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  Fall 2011

Meeting Times:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:30-12:45

Classroom:  
    Old Mill Annex A207

Professor Gustafson’s Contact Information:
Melanie.Gustafson@uvm.edu or 656-4422

History Department Phone: 656-1380

Professor’s Office: 301 Wheeler House

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 1:30-3:00, Thursdays, 9:30-11:00 and by Appointment

Please feel free to contact me at any point during the semester. You can do that by dropping by my office during my scheduled office hours or by making an appointment to meet me in my office. The best way to get in touch with me is by email. I will make every effort to respond promptly to your messages but you must understand that promptly does not mean immediately. I generally check my email in the morning and in the late afternoon but not on weekends. Please use your UVM address when emailing me.

If you have not yet chosen a major, I will be your academic advisor for the year. If you have a major, your primary academic advisor is in that department. In either case, you can come to me for advising. You don’t need to have a problem to come see me. I like getting to know students and talking about history and academic life.

Course Description:

In the academic world, a seminar is a class conducted through discussion. Occasionally I will lecture but in general we will come together twice weekly to discuss readings, exchange ideas, and learn new skills for conducting original research and writing. The seminar format requires everyone to do the tasks at hand, which means that we must all complete our assignments on time and be ready to share our knowledge in the classroom. Class participation is required; this includes attending all scheduled sessions, discussing readings and other work with your colleagues, and making a formal presentation to the class. 
This seminar has two related parts. First, it will introduce students to American women’s history. We will study the diversity of women’s lives within the American context since the time of the American Revolution, ending our examination in the recent past. Second, the seminar will be a hands-on history class. Prudence Doherty from Special Collections, Daisy Benson from Bailey-Howe Library, and Hope Greenberg from the Center for Teaching and Learning will provide an introduction to primary sources, secondary sources and digital humanities. At the end of the semester, each student will present to the class their digital humanities project.

Course Goals:
1. to introduce you to the discipline of history
2. to build your content knowledge about women’s history

3. to develop your writing skills

4. to build your critical thinking skills

5. to introduce you to the process of historical scholarship

Required Textbook: Nancy Woloch, Women and the American Experience, 5th Edition
Required Notebook: Please buy a notebook to organize class notes, assignments, syllabus, etc.
Course Web-page: There is a course home page set up through Blackboard. I will use this page to post the syllabus, assignments, any supplementary readings, and other information.

Obligations and Responsibilities:

· Please help maintain our scholarly tone in the classroom by respecting the views of others.

· The scholarly tone is also set by other behaviors. Please, no eating in class. 
· Turn off your cell phone or other electronic devices when you arrive at the classroom.. If I find you using an electronic device in class without permission, I will ask you to leave. Habitual misuse will result in a 10% penalty on your final grade.
· You are expected to arrive on time and stay in class until it ends.

· You are allowed one class absence. Any class absence beyond your first one must be approved in advance and documented by you to me in writing. Absences are excused for the usual reason: illness, religious observance, UVM sports or debate participation, etc. Unexcused absences will result in a 10% penalty on your final grade. This means if you have 100 points, you will go down to 90 points for one absence, 80 points for two absences, etc. 

· Late work will not be accepted without prior arrangement.

· Do not email your work. All work must be turned in to me in class on the assigned date. 

· All assigned work must be completed to pass this class. 
· Plagiarism of any kind will result in an F grade for the assignment and the course. Please read the Academic Student Handbook for the statement on plagiarism. I take academic integrity very seriously; so should you.
· Students with disability who may require alternative arrangements are encouraged to seek advice at the start of the semester from the ACCESS office.

· Wheeler House is undergoing renovations and does not have disability access. Please talk with me if this is a problem and we will arrange an alternative meeting place.

· The professor reserves the right to make changes in the syllabus.

Grading:
Office Visit and Participation



30%

Four Short Essays 5% each



20%
Two Talking Points 5% each



10%

Take-home Midterm Exam 



10%

Digital Humanities Project Paper and Presentation
20%

Final Exam





10%
Scale: 

100 A+
88-89 B+
78-79 C+
68-69 D+
59 and below F

93-99 A
83-87 B
73-77 C
63-67 D

90-92 A-
80-82 B-
70-72 C-
60-62 D

I am happy to discuss your graded assignments with you. However, I require a 24-hour moratorium on discussing grades. Use this time to reread the assignment and your work. We can then talk. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
Week One: Introductions
Aug. 30:      
Introductions
Sept. 1:        
A Short History of Women’s History
Week Two: Republican Motherhood
Sept. 6:
Viewing of Midwife’s Tale
Sept. 8:
Finish Viewing and Discussion



Reading Due: Chapter 3 Woloch


Assignment One Due

Week Three: The Bonds of Womanhood
(Monday, Sept. 12: Deadline for Add/Drop)
Sept. 13:
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapter 5
Sept. 15:
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapter 7


Assignment Two Due
Week Four: Women and Work
Sept. 20:
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapter 9
Sept. 22:
Reading Due, Woloch, Chapter 11


Assignment Three Due

Week Five: Special Collections
Sept. 27: 
Visit to Special Collections with Prudence Doherty: Project Overview from the
 Perspective of the Archives


Reading Due: Travis Puller, “A Mountain and an Eclipse in the Life and 

Career of Consuelo Northrop Bailey: An Introduction to Her Papers” (online)

Sept. 29:  
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapter 13
Week Six: Digital Humanities
Oct. 4: 

Hope Greenberg Visits Our Class: Project Overview from Perspective 
of Digital Humanities


Reading Due: C. N. Bailey entry in The Vermont Encyclopedia (Bb)
Oct. 6: 

Visit to Special Collections to Look at Your Selected Documents
Week Seven: Texts and Contexts 1
Oct. 11: 
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapters 15 and 16
Oct. 13: 
Visit to Bailey-Howe Library with Daisy Benson

Overview of Secondary Sources and Historical Context
Week Eight: Bringing Things Together
Oct. 18: 
Visit to Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL): Scanning


Assignment Four Due

Midterm Exam Handed Out
Oct. 20:
Office Visits
Week Nine: Texts and Contexts 2
Oct. 25: 
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapters 17 and 18 


MIDTERM DUE IN CLASS

Oct. 27: 
Visit to CTL: Markup and Uploading to Omeka Site
Week Ten: Texts and Contexts 3
(Monday, Oct. 31: Last day to withdraw from a class)
Nov. 1: 
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapters 19 and 20
Nov. 3: 
Visit to CTL: Finishing up Projects

Week Eleven: Feminisms
Nov. 8:
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapters 21 and 22
Nov. 10:
Continue with Chapters 21 and 22
Week Twelve: Discussion
Monday,  Nov. 14: 
Projects Done; Draft of Final Paper Due

Tuesday,  Nov. 15: 
No Class
Thursday, Nov. 17: 
Drafts Returned and Discussed
Week Thirteen: Thanksgiving Recess

Week Fourteen: Presentations
Nov. 29:  
Reading Due: Woloch, Chapters 23 and 24
Dec. 1:

Presentation of Projects



FINAL PAPER DUE
Week Fifteen: Conclusions
Dec. 6: Last Class, Conclusions

Dec. 7: Last day of classes
Dec. 8-16: Reading and Exam Period

Jan. 17: First Day of your second semester at UVM!

Talking Points

· On selected days, three students will help lead discussion. In preparation for this, these students will compose talking points.

· After completing the day’s assigned reading, write up five questions and five comments that will help form the basis for our class discussion. These questions and comments should be about both the historical content and the historical approach. 
· Bring four copies of your talking points to class: one for the professor, one for the other discussion leaders, and one for yourself. These must be typed and your name must be on the top right. If you wish, you could bring copies for everyone in the class.
· Each talking point is worth 5% of your grade. You will do two.

· You will be graded on the questions and comments you posed, as well as how well you led the discussion.

An example of talking points:
Questions:

1. Why do you think Woloch chose Rolandson to represent 17th century America?

2. What was Rowlandson’s family life like structurally, socially, and emotionally?

3. What does Rowlandson’s story tell us about Native cultures?

4. What sources does Woloch use to tell Rolandson’s story?

5. What does Rowlandson’s story tell us about the relationships between women’s lives and religion in the 17th century?
Comments:

1. Woloch is a beautiful writer of narrative history.
2. Woloch’s argument is not clear to me.

3. Using the lens of Rowlandson limits what I have learned about Native American women and men during this time period.

4. Religion bores me. I wish the chosen subject was witchcraft.

5. A key theme of this chapter seems to be the issue of power.

Sept. 13, 
Ch. 5 
Akkeh and Altreche and Makula

Sept. 15, 
Ch. 7 
Brink and Caputo and Roberts
Sept. 20, 
Ch. 9 
Coleman and Colton and Logan

Sept. 22, 
Ch. 11 Connell and Dube and Eberth

Sept. 29, 
Ch. 13  Kulp and Gaillard and Kelly

Oct. 11, 
Ch. 15 

  
Ch. 16 
Oct. 25, 
Ch. 17 
 
Ch. 18 
Nov. 1,   
Ch. 19 

  
Ch. 20 
Nov. 8,   
Ch. 21 
              
Ch. 22 
Nov. 10, 
Ch. 23 
             
Ch. 24 
Assignments
Assignment One: (2 pages, typed) Due Sept. 8 in class

What does the history of Eliza Pinkney tell us about sex, gender, family, marriage, and work during the era of the American Revolution? Your paper must begin with a thesis statement and provide evidence from the text to support it.

Assignment Two (2 pages, typed) Due Sept. 15 in class

Assess the popularity of women’s magazines like Godey’s Lady’s Book. Your paper must begin with an argument firmly stated at the beginning of your paper and developed in the next paragraphs. Your argument should be historical in nature. Do not use an argument like “Godey’s Lady’s Book was popular because fashion is fun.” Develop a paper out of historical argument such as (to use another text) “The novel The Virginian expressed a new attitude toward wilderness.”  
Assignment Three (2 pages, typed) Due Sept. 22 in class

Go to the Women and Social Movements in the United States (WASM) website (available through B/H Library). Read Anne Firor Scott’s entry on Jane Addams in Notable American Women.  Write a paper that compares/contrasts Woloch’s chapter on Addams to Scott’s entry. You need an argument so focus on a set of issues that reveal what is different and/or similar between the two.
Assignment Four (2 pages, typed) Due Oct. 18 in class

Read Chapter 16. Choose one of the women discussed in Chapter 16 (The 1920s) and find a scholarly biographical entry on her and a primary document by her. (Start at Notable American Women at the WASM website.) Write a paper that briefly explains why she is historically significant and places the document in the context of her life. You do not need to think about an argument as much as you need to think about the narrative that you are creating.

1

