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IMGT/HLA XML   
•  XML - Extensible Markup Language 

–  rules for encoding documents 
–  machine-readable form. 
–  emphasize simplicity, generality, and usability over the Internet. 
–  textual data format with strong support via Unicode 
–  widely used for the representation of arbitrary data structures, for example in 

web services. 

•  HIG have worked with the NMDP Bioinformatics and some Biotech companies to 
develop a standardised machine readable export of the HLA alignments with 
supporting data 
–  NMDP looking to move their infrastructure to be based upon these exports 
–  Biotech companies looking to use the XML to aid in the compilation and 

updating of the libraries used for primer design and software 
–  EBI moving search functions to only use XML platforms 
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Objective   

•  To translate these, into single export file, which all parties can use: 

Nomenclature Reports IMGT/HLA Database Sequence Alignments 
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Progress    
•  Final stages of beta testing 
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Progress – sample XSD    
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Progress – sample entry   
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Progress – sample entry   
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Progress – sample entry   
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Additional Modules 
•  Added additional XML and XSD to encode SBT ambiguities 

–  Provides machine readable format of PDF and XLS documents 
–  Provides diploid sequence of ambiguity  

•  Looking into other datasets provided by IMGT/HLA that could also be provided 
as XML. 
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Example XML 
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Example XML 
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http://hla.alleles.org/xml/ 


