


Whitefield Hop Yard
East Hardwick, Vermont



-OVERVIEW-

*WHO ARE WE?
* WHY GROW HOPS?

*PREPARING THE YARD AND 
PLANTING

*BUILDING THE TRELLIS
*RHIZOMES & PLANTS
*THE SHED FOR HOP 

EQUIPMENT
*THE PELLITIZER

* IRRIGATION
*WHAT WE HAVE BEEN 

SEEING
* WHAT BREWERS ARE 

TELLING US



Who We Are
Karen, my wife and I own and operate the Whitefield Hop Yard and processing equipment with the help of our six grown kids 
-Vincent, Lydia, Kyle, Taylor, Lillian and Jeremy.

Karen is a lab tech at Copley Hospital and I am a 6th grade teacher at Hardwick Elementary School.

We have 6 kids and a dog



WHY START  GROWING 
HOPS IN HARDWICK 

VERMONT?!?





NITROGEN FLUSH SEALER



























-You have to start 
somewhere-













































Hop Shed



































Vacuum Sealer and 
Packaging













Harvesting















Irrigation
1. bucket and hose

2.  pump and drip line (1740 gallons per hour/ 4 HOURS  EACH 
WEEK)

















SPRAYERS

BACKPACK/ 4 GALLONS 

OESCO -REARS / 100 GALLON











Oasts
1. UVM 

2. Sea Container















Problems and Plagues













WHAT WE’VE BEEN SEEING 
AND HEARING FROM GROWERS 

AND BREWERS

DRY AND NOT SO DRY HOPS

NO LEAVES AND LEAVES

VERMONT HOPS?

LATE HARVEST/ EARLY 
HARVEST

TERROIR









Beer 

We sold to 7 Vermont breweries

Our hops were sold-out by January











-FUN FACTS-

OUR FARM’S NAMESAKE MOVED HERE WITH HIS WIFE, SALLY IN 
1797.  WHITEFIELD LIVED ON THE FARM UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1856. 
THEIR SON, HARVEY WAS BORN HERE IN 1823 AND CONTINUED  
WORKING ITHE HOUSE  THE FARM UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 1898. 

2013: STARTED GROWING HOPS IN OUR GARDEN

IN 2015 WE STARTED BUILDING THE TRELLIS 

TRELLIS HAS 16 ROWS THAT ARE EACH 200’ LONG.

PLANTED RHIZOMES IN 2016

EXPANDED THE YARD IN 2017 WITH PLANTED AND ROWS. 

IN 2015: STARTED BUILDING THE TRELLIS

FINISHED NEW SECTION TRELLIS IN  2018



What we would do differently-

Have soil tested and condition it the year before 
planting.

Purchased new refrigerator condenser etc. and 
put in a much larger unit.

More coordination with local brewers the year 
before first harvest before 



1,120 HILLS AND 2,240 BINES IN 
THE HOP YARD

WE HARVESTED 400 POUNDS 
OF HOPS IN 2017 (PLH)

IN 2018 WE HARVESTED 800 
POUNDS AND SOLD OUT BY 
JANUARY. 

OUR HOPS WENT TO 7 
DIFFERENT VERMONT 
BREWERIES.






