ANTH 272:  Language, Gender and Sexuality

Fall 2007
T/Th 2-3:15, Rm. 511 Williams Hall

Prof. J. Dickinson

Office:  514a Williams Hall

Mailbox:  509 Williams Hall

Office phone:  656-0837

Office hours:  T and Th 11:30-12 and W 12-2
email:  jennifer.dickinson@uvm.edu
webpage:  www.uvm.edu/~jadickin
This course focuses on the relationship, in theory and in practice, between language, gender and sexuality.  In addition to surveying the major theories of gender and language in the fields of linguistics and linguistic anthropology over the last thirty years, this course will consider how cross-cultural studies of language and language ideologies can challenge our received notions of what gender is and how language and gender are interconnected.  Among the topics covered are: institutional language and power; gender identity and language use; ideologies of gender and language; cultural definitions of “masculinity” and “femininity” and their relationship to language use; sexual orientation and linguistic expression; and the social construction of gender identities through linguistic performance.   

Course website:

Materials such as the syllabus, handouts, reading questions, and style/term paper guidelines will be available at the course website:  www.uvm.edu/~jadickin/gender.html
Course organization:  

This course will be organized as a seminar meeting twice a week.  Some course time will be devoted to lecture and films, however the main focus of the course will be discussion.  For this reason, attendance, participation, reaction papers, and being prepared to discuss readings will contribute heavily to your grade.  Each Thursday, the professor will pass out questions for reading and discussion to help guide your reading for the following week.  Reading assignments and reaction papers related to those readings are due in the week that they appear in the syllabus.

Grading:

Grades will be based on attendance, participation, reaction papers, 2 short quizzes and a final project related to your “theme group.”  
	Attendance and class participation (required)
	15%

	10 reaction papers (worth 3% each)
	30%

	Paper #1 – due October 11th
	25%

	Paper #2 – due November 30th
	30%

	                                                    Total
	100%


Attendance and Participation (15% of your grade):

Attendance will be taken at each class.  Participation will take many forms, including bringing in examples for discussion by the class, contributing to discussion, etc.  Students who are uncomfortable speaking in class are encouraged to use the reaction papers and in-class writing opportunities, as well as the professor’s office hours, as ways to prepare for and gain confidence speaking in class.
Reaction papers (30% of your grade):  

You are required to hand in a reaction paper on September 6th!!  Reaction papers should be 1.5 to 2 pages in length and are due by noon on the same Thursday as the weekly readings discussed in the paper.  You may email your paper to Prof. Dickinson or drop it in her mailbox in 509 Williams Hall.  
How to:  In the reaction paper, discuss one or more of the readings for the week.  Some topics you might cover include:  Why did the reading(s) you chose grab your attention?  What did you learn from the reading, and how does it relate to what we have been discussing in the class?  Do you have any criticisms of the reading?  Reaction papers are intended to help you form an opinion of the readings and enhance discussion.  Late reaction papers will not be accepted.  Please plan accordingly so that you have 10 papers over the course of the semester.  You should have at least 8 reaction papers handed in by Thanksgiving break.
Paper #1 (Due October 11th – 25% of your grade)

10 page paper.  You should view this paper as a midterm designed to demonstrate your understanding of course readings and themes halfway through the semester.  This paper will focus primarily on course readings.  More details will be given in class at least three weeks before the paper is due.
Paper #2 (Due November 30th – 30% of your grade)

10 page paper.  In this paper, you will focus on a theme from one of the articles in the Handbook of Gender and Language.  You will be required to do additional library research on this theme, focusing on empirical studies in linguistics, sociolinguistics and linguistic anthropology.  More details will be given at least four weeks before the paper is due.
Textbooks and Online readings:  

There are two textbooks for this course.  They are available at the UVM bookstore and both are on reserve in the library:

Language and Gender.  2003. By Penelope Eckert and Sally McConnel-Ginet.  Cambridge:  University Press.  Noted in syllabus as Eckert and Mc-G

The Handbook of Language and Gender .  2005.  Edited by Janet Holmes and Miriam Meyerhoff.  London:  Blackwell Publishing.  
Online readings:  

Additional required readings are available via the library’s online reserve system.  Go to http://library.uvm.edu and click on “Course reserves” at the top of the page.  You will need Adobe Acrobat 5.0 or higher to download and view the readings.  You can also print out the readings at the library.  Direct links to online readings can be found at: http://www.uvm.edu/~jadickin/genderreadings07.html
Weekly topics for reading and discussion – readings are due in the week listed
Part 1:  Concepts, Theories – “Men’s” and “Women’s” Speech

August 28 and 30:  Introduction
Course overview:  syllabus, themes for the course, introduction to reading linguistic texts
Film:  The Language of the Sexes (Video #6747, volume 2)

Reading:  Bing, Janet and Victoria Bervall “The Question of Questions:  Beyond Binary Thinking” In J. Coates, ed. Language and Gender:  A Reader.  London:  Blackwell.  Pp. 495-510  [ONLINE RESERVE]

September 4 and 6:  Key Concepts

**You MUST hand in a reaction paper on these readings!  Papers are due by noon on 9/6.
Topics:  language, gender, sex, sexuality etc. – what do they really mean?  How do researchers’ ideas about “gender” and “sex” affect data collection and analysis?

Reading:  In Eckert and McG, Intro and Chapter 1 (pp. 1-51)

                Chapter 1 in Handbook.  Bonnie McElhinny  “Theorizing Gender in Sociolinguistics and Linguistic Anthropology.”  Pp. 21-42.
                Chapter 4 in Handbook Romaine, Suzanne.  “Variation in Language and Gender”  pp. 98-119.
September 11 and 13
Topics:  The “Power” (dominance) Model; ideas about gender and language in the field of linguistics

Reading:  In Eckert and McG, first part of Chapter 2, pp. 52-79

Excerpts from Lakoff’s Language and Women’s Place, pp. 3-50.  New York:  Octagon Books. 1976.  [ONLINE RESERVE]

Chapter 7 in Handbook “Language, Gender and Politics:  Putting “Women” and “Power” in the Same Sentence.”  Pp. 161-178

O’Barr and Atkins “Women’s Language or Powerless Language?” pp. 377-387  In Language and Gender: A Reader.  [ONLINE RESERVE]

September 18 and 20
Topics:  Language, gender and power across cultures

Reading:  In Eckert and McG, second part of Chapter 2 pp. 79-90

Gal, S.  1995 “Language, Gender and Power:  An Anthropological Review”  In Gender Articulated.  K. Hall and M. Bucholtz, eds.  New York:  Routledge.  pp. 169-182 (online reserve)

Brown, Penelope.  1980  “How and Why Are Women More Polite:  Some Evidence from a Mayan Community.”  In Women and language in  literature and society.  Ed. S. McConnell-Ginet, R. Borker, and N. Furman.  New York:  Praeger.  Pp. 111-149.  
September 25 and 27
Topics:  Two Cultures  (“difference”) model; theories of speech communities
Reading: In Eckert and McG, Chapter 3 pp. 91-128
Maltz, D. and Borker, R.  1982 “A Cultural Approach to Male-Female Miscommunication.”  In Language and Social Identity.  Ed. J. Gumperz.  Cambridge:  University Press.  Pp. 196-216.  [ONLINE RESERVE]

Chapter 8 in Handbook D. Tannen “Gender and Family Interaction”  pp. 179-201.

October 2 and 4
Topics:  Socializing Gender and Language – caregiver/child interactions

Reading:  In Eckert and McG Chapter 4 pp. 129-156

Chapter 27  in Handbook  Joan Swann “Schooled Language:  Language and Gender in Educational Settings.”  Pp. 624-644.
Schieffelin, B. 1990  Chapter 8 “The Socialization of Gender-Appropriate Behaviors” in The Give and Take of Everyday Life:  Language Socialization of Kaluli Children.”  Cambridge:  University Press.  pp. 202-238 [ONLINE RESERVE]

Ochs and Taylor 1995 “The ‘Father Knows Best’ Dynamic in Dinnertime Narratives”  Gender Articulated  K. Hall and M. Bucholtz, eds.  New York:  Routledge. pp. 97-121   [ONLINE RESERVE]

October 9 and 11
Topics:  Socializing Gender and Language –  peer-group interactions

Reading:  In Eckert and McG, Chapter 5 pp. 157-191

Chapter 10 in Handbook. Goodwin, Marjorie Harness “The Relevance of Ethnicity, Class and Gender in Children’s Peer Negotiations.”  Pp. 229-251.
Sheldon, A.  1990.  “Pickle fights:  Gendered talk in preschool disputes.”  Discourse Processes 13(1):5-31 (online reserve)

Nichter, M.  2001 Excerpts from Fat Talk:  What Girls and Their Parents Say about Dieting.  Cambridge:  Harvard University Press. (online reserve)

October 16 and 18
Topics:  Men, Women and Communities of Practice
Reading:   Chapter 3 in Handbook.  Sally McConnell-Ginet “What’s in a Name?” Social Labeling and Gender Practices.  69-97.

Chapter 14 in Handbook.  Jack Sidnell “Constructing and Managing Male Exclusivity in Talk-in-interaction.  Pp. 327-352.

Coates, Jennifer. 1996.  “Thank God I’m a Woman”:  The Construction of Differing Femininities.”  Chapter 10 in Women Talk.  London:  Blackwell.  Pp. 232-262. [ONLINE RESERVE]
October 23 and 25

Topics:  Analyzing Male/Female interactions, comparing strategies

Reading:  In Eckert and McG, Chapter 8 pp. 266-304

Chapter 16 in Handbook.  Eckert, Penelope “Language and Gender in Adolescence”

Herring, Susan C. Chapter 9 in Handbook.  “Gender and Power in On-line Communication”  Pp. 202-228.  
Choose one of the following two:

Keenan (Ochs), Elinor 1996 “Norm-makers, Norm-Breakers:  Uses of Speech by Men and Women in a Malagasy Community.”  In The Matrix of Language pp. 99-115  [ONLINE RESERVE]

OR Chapter 13 in Handbook Meyerhoff, Miriam. “Claiming a Place” pp.302-326.
Part 2:  Culture, Performance, and the Construction of Gender Identities

October 30 and November 1
Topics:  Performing gender norms:  Masculinities 
Reading:  In Eckert and McG, Chapter 6 pp. 192-227  
Chapter 22 in Handbook.  Kiesling, Scott.  “Prestige, Cultural Models, and Other Ways of Talking about Underlying Norms and Gender”  pp. 509-527

Cameron, Deborah  1997.  “Performing Gender Identity:  Young Men’s Talk and the Construction of Heterosexual Masculinity”. In Language and Masculinity.  Meinhof and Johnson, eds. London:  Blackwell.  pp.47-64 [ONLINE RESERVE]

Pujolar i Cos, J. 1997  “Masculinities in a Multilingual Setting”  In Language and Masculinity.  Meinhof and Johnson, eds. London:  Blackwell.   pp. 86-106 [ONLINE RESERVE]

November 6 and 8
Topics:  Performing gender norms:  Femininities

Reading:  In Eckert and McG, Chapter 7 pp. 228-265

Hall, K.  1998 “Lip service on the Fantasy Lines” in The Feminist Critique of Language, D. Cameron, ed.  New York:  Routledge.  pp. 321-342  [ONLINE RESERVE]

Chapter 25 in Handbook  “’Feminine’ Workplaces:  Stereotype and Reality”  Janet Holmes and Maria Stubbe.   Pp. 573-599.

Hill, J.  1987  “Women’s speech in modern Mexicano” In S. Philips et al., eds. Language, gender and sex in comparative perspective.  Cambridge:  University Press.  pp. 121-160.  [ONLINE RESERVE]

November 13 and 15
Topics:  Bending categories of gender, language and sexuality – cross cultural examples

 Niko Besnier Chapter 12 in Handbook.  “Crossing Genders, Mixing Lnaguages:  The Linguistic Construction of Transgenderism in Tonga.”  Pp. 279-301.

             Gaudio, Rudi  1997  “Not talking straight in Hausa”  In Queerly Phrased:  Language, Gender and Sexuality.  Livia and Hall, eds.  Oxford:  University Press.  pp. 416-429

Hall, Kira, & Veronica O’Donovan (1996).  “Shifting Gender Positions Among Hindi-speaking Hijras.”  In Victoria Bergvall, Janet Bing, & Alice Freed (eds.), Rethinking Language and Gender Research: Theory and Practice. London: Longman. 228-266.

A packet of online readings on transgender/transsexual language “training” will be passed out in class.
NO CLASS NOVEMBER 20 and 22:  THANKSGIVING WEEK
Term papers are due by 4 pm on Friday, November 30th!!!!!
November 27 and 29

Topics:  Language, sexual orientation and identity

Readings:  Kiesling, S.  2002  “Playing the Straight Man:  Displaying and Maintaining Male Heterosexuality in Discourse.”  In Language and Sexuality.  Campbell-Kibler et al, eds.  Stanford:  CSLI Publications. pp.  249-266  (online reserve)
Queen, R. 1997 “I don't speak Spritch”: Locating lesbian language.” In: A. Livia and K. Hall (eds.), Queerly Phrased. New York: Oxford. 233-256.  (online reserve)

Wong, A.  2002  The Semantic Derogation of Tonghzi:  A Synchronic Perspective.  In Language and Sexuality.  Campbell-Kibler et al, eds.  Stanford:  CSLI Publications. pp. 161-174  (online reserve)

December 4 and 6
Topics:  Looking in the right places:  beyond received notions of language and gender.  Discussion of your second papers.  
Reading:   In Eckert and McG, Chapter 9 pp. 305-332

                 Chapter 15 in Handbook, Hall, Kira “Exceptional Speakers: Contested and Problematized Gender Identities.” Pp. 352-380.  

