Move forward today
with a job in a sector that has everyday impact on
the lives of Americans and in the efficiency of our
economy. The transportation industry provides an
opportunity for you to help build sustainable communities and tackle issues such as climate change
and energy use. Today more than ever before, there
are great economic opportunities and challenges to
meet the mobility needs of Americans and American
industry.
In the 21st century, the transportation industry will
need workers with a complex set of skills, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Project/Program Management
Public/Stakeholder Relations
Capital Asset Maintenance
Leadership & Ethics
Design & Construction
Real Estate

There are many pathways that will help you join the
transportation workforce. Numerous job opportunities can be found in federal, state, and local government as well as the nonprofit and private sectors.
You have an opportunity to be part of a groundbreaking effort to improve mobility and access for
all Americas, advance a more robust encomy and
make a difference improving our environment. Get
Moving!

This material is based upon work supported by the Federal Highway Administration under Grant No. DRFH6108-G-00007. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of
the Author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the Federal Highway Administration.
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Introduction
Nearly every facet of our lives is dependent
on or controlled by transportation. Most of
us take for granted the mobility and safety
which the transportation system provides
us. Mostly unseen are the many organizations and people who design, construct and
maintain this national network of roads and
bridges. These organizations include the
Federal Highway Administration within the
US Department of Transportation, state Departments of Transportation, and 40,000
county and municipal transportation and
public works agencies.
These organizations are facing a number of
challenges related to attracting and retaining a skilled workforce for the future. In the
next ten years, 50% of the transportation
workforce will be eligible for retirement. As
the transportation system grows and new
technologies emerge, a number of professionals old and new will be needed in the
industry.
This factsheet is designed to act as a guide
for individuals interested in the transportation industry. It demonstrates how vast the
industry is, and how it can offer viable, life-

Why join the transportation
workforce?
A broad choice of career paths:

The transportation industry offers a wide
range of job opportunities, including: civil
engineering, plane and ship pilots, bridge
designers, transit system managers, railroad
engineers, environmental engineers, contract
managers, auditors, accountants, biologists,
foresters, archaeologists, and many more.

The Transporation System is Vast:
4,059,339
19,782
168,803
7,200

Miles of public roads
Airports
Miles of railroad operated
Public transportation systems

130 Port authorities

Transportation is Vital to Our Economy
“Transportation infrastructure is vital to the
success of the five major economic sectors
that account for 84% of the U.S. economy:
services, manufacturing, retail, agriculture
and natural resources, and transportation
providers.”
~US Department of Transportation

“As long as people and goods need to get from point ‘a’ to point ‘b’,
transportation professionals will always be in
demand.”
- Greg Winfree, U.S. DOT
Average Wage and Salary for Full-Time
Employee by Transportation Industry (2010)
$66,104 Air
$82,642 Rail
$78,527
$45,538
$112,643
$49,171

Water
Truck
Pipeline
Other transportation
and support activities
$44,254 Warehousing and storage
$49,859 All Transportation and
warehousing

Now is the time to join this
workforce and make a difference!

Transportation’s
GLOBAL IMPACT:
An opportunity to address
climate change
Transportation stands at the nexus
of two critical issues of our time:
climate change and energy use.
• The U.S. transportation sector
accounts for 27 percent of the
GHG emissions of the entire
US economy and 30 percent
of the world’s transportation
GHG emissions (2010).
• Transportation is also the
largest end-use source of carbon dioxide (CO2) - the most
prevalent greenhouse gas.
• Enviromental challenges lead
to green jobs of the future.

28% of the energy we use in the
U.S. goes to transporting people
and goods from one place to
another.

