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I’ve given you 4 readings.  (I know I’ve listed 5 below, but I’ll probably cross one out by Thurs.) Of course, I encourage you all to read all four in depth.  If you are short on time – pick 2 to read carefully and 2 to skim.   
Please read be sure to read the summary by Danks as it is an accessible, comprehensive,  discussion of academic – largely sociological – notions of community which are important to community-based forestry.  
The Wilkinson article is written by a pre-eminent rural sociologist who has been a leading authority on understanding rural communities in the late 20th century.  From his observation that “the appeal of this concept rests also on a vaguely articulated but passionately held belief that community somehow is a good thing …” to the assertion that “community action occurs when unusual events threaten local residents,” this article is full of insights from someone who has spent a lifetime in the field 

studying communities.  

Etzioni, also a well-known academic and activist,  has made it a personal mission to promote communitarian ideals as a way to address America’s woes.  His chapter, while rooted in academic understandings of community, is a compelling argument for the general reader which promotes a populist notion of community that has been ascendant in recent years.  
Li’s piece discusses how the term “community”, because of its many positive connotations, can be used politically to achieve certain goals.  She discusses how this has occurred in Indonesia.

The Kaufman and Kaufman article is reprinted from 1946 when it was published as part of a University of Montana study.  It gives a sense of the “traditional” understanding of forest-dependent  communities and brings up some of the issues around how well current practices were meeting community needs.  It aroused some concerns by the US Forest Service.  Be sure to read the editor’s preface and letters included at the beginning.  
