I"x €"x 0.038" THICK GALVANIZED STEEL PLATE
NALED WITH 3—Bd NAILS EACH SIDE OF
SPLICE. OR CONNECTION

OVER STUD BELOW WITHIN
A 1" TOLERANGE

SINGLE TOP PLATE

NOTE:
BEARING OR EXTERIOR WaLL

Figure 12-77 Single top plate splice.

With the advent of wider framing to accommodate in-
creased thickness of insulation, a desire to save on mate-
rial costs led to the allowance of a single top plate alter-
native. The use of a single top plate in bearing and
exterior walls is permitted as long as adequate top plate
ties are provided (Fig. 12-77).

If ceiling heights are to be 8'-0" high, the studs are
generally cut between 7'-8" and 7'-9" in length. Block-
ing, halfway up the height of the studs, stiffens the wall
and prevents the studs from warping. If vertical paneling
is to be used as interior wall covering, horizontal block-
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