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 And whosoever diggeth a pit, Lord, 

Shall fall in it - shall fall in it. 

Whosoever diggeth a pit 

Shall bury in it - shall bury in it. 

If you are the big tree, 

We are the small axe 

Sharpened to cut you down, 

Ready to cut you down. 

Bob Marley, song lyrics, Small Axe (http://www.lyricsondemand.com/b/bobmarleylyrics/smallaxelyrics.html)

Ede Warner identifies a real problem in academic debate in America, especially policy debate. The problem is that the way the game is organized and enacted entails substantial entry barriers to new participants. While many students may decide to try debating because they “have something to say” often find that the subject matter and the way in which it is discussed to be somewhat alien to them. The result is that many students find American policy debate to be unwelcoming. I would begin, however, by saying that the extent of this is far less in other parts of the burgeoning debate experience. Parliamentary debate, for example, has far fewer entry barriers and gives students more latitude to express themselves because it has fewer entrenched procedures.

GENERAL REPLIES:

1. Perhaps we need to act like a social movement

2. Practical fixes

3. The lure of rules

4. Allies & supporters

5. Engaging the opposition

6. What you bring and what you get

7. Hypocrisy in evidence

8. When style bcomes rule, break it into procedure

9. Making a decision between two worlds, or many worlds

10. Revaluating what it means to win

11. Individual choice

12. Why the focus on only certain groups?

