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​What are we trying to trace?​

​-​ ​The works of Aristotle that​

​survive are mostly school texts,​

​lecture notes, and drafts​

​-​ ​But how did the 4th- century​

​documents from an Athenian​

​School end up being printed in​

​Renaissance Venice?​

​Notice:​

​Most narrative sources are centuries after​

​the events that are described, often​

​without citing their own personal​

​sources, so we just have to use their​

​word of mouth and assume it to be​

​possibly true​

​Some Sources:​

​Diogenes Laertius,​ ​Lives of the Eminent Philosophers​​, roughly 210-220 CE​



​https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text.jsp?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0​

​258%3Abook%3D5%3Achapter%3D1​

​a.​ ​What does this tell us?​

​-​ ​This document tells us what is in Aristotle’s will: naming​

​Theophrastus as the recipient of the books along with in charge of​

​the household.​

​-​ ​Theophrastus of Eresus was one of Aristoles students​

​b.​ ​Problem(s):​

​-​ ​Diogenes writes around 550 years after Aristotle’s death​

​-​ ​Diogenes was not a critical historian, he was a collector and rarely​

​brought up any uncertainties of legitimacy in his writings​

https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text.jsp?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0258%3Abook%3D5%3Achapter%3D1
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text.jsp?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.01.0258%3Abook%3D5%3Achapter%3D1


​-​ ​His collections are widely accepted as genuine from the archives​

​c.​ ​How:​

​-​ ​It is said Diogenes likely drew this information from Hermippus of​

​Smyrna who wrote about many philosophers’ wills much closer to​

​the events.​

​Strabo,​​Geographica​​, XII, roughly 20 CE​

​https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Strabo/13A3*.html#ref34​

​(This was a collection/ encyclopedia of Strabo’s geographical knowledge​

​including 17 “books”)​

https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Strabo/13A3*.html#ref34


​(Image above: Strabo’s view of the world)​

​What does this tell us?​

​-​ ​It tells us what happened to the library after Theophrastus​

​-​ ​Theophrastus left the books to Neleus, then Neleus’ heirs hid them, yet not​

​carefully, from the Attalic/Attalid dynasty of Pergamon kings​

​-​ ​The books then got damaged by moths and moisture​

​-​ ​Appellicon, a bibliophile eventually bought the damaged collection, to then make​

​“copies” of what had been damaged by making up the gaps of literature​

​-​ ​These copies were then sold in Athens to the school of Peripatetics, which were​

​told to read these copies with a grain of salt due to the errors​

​-​ ​After the death of Apellicon, Sulla a roman dictator who had captured Athens,​

​brought the library to Rome where a man named Tyrannion the grammarian got​

​the books​



​Problem(s):​

​-​ ​~200 year gap​

​-​ ​Theophrastus died in 287 BCE​

​-​ ​Apellicon was active in 10 BCE​

​-​ ​Strabo did not witness this​

​-​ ​Aristotelian texts were circulated throughout this period of concealment,​

​early Stoics engaged with them​

​-​ ​Maybe this was just a private collection as opposed to the whole tradition​

​How:​

​-​ ​Strabo was from Asia minor and worked in Rome after Sulla’s conquest​

​-​ ​Perhaps oral or writen accounts were from Anatolian or Roman scholarly​

​networks​

​Plutarch,​​Life of Sulla​​, 26, around 100 CE​

​https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/Sulla*.html​

​What does this tell us?​

https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Roman/Texts/Plutarch/Lives/Sulla*.html


​-​ ​When Sulla seized Athens, he acquired Apellicon’s library and shipped it to Rome​

​Problem(s):​

​-​ ​180 years after the sack of Athens and Pireus (87-86 BC)​

​-​ ​He doesn’t distinguish the difference between the manuscripts or the copies of​

​Aristotle in Apellicon’s collection​

​How:​

​-​ ​Plutarch was concerned with using sources systematically​

​-​ ​Multiple Roman sources were available to him to use as a reference​

​Porphyry,​​Life of Plotinus​​, 24, roughly 300-301 CE​

​https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uvm.edu/view/porphyry-life_plotinus_order_his_​

​books/1969/pb_LCL440.73.xml?rskey=jKZARu&result=1​

https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uvm.edu/view/porphyry-life_plotinus_order_his_books/1969/pb_LCL440.73.xml?rskey=jKZARu&result=1
https://www-loebclassics-com.ezproxy.uvm.edu/view/porphyry-life_plotinus_order_his_books/1969/pb_LCL440.73.xml?rskey=jKZARu&result=1


​What does this tell us?​

​-​ ​It discusses Andronicus of Rhode’s categorizing Aristotle’s world​

​-​ ​He produces the first organized edition of Aristotle known as the​​Corpus​

​Aristotelicum​

​Problems(s):​

​-​ ​~350 years after Andronicus​

​-​ ​Such a brief reference so cannot be verified completely​

​How:​

​-​ ​Porphyry was a philosopher who must’ve had access to Andronicus’ own​

​catalogue​

​-​ ​Andronicus was apparently aided by Simplicius, a Neoplatonist, who attested to​

​Andronicus being the systematic editor​



​Ibn al-Nadim,​​Kitab al-Fihrist (‘The Catalogue’)​​, Chapter 7,​​roughly, 987 CE​

​https://archive.org/details/fihristofalnadim0000ibna/page/596/mode/2up?q=aristotle​

​What does this tell us?​

​-​ ​Abū al-Faraj Muḥammad ibn Isḥāq an-Nadīm, Ibn al-Nadim was a bookseller​

​from Baghdad who had a catalogue of all books of the Arabic-reading world​

​-​ ​He lists what works existed in Arabic translation, marks the Arabic transmission​

​route​

​Problem(s):​

​-​ ​He occasionally confuses attrubitions and the Greek text information if second​

​hand​

​How:​

​-​ ​He had direct access to manuscripts and translator’s networks​

https://archive.org/details/fihristofalnadim0000ibna/page/596/mode/2up?q=aristotle


​Physical Evidence:​​Parsinus graecus 1853​​(Greek manuscript kept in Paris) and related​

​Byzantine Codices, roughly 800-1500 CE​



​What does it tell us:​

​-​ ​The manuscripts are the texts, not reports but actual physical transmissions​

​-​ ​Specifically the​​Parisinus graecus 1853​​, determines the tree of copies, errors and​

​trace lines of descent​



​Problem(s):​

​-​ ​The earliest Greek manuscripts were from around 900 CE, which is 1,200 years​

​after Aristotle​

​-​ ​Scribal errors​

​How:​

​-​ ​No single author, copying centers were primarily Byzantine tradition and after the​

​15th century Italian humanist workshops​

​Cardinal Bessarion’s collection (Biblioteca Marciana), roughly 1420-1468 collected​

​https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblioteca_Marciana​

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblioteca_Marciana


​Image left: Justus van Gent,​​Portrait of Cardinal Bessarion​​(​​c. 1473–1476​​)​

​Image right: Bessarion’s letter to the doge and Senate of Venice announcing his donation​

​What does this tell us?​

​-​ ​A Greek humanist, scholar, Cardinal Bessarion, the bishop of Tusculum and Latin​

​patriarch of Constantinople donated his Greek and Latin manuscripts to the​

​Republic of Venice to preserve Greek learning for Latin Christendom​



​-​ ​This was a direct source for the Aldine press editors who produced the​​first​​printed​

​Greek Aristotle, ~1485-1498​


