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Defining Community DataDefining Community DataDefining Community DataDefining Community Data

• Broad Definition
– demographics, economics, transportation...

• At the municipal level (town / village)
– with comparison to other muni’s, county, state, nation

• Normally collected by state or fed. agencyo a y co ected by state o ed age cy
– if not, self‐collection is necessary
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Uses for Community DataUses for Community DataUses for Community DataUses for Community Data

• Planning
– land use budgeting services– land use, budgeting, services, 
facilities, etc.

• Writing Grants

• Community Development
– Including Economic Development

• Assisting Residents
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Finding Community DataFinding Community DataFinding Community DataFinding Community Data

• Sources throughout state and fed. gov’tg g
– Census Bureau, VT Labor, VT Taxes, etc.

• Emphasis on online dissemination
– fewer, if any, hard copy pubs

• but library or direct contact may get you somebut library or direct contact may get you some
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What’s NewWhat’s NewWhat s NewWhat s New

• Census 2010
– Head counts of population and housing units

• First data release in spring 2011

• American Community Survey
Covered in this presentation– Covered in this presentation

• Census‐Vermont LEHD Partnership
– Covered in this presentation
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What’s UpdatedWhat’s UpdatedWhat s UpdatedWhat s Updated

Community Data with Annual Updates
U l t d W d t• Unemployment and Wage data

– from VT Dept. of Labor

• Taxable Income Sales Receipts Property TaxationTaxable Income, Sales Receipts, Property Taxation
• from VT Dept. of Taxes

• Crime Statistics
• from VT Dept. of Public Safety

• Population Estimates, LEHD data, American Community 
Survey 5‐year estimates (coming this winter!)

• from Census Bureau
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Common Community Data SourcesCommon Community Data SourcesCommon Community Data SourcesCommon Community Data Sources

• Vermont Indicators Online
• http://crs.uvm.edu/indicators

• Vermont Housing DataVermont Housing Data
• http://www.housingdata.org

• Vermont Center for Geographic Information
//• http://www.vcgi.org

• American FactFinder (Census Bureau)
• http://factfinder.census.govp // g

• Local Employment Dynamics On the Map
• http://lehd.did.census.gov/led/datatools/onthemap4.html

A d !• And many more!
– See the handout from this presentation
– Consult CRS or your Regional Planning Commission.
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American Community SurveyAmerican Community SurveyAmerican Community SurveyAmerican Community Survey

• New Source of Census Bureau data
Economics education housing costs– Economics, education, housing costs, 
transportation, etc.

• Community level data debuts in late 2010• Community‐level data debuts in late 2010
• Multi‐year averages

– 2005‐2009

• Margins of errora g s o e o
• Annual data releases
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The Census We KnewThe Census We KnewThe Census We KnewThe Census We Knew

• Every Ten Years
“Short Form” for total enumeration– Short Form  for total enumeration

– “Long Form” sent to at least 1 in 6 households
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New in 2010New in 2010New in 2010New in 2010

• Census 2010
– Short Form only

• American Community Surveyy y
– Replaces Long Form
– Annual Data ReleasesAnnual Data Releases
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Accessing the ACSAccessing the ACSAccessing the ACSAccessing the ACS

• Data for Vermont, most counties and Burlington
– available via American FactFinder

• http://factfinder.census.gov
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ACS: The SampleACS: The SampleACS: The SampleACS: The Sample

• Census 2000 Long Form:
• At least 1 in 6 households in VT towns (17%)• At least 1 in 6 households in VT towns (17%)

– some as much as 1 in 2

i i• American Community Survey:
• At best, 1 in 10 households in most VT towns

The sample is “built up” as multi year estimates– The sample is  built up  as multi‐year estimates

– 7 802 completed household interviews in 2008 in VT7,802 completed household interviews in 2008 in VT
• 3% of households, at best
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ACS: MultiACS: Multi‐‐Year EstimatesYear EstimatesACS: MultiACS: Multi Year EstimatesYear Estimates

• Census 2000 and previous:
P i t i ti d t– Point in time data

• a snapshot of April 1

• ACS:
– Averages for any 12 months within the period

• Not independent of each other
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ACS: MultiACS: Multi‐‐Year EstimatesYear EstimatesACS: MultiACS: Multi Year EstimatesYear Estimates

Example of 5-year average graph
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ACS Test DataACS Test DataACS Test DataACS Test Data

• Thanks to Jerry Deichert of Nebraska State• Thanks to Jerry Deichert of Nebraska State 
Data Center for data

• Omaha city was an ACS test site: 1997‐2004y
– Can examine 1, 3, 5‐year data
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ACS: Residence RuleACS: Residence RuleACS: Residence RuleACS: Residence Rule

• What determines WHERE the Census counts 
d h h ldyou and your household

– Decennial Census: “most of the time”
• Considered to be a 6+ month residency rule

– ACS: >2 month residency rule

• So...
– Decennial Census counts primary residentsDecennial Census counts primary residents
– ACS likely will mix seasonal and primary
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ACS Website ‐ www.census.gov/acs/www
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Commute Shed Report -- Where Workers are Employed who Live in
the Selection Area



Total All Jobs

2008

Count Share

Total All Jobs 312 100.0%

Jobs in Places (Cities, CDPs, etc.) Where Workers are Employed

2008

Count Share

Brattleboro CDP, VT 73 23.4%

West Brattleboro CDP, VT 13 4.2%

White River Junction CDP, VT 4 1.3%

Rutland city, VT 4 1.3%

Montpelier city, VT 4 1.3%

Springfield CDP, VT 3 1.0%

South Burlington city, VT 3 1.0%

Wallingford CDP, VT 2 0.6%

St. Albans city, VT 2 0.6%

Saxtons River village, VT 2 0.6%

All Other Locations 202 64.7%

Jobs in States Where Workers are Employed

2008

Count Share

Vermont 311 99.7%

New York 1 0.3%

All Other Locations 0 0.0%

Jobs in County Subdivisions Where Workers are Employed

2008

Count Share

Brattleboro town (Windham, VT) 87 27.9%

Wilmington town (Windham, VT) 39 12.5%

Marlboro town (Windham, VT) 34 10.9%

Dover town (Windham, VT) 29 9.3%

Halifax town (Windham, VT) 17 5.4%

Rockingham town (Windham, VT) 11 3.5%

Hartford town (Windsor, VT) 8 2.6%

Putney town (Windham, VT) 7 2.2%

Williston town (Chittenden, VT) 6 1.9%

Vernon town (Windham, VT) 6 1.9%

All Other Locations 68 21.8%

Report Settings
Year(s): 2008

Job Type: All Jobs

Labor Market Segment: All Workers

Selection Tool: Point(s)

Add Layer Type: County Subdivisions

Feature Name(s): Marlboro

Map Precision: Blocks

Selected Block Count: 64

Query ID: 126825307317753

Report Generation Date: Version 4.0.2 generated on 03/10/2010 15:31



Labor Shed Report -- Where Workers Live who are Employed in the
Selection Area

Total All Jobs

2008

Count Share

Total All Jobs 272 100.0%

Jobs in Places (Cities, CDPs, etc.) Where Workers Live

2008

Count Share

Brattleboro CDP, VT 37 13.6%

West Brattleboro CDP, VT 15 5.5%

Keene city, NH 7 2.6%

Northampton city, MA 4 1.5%

Greenfield CDP, MA 4 1.5%

Jacksonville village, VT 3 1.1%

Winchester CDP, NH 2 0.7%

North Westminster village, VT 2 0.7%

Newton city, MA 2 0.7%

New York city, NY 2 0.7%

All Other Locations 194 71.3%

Jobs in States Where Workers Live

2008

Count Share

Vermont 204 75.0%

New Hampshire 28 10.3%

Massachusetts 26 9.6%

New York 8 2.9%

New Jersey 2 0.7%

All Other Locations 4 1.5%

Jobs in County Subdivisions Where Workers Live

2008

Count Share

Brattleboro town (Windham, VT) 53 19.5%

Marlboro town (Windham, VT) 34 12.5%

Halifax town (Windham, VT) 32 11.8%

Wilmington town (Windham, VT) 16 5.9%

Dummerston town (Windham, VT) 8 2.9%

Winchester town (Cheshire, NH) 7 2.6%

Whitingham town (Windham, VT) 7 2.6%

Keene city (Cheshire, NH) 7 2.6%

Guilford town (Windham, VT) 6 2.2%

Westminster town (Windham, VT) 4 1.5%

All Other Locations 98 36.0%



Vermonter Indicators OnlineVermonter Indicators OnlineVermonter Indicators OnlineVermonter Indicators Online

Upgrades in the works!Upgrades in the works!

• Integration of ACS data

• New, clearer profiles

• Easier navigationEasier navigation

• Renaming the site
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New VIO 
Profile in theProfile in the 
Works
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Vermonter Indicators OnlineVermonter Indicators OnlineVermonter Indicators OnlineVermonter Indicators Online

Timeline and User Involvement:
• User survey and focus groups in 2009

– Gained insight on use and areas for improvement
• Spring 2010:

Developing new beta profiles– Developing new beta profiles
• Summer 2010:

– User beta testingg
• Jan‐Feb 2011

– Debut of new site!
b l d? l h d• Want to be involved?  Put your email on the attendance 

sheet!
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Contact Us!Contact Us!Contact Us!Contact Us!

…resources and expertise to support
rural people and communities

Will “Chip” Sawyer
Program Manager & State Data Ctr. Manager
Center for Rural Studies at UVM
802‐656‐0892
wsawyer@uvm.edu

Presentation Download Available at uvm.edu/crs under “Reports andPresentation Download Available at uvm.edu/crs under  Reports and 
Presentations”

Thi t ti t i t i l b d k t d b th C ti St t R h Ed ti d E t iThis presentation contains materials based upon work supported by the Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension 
Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, under Award No. 2009‐34269‐19870. Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or 

recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

Special thanks to Senator Patrick Leahy
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Special thanks to Senator Patrick Leahy.


