~ Health Science

THE BOSTON GLOBE MONDAY

s

FEBRUARY 27,

Medical Help Wanted €2
Deaths Cé
Weather C8

e o el e e i e SRS SN AT A

Ma.rvm K]llgore (left), who gave up his job as a plum

meteo
developed

er to become a
prospector. H¢'works with nomads in the Bahara who have
akeen eye for the valuable rocks. :

. Mars can have a price tag in the
‘millions.

By Joshua Brown
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

Meteorites are hot rocks. This month,
collectors at the Tucson Gern and Mineral
Show in Arizona were bidding nearly
$5,000 per gram for slivers from
some rare ones. Whole meteorites
that exploded from the moon or

Because of the market value,
an expanding number of private
hunters are scouring deserts
around the world — where the
dry climate preserves meteorites
— and the global supply of miete-
ontes is being harvested rapidly.

This worries some scientists
who study meteorites for clues
about the early life of our solar
system. They wonder how many new
finds they’ll get access to before the space

rocks are sliced into collectible fragments

and dlsappear into private collections.

“T've seen huge changes in the past five -

years,” sail Dante Lauretta, a meteorite
scientist at the University of Arizona. In

scientists vie for rocks more precious than gold

1991 there were five major meteorite

dealers in the world; earlier this month

there were dozens at the Tucson show

~ alone, he said, and Internet sites are

packed with meteorites for sale. “The
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Scientists prize meteorites like: th‘xsmfmﬁé@n
the Sahara for their c}ues about the solar system

commermal meteonte business has abso-
lutely taken off” )

But instead of competing with the
commercial dealers, Lauretta and mete-
orite prosgector Marvin Killgore have
come up w.ith a way to for the dealers to

solve the scientists’ problem — while the

scientists solve one of the dealers prob-
lems.

Last month the Klllgores set up the
Southwest Meteorite Center at the Uni-
versity of Arizona. In exchange for getting
-a piece of a dealer’s meteorite to

study and add to their lending li-
brary, the center’s scientists will
verify and classify the dealer’s rock
So customers will know what they
are buying.

“Dealers want.to have an offi-
cial meteorite as recognized by the -
nomenclature committee of the
Meteoritical Society,” Lauretta
said. But now, with so many speci-
mens to examine, it can take
months or years before a qualified
‘researcher can make a positive
identification using a mass spec- -

trometer and electron microscope, The
center promises to cut that verification
“time down by hiring staff whose only job
is meteorite identification.

Lauretta said it makes more sense for
sclentliﬁs to continue to partner with
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