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There are many different sources of funds available to farmers seeking to start or expand their 

business, explore new practices, or get compensation for losses. These can be categorized by type of 

funding, sources of funds, and purpose of or eligibility for the funding. 

 

Type of funding includes: 

• gifts: funds donated with few if any strings attached 

• grants: funds provided for specific projects to achieve specific goals 

• insurance: funds provided in response to financial loss, based on coverage that was purchased 

• loans: funds provided for specific projects to accomplish specific tasks; funds must be paid back 

Sources of funds include: 

• businesses 

• family, friends, supporters, platforms e.g. GoFundMe, Kickstarter, etc. 

• federal and state agencies 

• foundations 

 gifts grants insurance loans 

banks    √ 

businesses  √ √  

family, friends, supporters √   √ 

federal and state agencies  √ √ √ 

foundations √ √   

 

Purpose of or eligibility for funding may include: 

• capital expenses including buildings and/or land 

• equipment 

• marketing 

• operating expenses 

• planning, training 

• research, testing 

Requesting funds from any source will likely require a farmer to articulate: 

 

• description of the farm business 

• specific need(s) to be addressed, with background/context 

• why the need is important; the benefits of addressing it 

• what the funds will be used for and why that makes sense 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/
https://www.kickstarter.com/


USDA agencies offer a wide variety of agricultural grants, loans, and insurance. Here are some of 

the major funding agencies, and some of their programs. 

• Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 

o Competitive grant programs, including Farmers Market Promotion Program, Local Meat 

Capacity Grants, and Organic Market Development Grants 

 

• Farm Service Agency (FSA) 

o Conservation Programs 

o Disaster Assistance Programs 

o Loan Programs 

 

• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

o Easement Programs  

o Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQUIP) 

 

• National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) 

o Competitive grants. Farmers are eligible for some, such as Small Business Innovation 

Research (SBIR) and Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program (SARE) 

 

• Risk Management Agency (RMA) 

o Crop Insurance 

Some detailed descriptions of USDA programs 

• A Guide to USDA Resources for Historically Underserved Farmers and Ranchers. 2022. 

• A Guide to USDA Sustainable Farming Programs. National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition. 

2022 

• A Guide to Federal Programs for Sustainable Agriculture, Forestry, Entrepreneurship, 

Conservation, Food Systems, and Community Development. 2020 

• USDA Urban Agriculture Programs at a Glance. 2022 

• Your Guide to FSA Farm Loans (summary chart on pages 14-15). 2019 

• A Guide to Funding Resources. National Agricultural Library, USDA 

• Introduction to Crop Insurance for Organic and Transitioning Producers. Organic Farming 

Research Foundation. 2019 

Foundations offer a wide range of grant programs for agriculture, farming and rural enterprises. 

There does not appear to be a single database for these. Here are some searchable databases that 

may be helpful in locating funders. 

• Community Foundation Locator 

• Foundation Directory Quick Start   

 

 

 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fmpp
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/localmcap
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/localmcap
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/omdg
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/acep-agricultural-conservation-easement-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-06/EQIP-Factsheet%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/request-for-application-list-rfa
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/request-for-application-list-rfa
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/small-business-innovation-research-small-business-technology-transfer
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/small-business-innovation-research-small-business-technology-transfer
https://www.sare.org/grants/
https://www.rma.usda.gov/
https://www.rma.usda.gov/Topics/Insurance-Cycle
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/farmersgov-historically-underserved-factsheet-07-20-2022_0.pdf
https://sustainableagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Growing-Opportunity-Guide-2022-interactive.pdf
https://www.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/building_sust_farms.pdf
https://www.sare.org/wp-content/uploads/building_sust_farms.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-10/farmers.gov-urban-ag-programs-guide-10-2022.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/Farm-Loan-Programs/pdfs/your_guide_to_farm_loans.pdf
https://www.nal.usda.gov/economics-business-and-trade/guide-funding-resources
https://ofrf.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/IntroductiontoCropInsurance.pdf
https://cof.org/page/community-foundation-locator
https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/welcome/quick-start


Here are examples of non-profit organization (and mission-driven for profit) grant programs: 

• American Farmland Trust 

• Farm Aid 

• Farm Credit East 

• Farmer Veteran Coalition 

• Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners 

• National Young Farmer Coalition 

• NOFA-Vermont 

State Agriculture Agencies and Departments offer many grants, and loans, unique to their local 

issues and typically only farmers from their state are eligible for funding. This is only a partial list: 

• Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets 

• Connecticut Department of Agriculture 

• Delaware Department of Agriculture 

• Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

• Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry Development Corporation  

• Massachusetts Department of Agriculture 

• New Hampshire Agricultural Development 

• New Jersey Department of Agriculture  

• New York Department of Agriculture and Markets 

• Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 

• West Virginia Department of Agriculture 

Grant writing resources include: 

• Grants.Gov grant writing basics 

• Grants advice – Michael Fields Agricultural Institute 

• Grant writing tips for success - USDA 

• Tips for a successful federal grant proposal, University of Nebraska 

• Writing a successful grant proposal – Purdue University 
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https://farmland.org/grantmaking/
https://www.farmaid.org/our-work/grants/
https://www.farmcrediteast.com/about/community-support/grants-and-awards
https://farmvetco.org/
https://www.mofga.org/farmer-resources/financial-resources/
https://www.youngfarmers.org/youngfarmergrants/
https://www.nofavt.org/grants-funding-opportunities
https://agriculture.vermont.gov/grants
https://portal.ct.gov/DOAG/Services/Grants
https://agriculture.delaware.gov/grants-loans/
https://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/grants/
https://www.marbidco.org/_pages/programs_grants/grant_programs.htm
https://www.mass.gov/guides/agricultural-grants-and-financial-assistance-programs
https://www.agriculture.nh.gov/divisions/agricultural-development/grant-program.htm
https://www.nj.gov/agriculture/grants/
https://agriculture.ny.gov/funding-opportunities
https://prdagriculture.pwpca.pa.gov/Funding/Pages/default.aspx
https://grants.wv.gov/resources/constituent/Pages/agriculture.aspx
https://grantsgovprod.wordpress.com/category/learngrants/grant-writing-basics/
https://www.michaelfields.org/grants-advising-resources
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/sites/default/files/resource/general_tips.pdf
https://extension.unr.edu/publication.aspx?PubID=2427
https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/EC/EC-737.pdf

