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Building Name/Address:
Chabad House/57 South Williams Street (formerly #49)



Builder/Architect:

A.B. Fisher & Co.

Date of Construction:
c. 1884-85

First Occupant:

Horatio G. Loomis
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57 South Willard Street – east façade 

According to the Vermont Historic Sites and Structures Survey, architect A.B. Fisher designed and built this Romanesque Revival residence in 1884 for Horatio G. and Mary Phelps
 Loomis. Horatio Loomis, however, is not listed in the city directory at this address until 1886
 so the exact date of construction is not clear. Born in Burlington in 1834, Loomis moved to Chicago as a young man, made his fortune, and returned to Burlington in 1884. For his new home he had a stone plaque with the dates 1834–1884 placed over the entrance door; these dates of signify the year of Loomis’ birth and the year of his return to Burlington.
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Loomis, whose occupation is listed as “Gentleman”,
 lived at this address until c. 1901 and there is no listing for Loomis or the house in the 1902 city directory. In 1903 Charles E. Seaman, a professor at the University of Vermont, is listed as the resident,
 and during the years 1904-1905 the house was vacant.
 In 1906 physician and surgeon Dr. L.M. Bingham and his wife Alma M. purchased the home and lived there together until 1910.
 Dr. Bingham passed away c. 1910, and Alma M, Bingham is listed at this address until 1912.
 In 1913 the house is vacant again, Mrs. Bingham having moved to 185 North Prospect Street.

1914 saw the building become the headquarters for Sigma Nu, a University of Vermont fraternity.
 In 1923 the street address number changed from #49 to #57. It remained the “Sigma Nu Lodge” until 1990, when the fraternity’s charter was revoked by its national parent organization.
 The group vacated the building, and today the house is known as the Chabad Lubavitch Jewish Community Center.
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