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Description

This course is about representation in language. That is, the course
is about how we manage to use language meaningfully to talk about
things. Doing so comes as naturally and easily to most of us as
eating. You’ve been succeeding at it since before you can remember.
But that should not obscure the magnitude of the achievement. It
is not altogether clear how we do it. In this course, we will explore
four questions regarding the nature of linguistic representation:

1. The referential bond : In virtue of what does a particular
word or phrase refer to a particular thing?

2. Information value : In virtue of what does a particular word
or phrase carry the information that it does?

3. Speech acts : What is the nature of the acts we perform when
we use language?

4. Semantics and pragmatics : What is the relation between
what a word or phrase means and what we use it to do?

Requirements

Students are expected to attend all classes, to participate in class-
room discussions, and to complete all written assignments. Written
assignments will include a midterm and final exam, and two shorter
(3-5 pp.) papers. The midterm and final will have an open book for-
mat. Each of your papers will undergo a process of anonymous peer
review, similar to the process for work by practicing researchers.
You will submit a draft, receive assessments and commentary from
your peers, and revise in light of their insights. From time to time
I may assign quizzes or homework assignments. Course grades will
be determined by summing using the following weights:

attendance, quizzes, homework, and participation 10%
midterm 20%
first paper 20%
second paper 20%
final 30%

The midterm exam is scheduled for 11 October. The final exam is
scheduled for 13 December 2018 at 4:30 P.M. No makeup exams
will be given, unless you are participating in a religious observance,
actually in the hospital, or in jail at the time of the exam. You will
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fail if you miss an exam.

Office Hours

I am here to teach you. You are strongly encouraged to come by
my office hours, at 70 S. Williams St. #107, Thursdays from 9:30
to 11:30 A.M., for help or discussion.

University Policies

In keeping with University policy, any student with a documented
disability interested in utilizing accommodations should contact SAS,
the office of disability services on campus. SAS works with students
and faculty to explore reasonable and appropriate accommodations,
which are communicated to faculty in an accommodation letter.
All students are strongly encouraged to meet with their course in-
structor in each course to discuss the accommodations they plan to
use. Information to help you understand the process is available at
http://www.uvm.edu/access/?Page=accommodation_guidelines.html.
Certain accommodations will not be implemented until the student
meets with their course instructor to create a plan. These accommo-
dations are flagged on a student’s accommodation letter. Contact
SAS: A170 Living/Learning Center; 802-656-7753; access@uvm.edu;
or www.uvm.edu/access.

Religious Holidays: Students have the right to practice the religion
of their choice. If you need to miss class to observe a religious
holiday, please submit the dates of your absence to me in writing by
the end of the second full week of classes. You will be permitted to
make up work within a mutually agreed-upon time.

http://www.uvm.edu/access/?Page=accommodation_guidelines.html
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Readings

Bertrand Russell “On Denoting”
Saul Kripke excerpts from Naming and Necessity
Hilary Putnam “Meaning and Reference”
Gareth Evans “The Causal Theory of Names”
Louis deRosset “Reference Switch and Bad Dubbings”
Keith Donnellan “Reference and Definite Descriptions”
J.L. Austin “Performative Utterances”
H.P. Grice “Logic and Conversation”
Jennifer Saul “Speaker Meaning, What is Said, and What is Implicated”
Sally Haslanger “What Good are our Intuitions?”
Jennifer Saul “Politically Significant Terms and Philosophy of Language”
Elisabeth Camp “A Dual Act Analysis of Slurs”
Robin Jeshion “Slurs and Stereotypes”

Readings will be made available electronically on the course Black-
Board site; you may login at https://bb.uvm.edu.

https://bb.uvm.edu
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Tentative Schedule of Topics, Readings, and Exams

28 Aug Introductory Remarks
The Theory of Descriptions

30 Aug Russell, “On Denoting”
4 Sept Russell, cont.
6 Sept Russell, cont.
11 Sept Russell, cont.
13 Sept [INSTRUCTOR AWAY]

Reference and Names
18 Sept Kripke, N&N
20 Sept Kripke, cont.
25 Sept Kripke, cont.
27 Sept Kripke, cont.
2 Oct Putnam, “Meaning and Reference”
4 Oct Evans, “The Causal Theory of Names”
9 Oct deRosset, “Reference Switch”
11 Oct MIDTERM EXAM
16 Oct Donnellan, “Reference and Definition Descriptions”
18 Oct Donnellan, cont.

Pragmatics: Doing Things by Talking
23 Oct Austin, “Performative Utterances”
25 Oct Austin, cont.
30 Oct Austin, cont.
1 Nov Grice, “Logic and Conversation”
6 Nov Grice, cont.
8 Nov Grice, cont.
13 Nov Saul, “Speaker Meaning”

Applications
15 Nov Haslanger, “What Good?”
27 Nov Saul, “Politically Significant Terms”
29 Nov Camp, “A Dual Act Analysis of Slurs
4 Dec Jeshion, “Slurs and Stereotypes”
6 Dec Cleanup
TBA FINAL EXAM


