
 

FIGURE XI-B 
 

Town Meeting Structure and Controlled Best Democracy Scores 
 Plot 1 School Issues, Meeting Length & Controlled Best Democracy Scores

Sample of 200 Meetings 1970-1998*

*Omit cases of school meeting held before or after town meeting.

Length of Meeting Controlling Attendance and Participation
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Plot 2 Day/Night, Meeting Length & Controlled Best Democracy Scores

Sample of 200 Meetings 1970-1998

Length of Meeting Controlling Attendance and Participation

4.54.03.53.02.52.01.51.0.50.0-.5-1.0-1.5-2.0-2.5-3.0

Th
e 

C
on

tro
lle

d 
Be

st
 D

em
oc

ra
cy

 In
de

x

2.7

2.4

2.1

1.8

1.5

1.2

.9

.6

.3

.0

-.3

-.6

-.9

-1.2

-1.5

-1.8

procto82
plymou70

grand83
waitsf95

panton98 washin89

roxbur88

norwic87
cornwa78fletch83 huntin89

wolcot74
newark74

nhero94

Plot 3 The Australian Ballot, Size-Controlled Attendance and the CBDI

Sample of 200 Meetings Held During the Day 1970-1998

Attendance at Town Meeting Controlling for Town Size

2.62.42.22.01.81.61.41.21.0.8.6.4.2
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■ School matters are 
 imbedded in town
 meeting or school 

meeting is held during 
an adjournment of 
town meeting, mean 
and slope of CBDI. 
 

○ School meeting is 
held another day, mean 
and slope of CBDI. 

Means of 
meeting length 

■ Means of CBDI and 
meeting length and  the 
slope for day meetings. 

 
○ Means of CBDI and 

meeting length and the 
slope for night meetings. 

◊ Did not use the 
Australian ballot 
mean and slope of 
CBDI. 

 
■ Did use the 

Australian ballot 
mean and slope of 
CBDI. 


