Community

· In general, group of people connected by interaction and identity

· Communities of interest (e.g. interest groups) and communities of place (e.g. towns)

· Forest communities – communities of place located in a largely forested landscape that are connected to adjacent forests by economic and/or cultural ties.

“Communities” have a wholesome image implying functional, homogenous and moral integrity

Communities are diverse, stratified and politically fractured – like the society in which they are embedded.

However, through face-to-face interactions in multiple arenas, and a common identity and commitment to place, communities can develop capacity for consensus decision-making and collective action (especially when core values and livelihoods are threatened).

“Community” in community forestry

(“Community” in quotes to recognize term is problematic.)


Issues:  

1.  What defines community (esp. boundaries).

2. Who speaks for communities?




If democratically elected ( inequalities, costs




Open “consensus process” (hard, not good at it, costs, unequal




If self appointed ( how open

3.  Can communities act?




Can they make decisions? 

What body acts?  - non-profit?  govt?  ad hoc cmte?

Do they have the capacity?

4.  How can government interact w/ communities?  (triangle chart)

5.  Multiple hats ( accountability plus conflict? (social capital)

6.  Scale – viability and end results
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