UNITY IH&YLU!H ENVIRONMENT TURE FOOD

CULTIVATING HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Practical Produce Safety

Maximizing Quality, Profitability and Safety on
Vermont Produce Farms

Authors: Lynn Zanardi Blevins M.D., M.P.H, Ginger Nickerson Ph.D. and Hans Estrin M.S., Center for Sustainable Agriculture, Univer-
sity of Vermont Extension

Reviewers: Megan Baxter, Production Manager, Cedar Circle Farm, Thetford, Vt., Richard Bonanno, Ph.D., Pleasant Valley Gardens,
Methuen, Mass. and GAPs Extension Educator, UMass Extension, Luisa F. Castro, Farm Food Safety Coaching Program, College of
Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University of Hawaii at Manoa, James R. Hollyer, Farm Food Safety Coaching Program,
College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources, University of Hawaii at Manoa, Michele Schermann, R.N. M.S., Agricultural
Health and Safety Research Fellow, Bioproducts and Biosystems Engineering Deptartment, University of Minnesota. Proofreader:
Cheryl Herrick, Program Support, UVM Center for Sustainable Agriculture

Support for this project was provided to UVM Extension's Center for Sustainable Agriculture through the Specialty Crop
Block Grant Program from the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets, and the United States Department of
Agriculture Agricultural Marketing Service. These institutions are equal opportunity providers.

Disclaimer: The information presented in this publication is provided for educational purposes. While the authors made every
attempt to obtain the most recent and accurate information, fresh produce safety is a field that is quickly changing. Topics are in-
tended as a guide to address on-farm food safety for small, direct market farmers. It is not intended to be used as a component of
Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) certification training or audit documentation. The authors are not responsible for any content
modification by users. Growers remain fully responsible for their own management decisions, for the quality and safety of the food
they sell, and for compliance with all applicable laws and regulations. Any reference to commercial products, trade names, or
brand names is for information only, and no endorsement or approval is intended.



