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Miss Tilney’s white gown confirms her elegance, Mr. Bingley’s blue coat hints of the dandy, and as for Miss Steele’s pink ribands…! Austen’s descriptions of her character’s clothing are sparingly, yet tellingly, applied, while her letters address fashion in a more practical way. What did Jane Austen and her contemporaries wear? Though our visual understanding of period clothing is often shaped by films, increased access to extant gowns and fashion plates lets us explore the historical  reality. Those interested in the “felt life” of history can now create and wear reasonably accurate reproductions, allowing us to experience not only what history looks like, but what it feels like. Or, to put it another way, we can now answer such burning questions as: Can one really dance comfortably in a corset?
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