 due

Reflection 12 due April 29
Project summary due April 29

I April 25

1 Lecture: Coping with ignorance and uncertainty: the precautionary principle

2 Readings

TBA

J April 27

1 Lecture: The science of happiness

2 Readings

The Pursuit of Happiness (Michael Bond,  New Scientist, v. 180, #4, Oct. 4, 2003, pp 40-43)

Reasons to be Cheerful (Bob Holmes, New Scientist, v. 180, #4, Oct. 4, 2003, pp. 44-47)

K April 29 Discussion group

1 TBA

2 Assignments

Reflection 12 due

Final draft of project due May 6

L May 2

1 Lecture Policies towards more sustainable communities

M May 4

1 Lecture: Places to Intervene in a system
2 Reading

Places to intervene in a system, Dana Meadows

N May 6 discussion group

1 TBA

2 Assignments

Final project due

Peer evaluations due May 11

Poster or web site due for exhibition during final exam period

O May 9

1 Lecture: Synthesis and summary.

VI  Project list

A VPIRG

1 History of VPIRG on UVM campus, what’s it take to bring it back? (Need to work with CELL) (Ben) 
2 E-Waste (Ben)

3 GMOs, 4Ps (Amos)

4 Obesity (need to talk with Rachel Johnson) (Kendall)

a Collaborators

b Conference—media, outreach, workshop planning
c White paper

d Funding

B Ethiopia (Josh?)

Develop website for course.  Need to include history of deforestation, ecological economic analysis of forests, successful reforestation efforts elsewhere, history of Awassa Theatre Group, etc.

C Burlington high school (Ben)

D FEED (Kendall)

E Healthy Cities (Kendall)

F Lewis Creek (Amos, Ben)

G Vermont refugee resettlement program? (Josh?)

Evaluation of program through interviews with refugees, feed into grant application

