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VERMONT
YOUTH
CONSERVATION

Vermont Youth
Conservation Corps
leaders prepare for

20th summer

Story and photo by Joshua Brown
Free Press Correspondent

[ELMORE]
eegan Tierney sat at a picnic table
in Elmore State Park and pointed to
the fire tower at the top of Mount
Elmore.

“I'll get them there by 4 in the

morning at least once,” he said, “for

the sunrise.”

“Them” is a crew of

teenagers Tierney is

charged with this
summer, a crew
employed by the

Vermont Youth

Conservation

Corps to take
care of the park.
Sunrise hikes are

considered perks of a
job that is heavy on
checking in campers,
cleaning bathrooms and
mowing lawns. :

Tierney, 25, is direct about his qualifica
tions. “I know how to run stuff,” he said,
nodding toward a large tractor.

He is just as direct about his goals for
his crew. “We'll have fun, get lots of exer-
cise, and eat good food.”

And if all goes well, he'll give his crew
an additional rugged reward: a weekly trek
to the fire tower.

i . ‘These hikers will find that the trail is
not easy, but along the way they will ben-
i efit from the handiwork of their fellow

members in the Vermont Youth

“Qur crew leaders have
a lot of jokes about
shopping for rocks.”

Conservation Corps. Celebrating its 20th
anniversary, the non-profit organization
this year will employ more than 200
young people, ages 16 to 24, and 55
crew leaders across Vermont at
dozens of projects in state parks,
. historic sites and natural areas
— including rebuilding hiking
trails like the one up Mount
Elmore. :
“We've laid down some
puncheon bridging here,”
explained Polly Tobin, director
of field operations for the

See VYCC, 5C

Brianna Farver (left), 22, pulls on her rock bar while working with Vleagan Robidoux, 28, as part
of a crew Trom the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps in Elmore State Park.
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