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Fact Sheet 

Nationally, 40 - 50% of the current transportation workforce is expected to reach 
retirement age in the next decade.  The aging workforce is an even greater 
problem in Vermont, as it is the second oldest and second least populous state. 
Joining the Vermont transportation workforce helps Vermont maintain sustain-
ability and competitiveness while promising a lifelong career. 

Tropical Storm Irene devastated 
Vermont’s transportation infrastruc-
ture, resulting in damages with an 
estimated $250 million in repair 
costs. Never has it been so clear how 
important the jobs are that get our 
cars, trucks, buses, trains and ferries 
back on track as in the aftermath 
of Tropical Storm Irene. “Irene 
will be around for us for years.”  
Brian Searles, Secretary of Vermont 
Agency of Transportation (VTrans) 
remarked. Bridges of concern need 
to be inspected, roads need to be 
prepared for winter travel and the 
environmental impact of sediment 
that dragged from the Connecticut 
River into Long Island Sound has fu-
ture implications. Current estimates 
for repairs from the storm are at 
$250 million.

Building, Maintaining and Operating Vermont’s Transportation System 

Every entry-level position in transportation is a foot-in-the-
door to a high-needs, high-growth industry that provides 
education and career advancement opportunities. 

The Transportation 
Industry and 

Disaster Recovery: 
Tropical Storm 

Irene 



What is the transportation system in Vermont?
29,672 Lane Miles 
14,436 Miles of Road

639 Miles of Railroad
2,080 Bus Route Miles

12 Commercial Airports
7,312 million Vehicle Miles Travelled 

(2008)
2,707 Road Bridges 

Transportation’s Impact on 
Vermont’s Economy

 
University of Vermont 
Parking and Transpor-
tation Services 

$353,000.00

CCTA passenger fares $1.29 million 

Amtrak fares $2.4 million 

Medicaid transporta-
tion costs 

$10.64 million 

Transport to/from 
school (school buses) 

$53.45 million 

Municipal spending $117 million 

VTrans total budget $459 million 

Gas and diesel sales $1.1 billion

Car maintenance, 
operation and owner-
ship 

$2.15 billion 

Estimated Total
Transportation 
Expenditures in VT 

$3.89 billion 

  

Transportation accounts for 47% of Vermont’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions and 33% of Vermont’s 
total energy consumption. 

Transportation has a significant impact on Vermont’s environment and energy 
consumption.

Aviation 

Heritage Aviation, Burlington Airport, Transportation Security Adminis-
tration 

Ferry
Lake Champlain Ferries, Fort Ticonderoga Ferries

Pipeline

Vermont Gas Systems Inc., Green Mountain Pipeline Services 

Railway 

Vermont Rail System,  Vermont Railway Green Mountain Railroad, 
Clarendon and Pittsford Railroad Washington County Railroad

Transit

Chittenden County Transit Authority (CCTA), Greyhound, Megabus

Highway 

Vermont Transportation Agency (VTrans), Local Town Departments of 
Public Works (Highway Divisions) 

Some Vermont Transportation Employers by Industry 

This material is based upon work supported by the Federal Highway Administration 
under Grant No. DRFH61-08-G-00007.  Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or 
recommendations expressed in this publications are those of the Author(s) and do not 
necessarily reflect the view of the Federal Highway Administration. 
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