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The use of technology in the classroom has become an indispensable tool for educators.  Technology enhances a teacher’s ability to create learner-centered classrooms which “support independent work as well as collaboration among learners.”(SEDL, Computers and Constructivism)  


With computers students can build upon their own individual understanding of a topic and work at their own pace. For example, one student researching diabetes may have already heard the term insulin and could therefore include it in their internet search of the topic whereas another could discover the term during their search. Each student has accesses to the same resources and might locate the same information but each can do so in a way that works for them individually.  This is critical because, “Learners bring unique prior knowledge experience and beliefs to a learning situation.” (SEDL, Computers and Constructivism)

Computers allow educators to explore diverse methods of instruction; students can utilize them to both construct knowledge and to reflect upon knowledge already gained. They can explore information individually or in groups. In addition they can access knowledge of people throughout the country and the world that can act as a valuable supplement to classroom instruction. Students do need to be made aware however of the prevalent amount of misinformation which is also available.    


Technology allows the student to “rely less on their teacher and more on their own initiative for knowledge-creation…it amplifies the resources teachers can offer their students.” (SEDL, Computers and Constructivism) Integration of technology into the classroom will soon become an antiquated concept because the presence of technology in every classroom will be commonplace. 

                                                                                                                                                  Lesson Plan


In order to learn about other countries students could each be allowed to pick a country from a diverse list provided by the teacher. Each student could then be required to research his or her country on the Internet and in the library in order to learn not only certain specific required facts but also information about their country which interests them.  


Each student could then present to their class information about their country in a multimedia computer presentation (PowerPoint or HyperCard?). Every other student would then get to hear things like the nation anthem and see photographs of each country. 


Students could then be grouped together based on characteristics of their countries (such as language, geographic area, or population) then students could be asked to reflect upon what similarities exist between their countries. For example, a question which could be asked is, “why do countries so distant from each other geographically speak the same language?”


Students then could create a reflective short paper about these similarities and their countries in general. 
