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Fungus

Raking, bagging
can help deter
giant tar spot

. By Joshua Brown - -
Free Press Correspondent

Mystericus black spots ap-
pearing oun maple leaves
throughout Chittenden
County bave somte homeown-
ers and tree lovers worried. |

“It looks like it was hit by-
an oil spill,” said Mike Egan,

holding up a leaf near his -

" bouse on Cathering Street in
Burlington. i .

Stay calm and keep raking.
The splotches arg a case of
“gilant tar spot,” a fungns that
imnfects only Norway maples
Although new to the area, it’s
a familiar sight in other parts
of the country.

It won't hurt you — or
your trees.

“I've gotten more calls
about these tar spots than.
anything,” city arbotist War-
ren Spinner said. "It~ has
caused some defoliation, but
the trees will recover.”

Dr. Dale Bergdahl, a plant
disease expert at the Univer-
sity of Vermont, says smaller
varieties of tar spot that in-
fect red, sugar and silver ma-
ples are well-known in the
.area, but the giant tar spotisa -
new arrival, He noticed a few
trees in Burlington with the
giant tar spot last year, the
first time he had seen it’ in the
city. This year -
bumps are hard not to notice,
especially “in  places  with
many Worway maples, such
as Shelburne Farms and Bur-
lington’s Hill Section.

Although rakers have been
-wondering about the blighted
leaves in recent weeks, the
disease has been there for
moenths. Spring's cool, wet

* weather created ideal condi-
tions for the spores of the
fungus, overwintering in the
leaf Jitter, to mfect many new
leaves.

Pale yellow patches of the
fungus have been visible
‘since Tune, but these didn’t
develop into eye-catching
black bumps until late in the
summer, By the time tar spot
has developed, leaves have
mostly finished their pho-
tosynthesis for the year,

See FUNGUS, 64

attacks some maples

Jim Sullivan and his son, Magnua 5, and daughtor, Frannie, 3, have noticed black tar ‘lun-

PETER HUOPPI, Free .Prus

gus on the leaves of the Norway maples outaidn their Buriington home.

F-\__'.'_hat is giant tar spot?

>l WHAT: Rhytsma acérinum fungus, of giant
- “tarspot, creates large dlack “tar-drops” on

winter on Tallen laaves..In the spring the

spores infect yolng maple-leaves.

.M TREE HEALTH: No long-term-cdamage. -
Ml BEST TREATMENT: Rake and then com-
-post. -

‘. Ml WHERE TO COMPOST: -

Back yard (turn pile often te keep hot),

- maple leaves. The fungus survives through the-

aurllngton teaf plekup begins next week e
on the same day as reglar recycling..

) Intervala Compost Produets: 282 Inter-

W FUNGIGIDE: Not effeitive against the wide-

sprsad spores,

- l:NEXT YEAR: The tar spots mlght return,
3 dspendlng on the spnng waather. .
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