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Due Feb 13, 2007

Reading Guide:

Cases of Community Forestry Abroad

This class is intentionally front-loaded with theory and history so that concepts can later be applied to contemporary practice.  At this point in the semester I like to take a break from theory to get a better sense of what community-based forestry looks like on the ground.  What activities do people engage in?  What challenges do they face?  What successes can they claim?

This week I give you 5 cases from 4 continents that are not written for academic journals (even though most are written by academics).  Please read at least 4 of them.  Please come to class with at least: 

1.  One interesting observation -- perhaps a connection among articles, to other concepts in the class or to your own experience, and 

2.  One discussion question for other class members.

Haida Gwaii, Canada.(Durning 1999)  I love the concept of Green Collar Jobs, wherever it is applied.  This is why I got into this field to help people of real economic need to come together, overcome social differences & political roadblocks, and find a way to live in the place that they love by making a living through restoration.  Durning mixes in regional socioeconomic data with each of the cases in his book to help us understand the trends affecting forest communities.  Lots of other good case studies in this book too!

Michoacan, Mexico (Barton Bray 2002)   Mexico has a strong history of community owned forests.  Among other issues, this case highlights the entrepreneurial nature of many CBF efforts.  This chapter is obviously a  promotional piece produced by the Ford Foundation as part of a book written for release at the UN Earth Summit in Johannesburg in 2002.  They were seeking to promote an asset-based approach to addressing poverty & resource management issues.

Resin Tappers, Honduras.  (Stanley 1991)  Because we are in a tree-tapping state, I thought of choosing tapping cases for all of this weeks cases.  Tapping is a common sustainable use of standing forests. You’ve likely heard of rubber tappers in the Amazon, so I thought I’d give a case on resin tappers.  This case details the factors contributing to failure as well as success. This case was written for a journal published by the Interamerican Foundation for international development practitioners.

Damar Forests, Indonesia. (Poffenberger n.d.)  Another case of tappers.  I’ve included the table of contents to show how this case fits into a broader report on CBF in Southeast Asia.  This report was written with policy-nakers in mind, especially international negotiations such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests, a UN effort in the late 1990s.

Green Belt Movement, Africa.  (Maathai 2006).  I was trying to figure out where some piece of Wangari Maathai’s memoir fit into this class.  I want you to read about her work in her own words.  Not a community-level case study as the others are, this chapter tells how Maathai came to start her community forestry efforts.  It highlights the positive role that that elite,high capacity leaders can have.  Lots of bonding & bridging social capital in this one.  And compassion & remembered sense of place.  Enjoy!
