Savage Letter, Notes
Founf in 1861 folder: letterhead VT Commission on Country Life tells a little about the family including:

“Savage was attending Kimball Union Academy in 1837 when his father called him home to help run the farm” they think he had planned to continue and become a minister

“Some time late in 1842 Savage married Elizabeth D. Ladd of Woodstock a close friend of his sister Almira at Kimball Union”

1845-jan-10

To Elizabeth from Susan and Mary, 

Elizabeth if you would like your father to get you a carpet please write and ask him to and send the dimensions of your room. Abby wants one for her parlur.
April 7, 1847

Susan to Elizabeth

She says it is the eve of her 54 birthday

They have taken in a Methodist family with 3 kids to help make ends meet. Mary is teaching in a local school.

several mentions in this and other letters of “The Chronicle”

May 16, 1847 Office Hall (Virginia?)

Almira to Elizabeth

She writes about buying a watch and a bonnet “My bonnet is brown silk trimmed with pink ribbon and flowers and two dresses though I have got but one at home, a grass skirt which makes me look big enough.”

Also discusses how master/slave child, how children sold, how Aunt Esther their mother is distraught, how sad, etc.

Alvira to Elizabeth

Jan 3, 1849

She saw a visitor had died and was buried in Richmond with no family to mourn him and no one toattend the burial. She says: “I stood at my window and heaved a long long sigh. O I cannot cannot die here. When I think of it my heart shrinks back and I exclaim I cannot, yet the secret conviction is with me and I cannot banish it that I never never shall see you . That Virginia will be my burial place.”

1852-02-04: Quechee

To:Brother and Sister, From: Mary
Sorry took so long to write, enjoyed visit to you in Stowe, wished we lived in Waterbury or closer to you.

“I went home the first of January and was busy enough piecing and quilting bed quilts and doing everything necessary to be done. we had to go to the green a few times, too. I did not find a furnished house as you and Abby were privileged to do. we moved a week since and I must tell you about our situation here first. you must imagine a two story brick house on  a hill with four short flights of stairs leading to it and mounds of grass between so you see we are quite elevated. the house is built for two families on the first floor to ours is a parlor and in it we have a nice carpet, table, solar lamp, chairs, secretary, and crickets. a sitting room is next and here we have a new cooking stove table and chairs woodbox and the like convenient things two cupboards open out of it back of this is a back kitchen where I put every thing and shall have the stove there in hot weather. the rooms have been newly painted and papered and every thing is new and clean. we have two good chambers.”
“this afternoon I had have had two calls and been hindered so much that dark is coming upon me and now I must stop and make some biscuits for tea. wish you would come and eat some for the Dr has been gone all day…” Henry=Dr=husband
“John Perkins is spending the winter at the south for his health which is quite poor.

Edward is also much out of health and is travelling about in Europe visting Rome, Paris and London.”

“The church here is quite small much like yours I should think we like the minister very much. if it is small there is the more for those to do that are here to build it up and each one can see their own importance as it were and I hope if this is the field where it is best for us to labor we may be the means of doing some good that our lives may not be spent in vain. It is a great thing to be a Christian. we all need much grace and wisdom to live as we should do.”
“How are Helen and Charlie I want to see them give them both a good kiss from Aunt Mary and tell them to be good for perhaps I shall want one of them to live with me sometime.”

“How the wind does blow. it comes furiously in at every crack and sounds dismal enough but we are kindly preserved from its inclemency”

Tues. morn: “The family has moved in and I think they will be a good deal of company for us.”

“I have an abundance of sewing to do so I have not much time to be lonely.”

Savage: 1852-03-29, Woodstock
To Elizabeth From:

illness and deaths: 

trouble getting a settled minister, most recent prospective is also being asked to be pastor to a town in Maine near his family: “I do hope we may have a Shepherd ere long, am tired of many changes and such a variety.”

“we are rather lonely with our small family, have brought down my little wheel for company. Husband and Mason are sugaring. The snow is deep about us but the sleighing which has continued nearly 5 months os poor.”

“Mrs. Sally has applied for our school again hardly think she will get it She has a Gent. visiting her now and then Mr. Gregory from out of town.”

re: Mary: “Do you not think I enjoy having a daughter settled so near us? that I can by an hour and a holf ride be at her door? I guess I do. wish you were on the same line.Tell Allen there is no necessity of his going west. there are good farms for sale in this region. but I would not be selfish, perhaps he would do more good at the west.”

“Mary told me news while at home, fixing, that rejoiced my heart exceedingly, it was that you have had your hope in Christ revived and renewd. O bless the Lord for his unspeakable gifts to the lost, but when we feel the divine influence of His Holy Spirit in our own hearts or in our family we are led to exclaim O wonderful love! O kind compassion! How can we sinful worms of the dust ever praise Thee acceptably for such services.. .I hope dearest E. that you will strive to live near your Savior who has done and suffered so much to redeem your precious soul and never again give away his Holy Spirit but trust him as the most faithful friend with all your cares and your trials, your temptations, conflicts, and your victory.”
“Edwin has taken a boy of 14 for help 1 year.”

“We have with a little help quilted two bed quilts, pieced one of them, the other was the rose (?) blocks that dear Susan pieced. Wish Allen could make arramgements to come live with us. work and care look like a mountain to your father and I have some of the same feelings. He would give him nearly all the farm .”

Savage: 1854-09-01: Quechee

To: Sister From: Mary

After putting Willie to sleep and mentioning how busy she has been:

“Ellen Parker was there. . .She is no less vain than when a girl one would judge to see the amount of jewelry worn to decorate her fair person and it would seem as if she had seen enough of trouble in following the remains of four loved ones to the grave to the grave within three years to lead her to care less for such things and feel that “all is vanity.”

Henry wants to move somewhere else where he can do more, “be Somebody” Mary is hesitant to break up house and go live among strangers

“You do not know what a comfort our cow has been to us though I have not had the quantity of milk or cream that I expected but we sold a quart a day which is no small quatity and made our own butter, that is not very bad is it. Henry would like it to eat three times a day now I believe but we do not do quite as bad as that.”

Savage: 1854-12-03
To Brother From H Savage

“We have recently organized a ‘Library Association’ and have let a choice collection of Books & Wednesday next we drew out Books for the first time. Uncle Abner is President of the Association—I hope it will unite our young people and give them a taste for reading.”

Savage: 1855-12-25, Hartford

To. Mr. R. A. Savage, Cousin From: Joseph Savage

“I saw Harper S. since my my return from Kansas and we were speaking of the possibility of your changing location some time and I could not well resist the temptation of giving you an invite to accompany us to the territory.”
Climate delightful, soil rich, railroad nearby, limestone, coal and lead, good roads, rolling country, scenery “almost as varied and diversified as in our own state.” “We expect Cousin Nelson will have our farm here.” 

“P.S. I might mention that we have a steam mill in operation and two stores, and a hotel and school house one building and a good Con. minisiter on the ground. I was present at the election—the Missourians came in to vote by the hundreds. we like the gov. well.”

Savage: 1858-2-17
From Mother and Mary (Henry had gone to NY to look for relocation possibilities, Mary is living back at home with children until they settle a new location)

From mother: “This week the sewing society met here. It was a stormy day and only 20 ladies came. Mr. Kent brought up 19 and engaged to go back and bring another load but the storm prevented.”

Savage: 1855-04-18: Pheasant Branch (Wisconsin)
To: Almira From: Jane

“I don’t feel at all like writing to you—it is only to the feeling that I must make effort that you are indebted for this letter. When William wrote you we were rejoicing tho’ with trembling over our little treasure of a baby but our joy was short-lived—we have lost him. He lived to be just three weeks old. He was a fat healthy looking child when he was born but he was never strong and very soon showed signs of being sickly. We hoped he might overcome his feebleness however until the Wednesday before he died when he appeared much worse. He lived and suffered until Sunday evening—suffered so much that it seemed almost a relief to see him die. Dear Almira I know you will sympathize with me in this deep sorrow and all my blasted hope But however great the trial to yield him up we can still be thankful for the blessing his little life has been to us. I have been so glad that he lived at all for now we have a little son in heaven and a little grave with us. We buried him out to our farm that we might lay him in our garden. He was a beautiful baby for such an infant. I wish you could have seen him. We had given a name—William Leslie—I am trying to feel reconciled for we know that our father doeth all things well.

You will see by my tale that we have married but have not got to housekeeping yet. William was going out to get the house in readiness this week and so I came with him and am boarding at a Mr. Ellis in the village.”

Savage: 1855-4-22, Baraboo (?)

To Elizabeth From Almira (sister)

“”This winter has been very busy tie to me. I have had a large school and plenty to do. One thing is certain I shall never die of ennuie if I teach always. I get ready for breakfast a little after six then have devotions. I wish you could hear Mr. Cochran pray. A quarter to nine I go to school then again after one. get home a little after five . . .I told the scholars if they would bring me teo cents each I would buy them a swing. They gave me enough to buy a swing and jumping rope and Mr. Cochran put it up for me. Tell Helen and Charley if they come and see me I willmake my girls and boys swing them a long time. . .I have some six little girls studying Adams Arithmetic from 8 to 13 years old. . .They commenced six weeks ago and have just got to fractions. I have bought a set of Outline Maps and am teaching Geography that way. I use no Geography [text]. . .I do not believe I am loved as well as in Virginia or Missouri. . .You ask if I have had any Maple sugar. There is alittle made. I just took a bite as I took my pen. but I cannot go and see it made.” 

Suggests she and Allen come visit. It would cost about $25. Then they could go to DuBuque. She says Mr. C. says they should come and Allen should not “spend his days on those rocky hills.:”

“I just went to snuff my candle with my hairpin and the snuff flew out and burnt a hole in my new dress as big as my fist. Is not that too bad?” 

Savage: New yro, 51 6th Avenue

To Sister From Mary

After a good deal of packing they got on the cars for new York.”stopped at Windsor over night started from there at 7 o’clock had a fine journey changed cars only once at Springfiled. Met Henry at the Depot and we had only to step across Broadway into the horse car which left us at our own door. . .We are on a very pleasant street it is very broad with plenty of shade trees. the cars and stages are passing all the time and the sidewalks are never empty—but I suppose this is nothing to Broadway though it is as much as I care to see. . .a few rods from us is a beautiful playground with a fountain in the center a resort for children. Willie is delighted to get out and he feels as good as the best. he wants no better than to go along the side walks and look into the windows to see the pretty things.. .Everything in the provision line is very high Steak 16 cts a lb Potatoes 5 cts a pail full. . .Helen wanted to know how the little girls here wore their hair and I suppose she will be veryglad to hear that all I have seen to notice are beginning to braid them but perhaps I have not seen the most fashionable yet.”

Savage: 1855-08-19
To Sister From mary

“It is in the midst of deep affliction that I now take my pen to address you. We are left desolate and alone. Our little precious darling Willis is no more. all that remains of him was yesterday consigned to the silent grave and we are and we are left heart broken in this cold world to wend our way along without that bright beam of sunshine that for two and a half years had shed so bright a light about our paths.  Just one week ago Willie was taken sick with dysentery which was not very bad but still did not seem to yield to the remedies which were constantly and faithfully applied Monday he seemed to be much weaker and quite sick kept winking and working his mouth which we did not quite understand Tuesday still sick and we called in a Physician he called him quite sick but thought those strange motions were the affect of opium. Wednesday morn he called him no worse only much weaker but in the afternoon he passed into a state of stupor which we first took to be Death but soon saw it was a change in the disease which lasted three hours. Of what hours of anxiety such intense anxiety as only parents under cimilar circumstances can feel and how many prayers arose in silence from our hearts in that time as we watched by that face those precious little features for a change and I trust each one was ended with :thy will not mine be dome.”The change came but alas it was throwing of the head and arms he could not keep still one moment such was his suffering. There was no longer any doubt his brain was affected there was no hope no hope O those heart rending words to parents hearts. Two Physicians were in and did all that could be four of us spent the night with him he had some quiet and a good deal of pain but he would brighten up occassionally and seemed so easy I found I was clinging to a good deal of hope at six in the morning he began to change again we saw Death was at the door and at nine o’clock he gently and quietly breathed his last. then he was taken from my arms to be laid away and it seemed to me I had nothing to do but to weep. we were poor comforters for each other, the world looked worthless, and our little care was taken from us.” She takes comfort in the knowledge that he is in heaven. They telegraphed to Woodstock to bring him there to be buried instead of “there in that strange land among strangers” He had been quiet and speaking of heaven all summer.
Savage: 1856-09-26, New York

To: Sister From Mary

“We are now reading Mrs. Stow’s new work ‘Dred” find it quite interesting but do not think it quite meets our expectations.”

Savage: 1856-11-05 Baraboo

To Mother, brother and sister From Almira

Almira writes about the work being done to build her house. She mentions prices, how she is strapped for cash, has $500 saved but doesn’t want to use it on the house. Has 74 scholars, boys, girls “some with beards, some not” 

P.S. “I do want you to see my house and home. I have a carpet for my room which is 14 feet square, a large closet, and a small beroom out of my room.”

Savage: 1857-05-16, new York
Mary to Brother and Sister

Thank goodness they have another baby – a girl, Lizzie who looks like her father but has Willie’s eyes and is very good. She thanks them for the pagkage “They were landed at our door last evening all safe and sound and I can hardly tell you how acceptable they are, the sugar is perfectly delicious and I shall have to make Buckwheats every morning now we have something so nice to eat on them. Henry will sell two barrels of potatoes for what he can get and we shall keep the other.” Henry is having trouble finding a clerk for the store (drugstore?)
Their mother makes butter and send it to her children frequently.

Savage: 1880-07-26, Woodstock

Mary D. to Sister Elizabeth
Lillie has just married and is living close by. Son Charley is getting ready to go off to college. Henry dead? She mentions that she does not want to live alone and will look for some kid to live with her.

Savage: 1880-11-02, Woodstock
Mary D to sister Elizabeth
New chucrch dedicated. Mr. Billings gave address. All fitted out down to the dishes, two instruments.
Charlie home for short visit. He adds a P>S Dear Aunt Lizzie thanks for the money. College more expensive than planned! Home for a few days during election—very happy that Garfield is elected.

Savage: 1880-12-18

Mary to Elizabeth

Ladies decided to create an Aux to the [something] Board, she elected President. They are making sheets and oillowcases for the Burlington Homae, Mrs. Billings furnishing material.
Lillie is busy on committees, with writing and riding—don’t see her much.

Savage: 1881-01-19

Mary to Elizabeth

Savage: 1881-05-18

Mary to Elizabeth

