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Who am I? 

· Faculty in Geography Department 

· American Association of State Climatologists   

ƁSecretary 

· American Association of Geographers  

ƁNational Councillor 

· American Meteorological Society 

· NOAA Science Advisory Board  

ƁClimate Working Group 

ƁPortfolio Review Task Force 

· NSF  

Ɓpanelist (10 programs) 

ƁAtmospheric Science Collaborations and Enriching NeTworks 
(ASCENT) 

· National Climate Assessment ð lead author Northeast  

· NCAR & WMO 

Ɓinvited speaker 

 



Whoõs in the audience? 

·media 

·general public presentations 

·K-16+ students (VT, NY) 

·K-12 teachers 

·my neighbors 

· retired communities (UVM faculty, Wake Robin) 

· life-long learners (Osher) 

·VT State Agencies (ANR, DOH, DEMHS, VTrans) & 

municipalities 

·atmospheric science colleagues / students 

·other academe 



òSpeaking in codeó 

·vocabulary of the 

atmospheric sciences 

 

·poor use of metaphors 

Ɓòtrapping heató òbouncing 
back energyó 

·òradiationó 

·abstract concepts 

·interconnectedness of 

land-ocean-air 

 
"The source of this material is the COMET® Website at http://meted.ucar.edu/ of the University 

Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR), sponsored in part through cooperative 

agreement(s) with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. 

Department of Commerce (DOC). ©1997-2013 University Corporation for Atmospheric 

Research. All Rights Reserved." 



Lessons learned from diverse 

audiences 

·language of the climate sciences 

·role of misconceptions 

·where in the curriculum? 

·importance of learning styles 

·educators can make a difference 

·role of life experience 





·òThrough your presence here today, you 
come from a long line of giants whose 
shoulders you strand on, giants who 
graduated from this school and giants who 
never made it to school.ó 

 

·òYou cannot continue to succeed in the 
world or have a fulfilling life in the world 
unless you choose to use your life in 
service somehow to others and give back 
what you have been given.ó 

  

Oprah Winfrey - Commencement Speech at Howard University,  12 May 2007 



D-ClimNet 



Diversity Climate Network  

(D-ClimNet) 

0914377 



D-ClimNetõs programmatic 

elements 
·goal = to stimulate interest and train the next 

generation of racially and gender diverse climate 
scientists 
 

·Climatology as a viable career option 
·mentoring by scientists of color 

 

·high schools (grades 9-12) 

·Community colleges 

·universities, including Ph.D. granting institutions 

 

·New York city, Los Angeles, Georgia, Burlington 
 






