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CHAPTER I

+
Culture War?

There is a religious war going on in this country, a cultural
war as critical to the kind of nation we shall be as the Cold
War itself, for this war is for the soul ofAmerica. *

With those ringing words insurgent candidate Pat Buchanan

fired up his supporters at the 1992 Republican National Conven

tion. To be sure, not all the assembled delegates cheered Buchanan's

call to arms, which was at odds with the "kinder, gentler" image

that incumbent President George H. W. Bush had attempted to

project. Indeed, Republican professionals expressed concern about
the "family values" emphasis of the convention in general, and

Buchanan's remarks in particular.! Their concerns proved well

.. This quotation appears in slightly different forms throughout the literature, probably because it was
written up differently by journalists who covered the speech andlor read slightly different versions of it.
This version is quoted in Nancy Davis and Robert Robinson, "A War for America's Soul?" In Rhys
Williams, ed., Cultural Wars in American Politics (New York: Aldine de Gruyter, 1997); 39.
1 Andrew Rosenthal, "'The 1992 Campaign: Issues~'FamilyValues,'" New York Times, September 21,
1992: 1.
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