
2004 Ukrainian Presidential Election Timeline

April 8th – 294 parliamentary deputies, 6 short of the necessary 300, voted in favor of constitutional changes that would give the prime minister more power and give power to elect the president to the parliament as of 2006.

April 14th – Viktor Yanukovich is nominated to run for the presidency by allies of the current President, Leonid Kuchma.  The move is the first confirmation that Kuchma will not seek a third term, but Kuchma pledges to get the constitutional changes approved by parliament before the October 31st elections.

April 18th – Widespread electoral irregularities in a small mayoral election (Mukacheve, Zakarpats’ka region) draw international attention.  Election monitors cited violence, intimidation and ballot falsifications as factors leading to a declared win for United Social Democrat candidate Ernest Nuser, backed by President Kuchma, over Viktor Baloha, the “Our Ukraine” candidate.  The election is widely seen as a “dress rehearsal” for the fall presidential elections
May 29th – United Social Democrat Ernest Nuser resigns as mayor of Mukacheve after widespread protests.  A few weeks later, the Rector of the regional university in Uzhhorod is murdered, an event that is widely perceived as “payback” for his vocal opposition to the United Social Democrats’ stranglehold on regional politics.
July 2004 – Ukrainian media outlets pay increasing attention to accusations of misconduct by Kuchma’s government in the disappearance and death of an opposition journalist several years before.  Several news outlets also begin to openly protest the widespread use of “temnyky,” secret government orders that control what major media sources are able to report.

July 4th – Opposition “Our Ukraine” party candidate Viktor Yushchenko officially enters the presidential race.  40,000 supporters rally in downtown Kyiv.  
July 4th – Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich is officially nominated as the Party of the Regions candidate for president

July 7th – Socialist Party candidate Oleksandr Moroz registers as a candidate in the presidential race.  Communist party candidate Petro Symonenko and Progressive Socialist party candidate Natalia Vitrenko also prepare to run.  By the July 27th election deadline, 20 candidates have registered to run.
July-August 2004
Accusations of widespread abuse in electoral campaigning for Viktor Yanukovich emerge.  Pro-Yushchenko media outlets, such as television station Channel 5, find themselves off-air or beset with other problems.  Other accusations involve pro-Yanukovich campaigning by “neutral” electoral commission representatives.
August 24th – On the 13th anniversary of Ukrainian independence, Kuchma calls on Yanukovich to continue the course his regime has established.  Yushchenko also speaks, calling for “new, honest leadership.”
September 17th – Yushchenko’s team alleges that he was deliberately poisoned earlier that month.  President Kuchma’s representative recommends that Yushchenko employ food tasters “as they did in the middle ages” and consume alcohol before eating.
September/October

European, U.S. and Canadian government continue to express strong concerns about misconduct in the Ukrainian elections.   These statements include references to the abuse of administrative resources to promote the candidacy of Viktor Yanukovich, as well as spread misinformation about Viktor Yushchenko and other candidates.

Late October

Key groups, including the youth organization Pora (It’s time) and a large number of Ukrainian intellectuals, circulate letters demanding free and fair elections within and beyond Ukraine.  Reports of abuses of administrative power by the current government continue.

October 11th – Yanukovich announces plans for a referendum that would make Russian the second official language of Ukraine, and which would make dual Ukrainian/Russian citizenship available to Ukrainians.  This move appeals strongly to many living in the Eastern half of Ukraine and to Russian President Putin, a strong Yanukovich supporter.

October 31st – In the first round of the presidential elections, no candidate receives 51% of the vote, so the two top contenders, Yanukovich and Yushchenko, will meet in a run-off November 21st.  

November 2nd – The Central Election Commission stops counting votes, prompting accusations that the head of the commission is under orders not to allow Yushchenko to receive more votes than Yanukovich.  Yanukovich leads by a slim margin, but almost all the uncounted votes come from Western regions that are Yushchenko strongholds.  

Both internal and external election observers cite widespread election irregularities and call for extensive election reforms before the runoff.

November 16th – As required by law, a televised debate between Yanukovich and Yushchenko takes place within 5 days of the run-off election.  The broadcast of the debates as scheduled calms some fears that government-sponsored unrest will disrupt the second round of elections.
November 21st – Ukrainians go to the polls in record numbers, with election turnout in the 75% range.  Reports of election fraud, misconduct, and intimidation immediately begin to pour in from several parts of the country.  
November 22nd – large crowds gather in many cities, including hundreds of thousands of Yushchenko supporters in Kyiv’s independence square.  The city councils of L’viv, Vinnytsja, Ternopil’ and Kyiv recognize Yushchenko as president.  Meanwhile, Russian President Putin congratulates Yanukovich on his victory, as the Electoral commission certifies the votes and declares Yanukovich the winner.

November 23rd – The EU expresses concerns about voting irregularities and urges all parties involved to avoid violence.  

Reports begin to circulate that Russian troops are being brought in to disrupt the crowds gathered in Independence Square.  

November 24th –The Central Election Commission certifies Viktor Yanukovich as the winner of the second round of elections with 49.46 percent of the vote.  Yushchenko is reported as having won 46.61 percent; the remaining votes were against both candidates.  
U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell immediately condemns the decision and warns Ukraine of the dangers of isolating itself from the international community.  

Viktor Yushchenko appeals to the crowd in Independence Square, now in the high hundreds of thousands, not to leave the demonstration until new elections are declared.

November 25th – The Ukrainian Supreme Court agrees to consider Yushchenko’s charges of election fraud and suspends official certification of Yanukovych’s win until the appeal is heard on November 29th.  
November 26th - The Donetsk regional government states it will hold a referendum to become an autonomous region should the “coup” in Kyiv be successful and Yushchenko declared the winner.

November 27th -  Ukrainian parliament declares the election invalid.  Although the vote is not binding, it is a clear blow to Yanukovich’s camp.  Yanukovich supporters hold rallies in Eastern Ukrainian cities.  Negotiations between the parties continue, with Yushchenko’s demand for new elections on December 12th the primary topic under consideration.  Meanwhile, a spokesman for the Foreign Ministry in Moscow says that Russia now supports new elections.
November 28th -  Kuchma asks protesters to end the blockage of government buildings in Kyiv, stating that they are breaking the law and contributing to the unstable situation.  Yushchenko urges the protesters to stay put, and Yulia Tymoshenko, a key opposition figure, gives President Kuchma a Monday deadline for firing Yanukovich as Prime Minister.  
November 29th –  The Supreme court begins reviewing evidence provided by the Yushchenko camp, which claims to clearly demonstrate instances of election fraud.  The evidence reported includes secret taped conversations of Yanukovych participating in the planning of election frauds.  The court delays issuing a verdict until it has completed reviewing the materials and Yanukovych team members can review and rebut the evidence.
November 30th – Yanukovych states that if there are new elections, neither he nor Yushchenko should be allowed to run.  Yanukovych offers the compromise position of making Yushchenko his Prime Minister, but Yushchenko refuses and leave the negotiation table.

Parliament ends its session without confirming its Saturday vote declaring the elections void amid arguments about the vote’s constitutionality.

December 3rd – The Ukrainian Supreme Court invalidates the Central Electoral Commission's certification of the November 21st election and decrees that a repeat vote must be scheduled for a date within three weeks.
December 11th – Tests in London confirm that Yushchenko was poisoned with dioxin.

December 26th – A repeat run-off vote is held between Yushchenko and Yanukovich.  Early reports indicate that Yushchenko has won the election, but not by the huge margins some had predicted.    

December 31st – Yanukovych resigns as leader of the Party of the Regions and as Prime Minister.  Kuchma accepts his resignation a week later. 

January 10th, 2005 – The Central Electoral Commission announces the official results of the December 26th election.  Yushchenko is declared the winner, having received 15,115,712 votes out of 29,689,971 cast (52%).  Yanukovych received 12, 848,528 votes (44%).  (The remaining votes were cast for “Neither candidate.”)
January 20th – The Ukrainian Supreme Court upholds the Central Electoral Commission’s results by rejecting Yanukovych’s final appeals to invalidate the December 26th elections.  This decision clears the way for the Commission to publish its results.

January 23rd – Yushchenko is sworn in as Ukraine’s third president.  

