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Climate leaders, international ambassadors and 
teen activists from around the world gathered at 
the United Nations last week for an international 
panel highlighting the unique role of women and 
parents in developing innovative climate solutions.
 
Organized in partnership with DearTomorrow, an organization 
co-founded by UVM behavioral and environmental economist 
Trisha Shrum, the event aimed to relaunch an international 
“Our Kids’ Climate” coalition to mobilize parents, grandpar-
ents, and families around the world to take action in their own 
lives, in their communities, and to push for serious political 
action around climate change.
 
“Fighting for our children’s future is a core, primal instinct 
that crosses all political and social boundaries,” said Shrum, 
a professor in the Department of Community Development 
and Applied Economics and mother of two. “The work of 

FROM THE CHAIR, Dr. Jane Kolodinsky

Jill Kubit (left) and Trisha Shrum (right) speak with Catarina Rolfsdotter-Jansson 
(center) of Sweden. All three are founding members of Our Kids’ Climate, an 
international coalition of parent activists. (Photo: 
Mustafa Onder)

Contributors: Alie Sarhanis, Rachel Leslie, Trisha Shrum, Chris Damiani, Erika Quackenbush, Mariah Noth, Jane Kolodinsky, 
Travis Reynolds, Matt Dugan

We have been hearing so much in the news about young professionals’ struggles to find employment in 
Vermont. This edition of the CDAE newsletter showcases the value of a CDAE major: we highlight three 
CDAE graduates who have found employment in Vermont on pages 2-4.  These professionals attribute so 
much of what they offer in their jobs to their skills gained in their relevant, applied majors that also pro-
vided a strong liberal arts foundation and combined their in-class work with internships and other service 
learning opportunities to prepare them so effectively for the job market.  In fact, our internship program 
continues to grow!  With the hire of Alie Sarhanis as the Internship Coordinator in CDAE, the breadth and 
number of internships available to CDAE students (and other students on campus) have expanded (See p. 
6). Combining our curriculum and service learning offerings (see the feature on Dr. David’ Conner’s class 
on p. 8) with the real world experience an internship provides is a winning combination for students and 
the organizations with which they work.  Speaking of winning combinations, I am happy to report that Max 
Muller (and team) were awarded first place in an entrepreneurship competition, Launch VT, by combining 
design thinking and entrepreneurship (see p. 6)!
 
We also welcome and highlight our new faculty hires whose areas of expertise span all of our majors: 

Community and International Development, Entrepreneurship, and Public Communication.  Lecturer Matt Dugan notes, “Modern 
problems are complex, and modern companies and funders are looking for the people with the skills to solve them.”  That suc-
cinctly communicates the transdisciplinary approach CDAE provides and that all graduates will need in their careers.  And, as our 
world needs creative solutions, our curriculum continually evolves to better equip our alums to solve them.  Our largest major in 
Public Communication has even added three new concentrations to help students hone their skills in specific areas (See p. 7).  
I never cease to be amazed by the energy, thoughtfulness, and ability of the faculty, staff, and students in CDAE.
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Alumni in the Community & in Their Own Voice: 
Christopher Damiani

On work...

My job as the planning and zoning administrator for the Town of Waitsfield 
has a large focus on policy development and analysis through drafting the 
town plan and local zoning bylaws. It encompases community development 
through both project management of local projects but also acting as a fa-
cilitator of various community interests. While CDAE covers a broad array of 
subject areas, it prepares you whether you are in the non profit or government 
sector interacting with for profit companies or vice versa.

On CDAE-acquired skills...

One of the most used skills that I learned from CDAE is how to take in a variety of public opinion from a community 
or interest group and  be able to condense them into actionable goals,objectives, and tasks to help move the issue 
or idea forward. In addition, CDAE also taught the importance being conscious of your meeting environment from the 
agenda, meeting packets, location, etc. This really sets the stage for having an engaged public meeting.

On classes...

My three favorite CDAE courses were CDAE 102: Sustainable Community Development, PA 206: Intro to Contem-
porary Public Affairs, and CDAE 186: Sustainable Development in Small Island States. Each of these classes provide 
great insight and experience into the logistics of local government. CDAE 102 had a lot of emphasis on the meetings 
themselves as well as critical thinking skills.  PA 206 taught the importance of how you market your public policy 
objective both before it becomes law and after it passes. CDAE 186 was great because it was working with a relatively 
small international government roughly the size of Chittenden County but gave awareness into how to approach 
community development with an outside perspective.

On staying in Vermont...

I knew that after graduation that I wanted to stay in Vermont. It was important to me that I explore areas outside of 
Burlington and took a planning job in Woodstock, VT. This provided the ability to explore the Greater Upper Valley 
area and experience one of many different flavors and cultures that Vermont has to offer. 

On fun...

Now that I am working in the Mad River Valley, I am able to ski at Sugarbush and Mad River Glen more than ever be-
fore!  In the summertime I enjoy canoeing and hiking. Last summer I finally got around to hiking the whole Long Trail 
and highly recommend doing that  to explore one of Vermont’s best assets! Finally I am always searching for the best 
breakfast food and coffee roasters across the state!

On advice for CDAE students...

I highly recommend for any CDAE student that either through a CDAE class or on their own, that they travel across the 
state and visit different communities, talk with the movers and shakers in those towns and see what makes each town 
shine. By both connecting with those people and learning from their experience you are able to build your network as 
well as your toolbelt for what failed or succeeded that you can take into your school work or future employment.

Christopher Damiani, CID ‘15
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Alumni in the Community & in Their Own Voice: 
Erika Quackenbush

On work...

Being in marketing there’s no better skill than communication; communication is 
fundamental in creating relationships. In my role as Digital Content Manager at 
Ski the East, I am tasked with building enticing methods via various channels to 
convert people into paying customers. It all starts with communication, whether 
verbal or visual, crafting the right message is imperative.

On CDAE-acquired skills...

Every day, I tap into my skill set from my CDAE courses.  Most notably, for my 
work with Ski the East, I use my knowledge in data analysis for marketing re-
search and social media engagement, graphic design for our marketing and 
outreach, copywriting for our products, website, and other media pushes, and, of 
course, Photoshop.

On classes...

CDAE 014 - Visual Design Studio 
I use Photoshop every single day and it really padded my experience on my 
resume to be proficient in that program. I took a couple photography classes too, 
with more photoshop knowledge to be learned there.

CDAE 195: Cabot Marketing Challenge  
(now CDAE 178 Socially Responsible Marketing)
Talk about real-world experience! This kind of stuff, like working with community partners, is invaluable post-grad-
uation. When working with a real client, in my case Good News Garage, there’s a lot more pressure to do well. Not 
to mention the financial piece, knowing how to balance a budget is always a good thing. There’s nothing better than 
being thrown into something and learning through trial and error.

On staying in Vermont...

Once you know, you know: Vermont summers and skiing... doesn’t get much better than that! Plus a lot of my family 
and friends are in the area.

On fun...

When I’m not at work, you’ll find me outside fly fishing, skiing (I get to ski a lot for my job too!), boating, hiking, cook-
ing, etc. 

On advice for CDAE students...

Don’t settle; if you’re not happy, move on and don’t be afraid of failure. Oh, and get certified in Google Analytics (and 
AdWords while you’re at it)!

Erika Quackenbush, PCOM ‘12
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On work...
My position as Community Planner has me working with three intercon-
nected towns in Vermont’s Mad River Valley and has truly built upon 
many of the skills developed during my CDAE education. My work 
involves identifying pathways to achieve community goals and empow-
ering diverse stakeholder groups to realize them. 

I often convene community members from diverse backgrounds to en-
gage in local initiatives, such as enhancing local transportation systems, 
increasing affordable housing opportunities, and codifying the regional 
trails system with wayfinding signage. My experience in CDAE working 
directly with communities and dealing with genuine complex challeng-
es on the ground provided a vital foundation for my current work.

On CDAE-acquired skills...
Daily utilization of systems thinking and the community capitals frame-
work developing social capital among the various committees I staff and 
local volunteers are paramount. Highlighting the connections between community capitals is also a key strategy for 
explaining complex and at times ethereal challenges. Drawing these connections is a critical part of my approach to 
community dialogues as consensus and shared responsibility can emerge when seemingly unmanageable issues are 
broken down into parts relevant to the everyday lives of stakeholders. 
Community engagement, empathy, optimism, and effective communication—both written and through group presen-
tations—were key tenants of my CDAE education that have prepared me to be impactful in my work today.

Additionally, I engage in a significant amount of grant research and writing—skills that were introduced and honed 
during my international development courses where we learned about funding mechanisms for community initia-
tives and nonprofits, and was able to employ them. Developing specific, applied technical skills in concert with broad 
frameworks for objective analysis have been invaluable, as one cannot predict daily occurrences in any given com-
munity and must have the drive and capacity to adapt to unforeseen changes as well as prepare for a vibrant future. 

On classes...
One of my favorites was CDAE 271: Local Community Initiatives. During my sophomore year, CDAE 271 pushed me to 
employ the confidence and skills I was developing through foundational coursework, and engage in a project “on the 
ground” with the community of Bristol, VT. 

On staying in Vermont...
I returned to Vermont—after 9 months post-graduation exploring food systems and wine production in New Zea-
land—to expand and hone my community development skills given Vermont’s unique interconnectedness and col-
laborative nature, which facilitates broad and deep involvement in complex initiatives at any career stage. 

On fun...
I enjoy travel, getting outside however I can, and exploring whatever place I find myself in. Craft produce and bever-
ages are also elements of human culture I am deeply passionate about and fascinated by, professionally and person-
ally. Beyond cooking and gardening, I am also thrilled to work with a team of passionate biodynamic wine, cider, and 
vinous-cider makers here in Vermont as well as volunteer for various local food and beverage oriented organizations. 

On advice for CDAE students...
My experiences in CDAE and beyond taught me to “know what I don’t know.” That is, to seek knowledge outside 
myself to provide the most useful assistance to others as those closest to a challenge are most often closest to the 
solution. I would advise students to keep this in mind moving forward, and to trust that remaining insatiably curious, 
optimistic, and driven will result in positive world change. I would also remind students that the world is much smaller 
than it may seem, and even the most complex and far reaching challenges start with small steps, local action, and 
genuine collaboration. We can all engage in these activities from whatever position we find ourselves in.

Alumni in the Community & in Their Own Voice: 
Mariah Noth

Mariah Noth, CID ‘18
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Faculty Profiles: New Profs in CDAE

After running a successful production and evidence-based behavioral change agency, Shadow ABC, 
which produced over 10,000 animations, radio ads, TV ads, web movies, music beds, and sound tracks 
for local, regional, and national clients, Matt has joined the CDAE faculty focusing on problem-solving 
in the communication realm to build student portfolios. “Modern problems are complex, and modern 
companies and funders are looking for the people with the skills to solve them,” Dugan notes. “Fortu-
nately, there are exciting social science tools available to do this. Because these tools are underutilized 
in the modern communications workplace, this represents a significant opportunity for students. We 
do a lot of work with real-world issues and real-world clients in the pro-health, pro-social, and pro-
environmental realms. “

When Matt got to CDAE he found his new professional home to be “Tremendously exciting to learn 
that CDAE was full of smart, engaged people working on solving the same problems in the academic world that my company was working on in 
the private one,” 

Outside of the classroom Matt likes to run mountains (over time, he notes, he’s observed that they haven’t gotten any shorter) and he once biked 
across the country and found out that most Americans are actually pretty nice folks.

You can find Matt teaching CDAE 124 Public Communication Media; CDAE 112 Social Media: From Theory to Practice; CDAE 127 Consumers, Mar-
kets & Public Policy; CDAE 123 Media, Policy, Action; CDAE 128 The Consumer and Advertising; and CDAE 178 Socially Responsible Marketing.

A behavioral economist by training and an entrepreneur by experience and opportunity, Trisha 
Shrum joins the CDAE faculty to teach in CDAE’s Community Entrepreneurship program. “I studied 
ecology and environmental science as an undergraduate before falling in love with environmental 
economics and policy. As I pivoted into my training as an economist, I found that behavioral and 
experimental economics provided the best tools for me to approach human decision-making re-
lated to climate change and natural resource management.” During her post-doctoral training at the 
University of Colorado Earth Lab, Shrum expanded her training in data science and coding to tackle 
bigger challenges in leveraging big data and creating gaming experiments driven by natural-human 
systems models.

In true CDAE fashion, Shrum is a problem solver who wants to instill these same theories and skills 
in the undergraduate students in CDAE.  “I’m excited to teach students to think creatively about how to solve problems and to use the practical 
skills of entrepreneurship to bring their solutions into the world.”

Off campus, Shrum loves seeing the world anew from the eyes of her two daughters, Eleanor and Lucina.  She’s a lifelong dancer and a cellist, 
enjoys hiking, camping, boating, and catching a nap in a hammock.  She also founded a nonprofit called DearTomorrow that seeks to change the 
culture of climate change by focusing on legacy and love that is past through each generation. She continues to serve as a strategic advisor to 
help measure impact through research and assessment. 

You can find Trisha teaching book-end courses for our Community Entrepreneurship majors: CDAE 166 Introduction to Community Entrepreneur-
ship and CDAE 267 Strategic Planning for Community Entrepreneurs.

Travis Reynolds made his homecoming voyage across New England from his position at Colby 
College to join the faculty in CDAE.  A longtime collaborator with CDAE faculty and an alum of our 
Master of Science program, Reynolds is a Vermonter whose family owns a farm in the Northeast 
Kingdom.  “I was already very familiar with the CDAE program and the extraordinary faculty here. 
When this new position opened up I knew it was my dream job – working with passionate young 
people committed to using their time and energy to do something good in the world, working 
with faculty colleagues equally committed to making a difference, and working with farmers – in 
my home State, and including my own family farm – to help ensure that Vermont remains known 
as a place where thriving, vibrant, economically prosperous and socially just rural communities 
and agricultural economies are the norm rather than the exception.”

A Peace Corps volunteer in Senegal, Reynolds continues ties to Africa with his research. “My primary research interests continue to center on 
small- and medium-scale farm viability, both internationally (smallholder risk perceptions and agricultural development in Sub Saharan Africa, 
including work with the Evans School Policy Analysis and Research Group with support from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation) and domesti-
cally (small- and medium-scale maple syrup producers’ risk perceptions and adaptations to climate change in Vermont, with support from USDA 
Hatch funding). I am also actively collaborating with other faculty in CDAE and PSS to study various aspects of food and farming systems including 
disaster risk, agrobiodiversity conservation, culturally significant food crops, and farm and community resilience strategies in Vermont, Puerto Rico, 
and internationally.”

Back on the farm, Travis raises two wonderful kids, James and Lytle, and works with his wife, Riva (CDAE MS ‘07) and parents (both UVM ‘77) on the 
family maple syrup and beef farm in the Northeast Kingdom of Vermont.

You can find Travis teaching CDAE 255 Applied Consumption Economics, CDAE 295 Global Food Policy, CDAE 351 Applied Research Methods and 
CDAE 392 Graduate Research Seminars.

Matthew Dugan, Lecturer, PCOM, Marketing & Campaigns

Trisha Shrum, Asst. Prof, CENT & Behavioral Econ

Travis Reynolds, Assistant Professor, CID
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CDAE Internship Spotlight
by Alie Sarhanis

CDAE students interested in gaining applicable skills in their field, expanding 
their network, and exploring hands-on opportunities have the opportunity 
to earn up to 15 credits toward their degree by enrolling in CDAE’s Internship 
Course. This allows students to incorporate internships into their academic 
learning during their time at UVM. 

In the 2018-2019 academic year, 65 CDAE students participated in academic 
internships at over 50 different organizations including Burton Snowboards, 
Coldwell Banker Hickock and Boardman, Commando, Fuse Marketing, Magic 
Hat Brewing, Senator Leahy, Tata Harper Skincare, Vermont Adaptive Ski and 
Sport, and Vermont Works for Women.

Community & International Development major, Deanna Tuttle ’20, spent the 
fall semester interning 15 hours per week with the Peace & Justice Center 
(PCJ) in downtown Burlington.  Tuttle wrote in her reflection, “I have been in-

terested in working in the non-profit sector and this gave me a first-hand experience as to what it would be like. I had no idea prior 
to my internship what it would entail but my semester with PJC made me feel more confident about entering the non-profit sector 
after graduation.”

Nicho Ader ‘20, a self-design major in Narrative Communications & Media, is 
currently interning with UVM’s Videographer to learn how to tell captivating 
stories through video by strengthening his organization and pre-production 
skills, cinematography and audio techniques, and editing skills. “This intern-
ship is practical,” Ader wrote in one of his weekly reflections. “I actually get 
to go out and do what I want to do as a career, but I get to make mistakes 
and learn. It’s been wonderful, and I am learning a ton. […] I get to mess up 
and tinker and try new things here, so when it comes time in the real world, I 
know my process.”

Community members interested in serving as an Internship Partner or 
students seeking to earn academic credit for their internship should contact 
CDAE Internship Coordinator, Alie Sarhanis, alie.sarhanis@uvm.edu. To learn 
more about our internships visit http://go.uvm.edu/cdae-intern. 

New!  CDAE  
T Shirts

Designed by 
Riley Karl, PCOM ‘21

(pictured, right, with Chair Jane Kolodinsky at CDAE Honors 
Day)

Stop by Morrill 205 to pick one up!

Design + Entrepreneurship = Winners

Max Muller (right, CENT major), Grayson Glosser, Sevda 
Beridze, Ross Elkort win the Launch VT Collegiate Com-

petition

Recovery Robe is a novel redesign of the age-old hospital gown 
that has plagued patients and medical professionals for genera-
tions. The Recovery Robe is easier to put on, and unlike tradi-
tional gowns, it preserves patients’ dignity, provides accessibility 
for hospital staff, and reduces risk of infection and injury.

Nicho Ader, PCOM ‘20, in the field with UVM’s Videographer Ian 
Thomas Jansen-Lonnquist covering a Wilderness First Responder 
course field trip

Hannah Albert, PCOM ‘19 interned at Commando, an apparel com-
pany in South Burlington
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By Rachel Leslie 

Public communication careers can take 
many forms. Graduates of UVM’s public 
communication program have landed 
jobs in government, corporate commu-
nications, brand management, advertis-
ing, music, nonprofits and everything in 
between.

New this spring, students majoring in the dis-
cipline can hone their skills by choosing one of 
three new concentrations being offered by the 

Department of Community Development and Applied Economics (CDAE): Strategic Communication, Communication 
Design, or Community Media and Journalism. 

“The concentrations help students find their way within the general field of communication and help them be more 
focused in their future job search,” said Jane Kolodinsky, CDAE professor and chair of the department.

Public communication is one of the fastest growing majors in UVM’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. Over 
the past ten years, growing demand has led to increased course offerings in strategic communication, community 
media, community journalism and communication design. The courses have been designed in response to faculty 
members’ areas of expertise, students’ career goals and the continually evolving landscape of communications as a 
professional field.

While faculty members have long been advising students how to strategically pick electives to cluster around 
sub-disciplines, the new concentrations make it easier for students to make informed choices about their academic 
journey and set career goals more clearly.

“We have always been passionate about teaching students how to be responsible, relevant and creative communi-
cators,” said CDAE associate professor Sarah Heiss, who was involved in developing the concentrations. “Now, we can 
accelerate that growth by focusing students’ experiences and helping them gain depth in a particular area of public 
communication. This strengthens their ability to secure internships and launch into rewarding careers.”

The concentrations offer students the ability to enhance their resumes with more targeted skills employers are seek-
ing for specific communications jobs. 

“I’m excited the PCOM major is making it so easy for me to gain the real-world skills and experiences I need to be a 
public relations specialist,” said junior Rosey Lambert who recently declared a concentration in strategic communica-
tion. 

Beginning this fall, all new public communication majors will be required to select a concentration, which will help 
guide their academic experience at UVM.

Current public communication students interested in adding a formal concentration should talk with their advisor to 
determine whether a concentration is right for them. Non-majors considering a public communication major with a 
concentration area are encouraged to set up a meeting with one of CDAE’s academic advisors.

Public Communication Concentrations Launched

New concentrations enable UVM public communication majors to focus coursework in areas of 
strategic communication, communication design, or community media and journalism. 
(Photo: Bear Cieri)

New concentration areas enable students to hone skills for 21st  
century careers in media, journalism, communication and design.
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Continued on page 13

Learning research methods doesn’t have to be boring, says David Con-
ner, associate professor in UVM’s Department of Community Develop-
ment and Applied Economics.  

Conner teaches CDAE 250: Applied Research Methods, a required 
course for all students majoring in community and international devel-
opment at UVM. Rather than using a lecture-based format, Conner de-
signed the course around a service-learning project, engaging students 
to apply the class concepts by conducting research for a community 
partner.

“We learn best when we learn by doing, and our community partners 
have important research needs,” said Conner. “I’ve found that the best way for students to become better producers 
and consumers of research is to actually go through the process of doing a research project from start to finish.”

Last fall, the class teamed up with the UVM Office of Sustainability to conduct a campus-wide survey evaluating stu-
dents’ attitudes, awareness and behaviors around sustainability at UVM. The study both yielded insightful data, and 
served as an instrumental teaching tool to help students understand the research process.

“We really did every aspect of the research – starting with understanding the problem, then designing the survey, 
administering the survey and synthesizing the findings,” said Nathan Lantieri, a senior community and international 
development major.

At the end of the course, Lantieri and classmates Betsy McGavisk, Amanda Falkner and Bridgette McShea spent the 
next several months working with Conner on a manuscript about the results. Their paper published October 24 in the 
journal Sustainability. 

Applying the methods
UVM has been recognized for its leadership in sustainability. Most recently, it was named the #3 Top Green School by 
the Princeton Review and has been ranked in the top 12 percent of all rated institutions for its sustainability efforts as 
measured by STARS, the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and Rating System for higher education.

As part of UVM’s commitment, all students are required to take courses in diversity and sustainability. Twenty under-
graduate Eco-Reps teach their peers about sustainable behaviors. The campus is powered by 100% certified renew-
able electricity, and 25% of food purchases are certified as local, organic, fair trade, or humanely raised. These and 
many other sustainability-related commitments have earned UVM a STARS Gold rating since 2014. 

Working with Conner’s class enabled the Office of Sustainability to connect with UVM’s teaching mission to capture 
important information about how the University’s sustainability efforts are perceived on campus, said UVM Sustain-
ability Director Gioia Thompson.  

“We wanted to understand both what people knew, and how they felt. The students were instrumental in helping us 
define the issues, determining the right questions to ask and getting a strong survey response rate,” said Thompson. 

Before designing the survey, the students conducted a comprehensive literature review, as well as focus groups and 
observations of individual behaviors. The feedback informed the survey design, which included several questions 
measuring students’ sentiments and behaviors along a sliding scale, as well an open-ended question about sustain-
ability at UVM.

For the next several weeks, the class fanned out across campus administering the survey at dining halls, libraries and 
student centers, and sent the survey link to friends and classmates. By the end of data collection, they had surveyed 
more than 700 undergraduate and graduate students.

“Dr. Conner places a big emphasis on both the qualitative and quantitative aspects of the research,” said senior Betsy 
McGavisk, a community and international development major and co-author of the study published in Sustainability. 
“We learned best practices around conducting quality research and the hard skills like using statistical software pro-
grams and how to publish and disseminate the results.”

Student perceptions on campus sustainability
The survey showed UVM students have a strong understanding of sustainability as a concept and feel it is important 
to them and the University at large. On performance, students thought UVM was doing well in addressing environ-
mental issues, but was not giving adequate attention to social and economic dimensions of sustainability.

“When people think about sustainability, they tend to think first about environmental issues,” said McGavisk. “Since 
our survey last fall, we have seen positive change around social justice issues, and students have 

Learning by Doing
A service-learning approach to teaching research methods offers 
important lessons in campus sustainability.

As students in David Conner’s Applied Research Methods course, seniors Nathan Lantieri 
and Betsy McGavisk saw what it takes to design, conduct and publish a scientific study 
from start to finish. (Photo: Sally McCay)

By Rachel Leslie



9

CDAE Asst. Prof Leads Panel on Climate Change at the UN   (cont’d.)
DearTomorrow and Our Kids’ Climate aims to leverage the universal power of parental love across the globe to push 
back climate change.”
 
Shrum began conducting transdisciplinary research on behavioral science and climate communication while receiv-
ing her Ph.D. at Harvard University. Her research, as well as the birth of her first child, motivated her to start DearTo-
morrow with Harvard colleague Jill Kubit. Their goal is to open up conversations across generations about why 
climate change is important in order to create the cultural shift necessary to transition to a world fueled by renewable 
energy.
 
DearTomorrow functions as a digital archive that gives people the opportunity to write messages to their children and 
grandchildren about climate change that can be accessed when their children are grown. The messages are shared 
through social media, traditional media, and community art.
 
Speaking at the UN panel last week, Kubit said, “We created a platform where anyone can write and share a story 
about how they think about climate change and what they want to do. We ask you to think about someone in your life 
in the year 2050 and think about the conversation you want to have with them.”
 
Using these storytelling techniques, DearTomorrow is making climate change personal, a core focus of the interna-
tional forum and emphasized by former EPA head Gina McCarthy during her keynote address.
 
“If you remember the first time your child was handed to you, my revelation was, ‘how can I be so in love with some-
one I just met’ right? You fell in love. But the other thing is that it terrified me. Because no longer was the world just 
mine or was my happiness just mine alone, it was my responsibility to keep them happy and to keep them healthy 
because if they weren’t, my world fell apart. That’s what climate change has to be about,” said McCarthy.
 
Back at UVM, Shrum draws on her experience as a social entrepreneur in her ongoing research and teaching in com-
munity entrepreneurship. Catch her at Burlington’s FlynnSpace on May 22 where she’ll be giving a Pecha Kucha style 
talk on her research and public outreach work with DearTomorrow. 

Left to Right: Cathleen de Kerchove, Women’s International Forum (WIF) Board member, Belgium / Les Enfants the Panzi co-founder, Represen-
tative Donna Bullock (PA State Rep), Latica Tomašić-Kickert, Women’s International Forum (WIF) President, Austria, H.E. Juliane Bogner Strauss 
- Minister of Women, Families and Youth of the Republic of Austria, Vanessa Huac, Telemundo/NBC Adriana Arriola, Paraguay, Women’s Interna-
tional Forum (WIF), Paraguay, Jill Kubit, DearTomorrow co-founder and director, Andrea Mlynárová, Women’s International Forum (WIF), Slovakia, 
Trisha Shrum, University of Vermont and DearTomorrow co-founder.
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Honors Day 2019 

Scholastic Recognition
Recognition of the top ten percent of all seniors with a major in Community Development &  

Applied Economics based on cumulative grade point average.
Recipients:

Faculty Award
These awards are presented to the graduating senior(s) as nominated by and chosen by the CDAE faculty.

Community Entrepreneurship
Recipients: Max Muller & Yi Li

Community & International Development
Recipient: Betsy McGavisk

Public Communication
Recipient:  Mallory Curtis

Engaged Scholar Award
This award is presented to an outstanding student who has translated their high level of academic achievement into meaningful 

contributions to “real world” community development.
Recipients: Annie McAneny & Brandon Tracy

Thomas F. Patterson, Jr. Faculty Award
This award recognizes an enduring track record in Teaching Assistant and mentoring by a CDAE faculty member.

Presentation of Thomas F. Patterson, Jr. award to student

Recipient: Brie Quinlan

Presentation of Thomas F. Patterson, Jr. award to Faculty 

Recipient:  Sarah Heiss

 

CDAE T-shirt Design
 

 Recipient: Riley Karl

Kirsti Blow   
Anna McAneny 
Chandler Brandes 
Betsy McGavisk
Meghan Brown   
Katherine McGrath

Alexandra Esposito  
Katherine Robinson
Laurel Howe  
Haley Stern
Nathan Lantieri   
Audrey Tuck

Family, friends, students, and faculty gathered in Morrill Hall on April 19th to celebrate the successes and honorees of CDAE Honors Day
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Honors Day 2019 

Distinguished Undergraduate Research Award Recipients 

Jane Kolodinsky and Kelly Hamshaw with recipients: Meghan Vogel, Anna McAneny, Nathan Lantieri, Macallan Rogers (L to R)

Internship Award
This award recognizes their ability to incorporate classroom learning skills 

and professionalism into an internship

Recipients:    
Hannah Albert (left) 

Emily von Weise (right)
 

The Community Development and Applied Economics Department (CDAE) is part of the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences at the University of Vermont. CDAE supports sustainable local, regional, and international 
communities through transdisciplinary research, education, and outreach that serve the public interest.                      

Community Development and Applied Economics 2019 Graduate Student Enrollment

MS in CDAE and MPA: 50

Community Development and Applied Economics 2019 Undergraduate Student Enrollment
Majors: 460

Public Communication: 219
Community Entrepreneurship: 122

Community International Development: 119
Minors: 500

CDAE By the Numbers

Research Funding - Fiscal Year 2018:
$790,110

Support  CDAE
The Community Development and Applied Economics Department engages our high-achieving students with Vermont commu-
nities and beyond. Your donation will help the Department continue to build partnerships and stronger communities for all of us.  
Annual gifts from alumni and friends at all levels do make a difference. Please consider supporting the Department with a dona-
tion of any size.Gifts may be made online at the Development Office’s secure website:  

alumni.uvm.edu/giving
**Please specify CDAE in the “Other” category.**
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• Anderson, C.L., Reynolds, T.W. [In Press, 2019] “Measurement 
choices with consequences:  How we measure yield, crop 
diversity and smallholders can mischaracterize contributions 
of agrobiodiversity to smallholder livelihoods.” In: Bailey, A. (Ed.) 
Agrobiodiversity, Risk and Resilience: First Agrobiodiversity 
Index Report. Bioversity International. 

• Becot, F., Sitaker, M., Kolodinsky, J., Morgan, E., Wang, W., 
Garner, J., Ammerman, A., Jilcott Pitts, S., and Seguin, R. (2018). 
Can a Shift in the Purchase of Local Foods by Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Recipients Impact the 
Local Economy? Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems 
Journal. 1-12. doi:10.1017/S1742170518000327 

• Brekken, C., Peterson, H., King, R. and Conner, D. (2018). Writing 
a Recipe for Teaching Sustainable Food Systems: Lessons from 
Three University Courses. Sustainability 10 (6). 

• Chiles, R.M., Fabian, E.E., Tobin, D., Colby, S.J., & DePue, S.M 
2018. Greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture: Reconciling 
the epistemological, ethical, political, and practical challenges. 
Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics, 31(3), 341-348. 

• Coleman, S., Hurley, S., Rizzo, D., Koliba, C. and Zia, A. (2018) 
From the household to watershed: A cross-scale analysis of 
residential intention to adopt green stormwater infrastructure. 
Landscape and Urban Planning, 180, pp.195-206. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.landurbplan.2018.09.005 

• Conner, D. and Demchak, K. (in press). Farmer Perceptions 
of Tunnels for Berry Production: Management and Marketing 
Implications. HortTechnology 

• Conner, D., Simmen, M. and Irwin, E. (in press). Exploring 
Demand for Eco-labeled Dairy Product Attributes in Vermont. 
British Food Journal 

• Cullen, A, Anderson, CL, Biscaye, P, Reynolds, TW. (2018). 
Variability in cross domain risk perception among smallholder 
farmers in Mali by gender and other demographic and 
attitudinal characteristics. Risk Analysis. 38(7):1361–1377. 

• Deniz, M., A. Schmitt-Filho, M. Hotzel, J. Farley K Sousa (2018) 
A influência dos núcleos arbóreos na distribuição dos bovinos 
na pastagem. Cadernos de Agroecologia 13 (1) http://cadernos.
aba-agroecologia.org.br/index.php/cadernos/article/
view/1858/117 

• Deniz, M., A. Schmitt-Filho, J. Farley, S. de Quadros, M. Hötzel 
(2018). High biodiversity silvopastoral system as an alternative 
to improve the thermal environment in the dairy farms. 
International Journal of Biometeorology. 63 (1) pp. 83-92 

• Fabien-Ouellet, N. and Conner, D. (2018). The Identity Crisis of 
Hard Cider. Journal of Food Research 7 (2). 

• Farley J. and H. Washington (2018) Circular Firing Squads: A 
Response to ‘The Neoclassical Trojan Horse of Steady-State 
Economics’ by Pirgmaier.  Ecological Economics 147 pp. 442-449 

• Farley, J., Samalavičius, A., (2018). Against Growth: a 
conversation with Joshua Farley, in: Samalavičius, A. (Ed.), 
Neoliberalism, Economism and Higher Education. Cambridge 
Scholars Publishing, Cambridge. 

• Gerlicz, A., Mendez, E., Connor, D. Baker, D., & Christel, D.  
(2018) Use and Perceptions of Alternative Economic Activities 
Among Smallholder Coffee Farmers in Huehuetenango in 
El Quiché Departments in Guatemala.  Agroecology and 
Sustainable Food Systems 43(3):  318-328 

• Glenna, L., & Tobin, D. (2018). Science, technology, and 
agriculture. In M. Hatanaki & J. Konefal (Eds.), Twenty lessons in 
the sociology of food and agriculture. Oxford University Press. 

• Hamshaw, K., Inwood, S., Kolodinsky, J., and Needle, M. 
(2017). Generating knowledge to inform regional planning 
for sustainability: The roles of community engagement and 
indicators in the ECOS Project. In S. Kenney, B. McGrath, R. 
Phillips (Eds.), The Handbook of Community Development: 
Perspectives from Around the Globe. London: Routledge. Pp 
159-173. 

• Hamshaw, K. (Forthcoming). NEK Prosper! Creating a 
community prosperity fund in Caledonia-Southern Essex region 
of Vermont. In E. Heberlein (Ed.), Bridging for Health: Improving 
Community Health through Innovations in Financing. 

• Harrington, Hannah (2018).  A Study Of Food Hub 
Buyers In Vermont: Motivation, Marketing, And Strategy. Thesis. 
University of Vermont CDAE (David Conner, adviser) 

• Hanson, Karla, Jennifer Garner, Leah M. Connor, Stephanie 
B. Jilcott Pitts, Jared McGuirt, Raiven Harris, Jane Kolodinsky, 
Weiwei Wang, Marilyn Sitaker, Alice Ammerman and Rebecca 
A. Seguin (in press, 2018), Fruit and Vegetable Preferences and 
Practices may Hinder Participation in Community Supported 

Agriculture among Low-income Rural Families. Journal of 
Nutrition Education and Behavior. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
jneb.2018.08.006 

• Haynes-Maslow, Lindsey; Andress, Lauri; Pitts, Stephanie 
Jilcott; Osborne, Isabel; Baquero, Barbara; Bailey-Davis, Lisa;  
Byker-Shanks, Carmen; Houghtailing, Bailey, Kolodinsky, 
Jane; Lo, Brian; Morgan, Emily; Piltch, Emily; Prewitt, Elaine; 
Senguin, Rebecca; Ammerman, Alice. (2018). Arguments used 
in public comments to support or oppose the USDA’s minimum 
stocking requirements in 2016: A content analysis. Journal of the 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, 118(9): 1664-1672. .  https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.jand.2017.12.005 

• Haynes-Maslow, Lindsey, Isabel Osborne, Stephanie Jilcott 
Pitts, Marilyn Sitaker, Carmen Byker Shanks, Lucia Leone, 
Adriana Maldonado, Jared McGuirt, Lauri Andress, Lisa 
Bailey-Davis, Barbara Baquero, Jane Kolodinsky, Brian Lo, 
Emily Morgan, Rebecca Seguin, Alice Ammerman ( 2018).  
Rural Corner Store Owners’ Perceptions of Stocking Healthier 
Foods in Response to Proposed Changes to the United States’ 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Retailer Rule. Food 
Policy, 81(58-86) https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/
article/pii/S0306919217308333 

• Heiss, S. N., Smith, K. K. 1, & Carmack, H. J. (2018). Professional 
turf wars and occupational identity: The battle for expertise and 
legitimacy in the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics. Qualitative 
Research in Medicine & Healthcare. 2(3). DOI: https://doi.
org/10.4081/qrmh.2018.7376 

• Inwood, S., A. Knudson, F.A. Becot, B. Braun, S.J. Goetz, J.M. 
Kolodinsky, S. Loveridge, K. Morris, J. Parker, B. Parsons, R. 
Welborn, and D.E. Albrech (2018) “Health Insurance and National 
Farm Policy.” Choices. Quarter 1. Available online: http://www.
choicesmagazine.org/choices-magazine/submitted-articles/
health-insurance-and-national-farm-policy 

• Ivanova, Antonina; Asim Zia; Mairon Bastos Lima; Paiman 
Ramzan (Forthcoming) Climate mitigation policies and actions: 
access and allocation issues. International Environmental 
Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics 

• Irwin, Emily (2018).  Labor on Vermont Dairy Farms: A 
Producer Perspective. Thesis, University of Vermont (Daniel 
Baker, adviser) 

• Jones, K., & Tobin, D.  2018. Reciprocity, redistribution and 
relational values: organizing and motivating sustainable 
agriculture. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 35: 
69-74. 

• Joseph, L. A. Schmitt-Filho, D. Zambiazi, A. Fantini, J. Farley 
(2018) Disposição dos agricultores agroecológicos e não 
agroecológicos em recuperar os remanescentes florestais das 
suas propriedades. Cadernos de Agroecologia 13 (1) http://
cadernos.aba-agroecologia.org.br/index.php/cadernos/
article/view/1920 

• Koliba, C. 2018.  Networks of Governance. Global Encyclopedia 
of Public Administration, Public Policy, and Governance.  New 
York: Springer Press. 

• Koliba, C., Meek, J., Zia, A. and Mills, R. 2018. Governance 
Networks Analysis in Public Administration and Public Policy 
(Second Edition). Oxfordshire, UK: Routledge Press. 

• Koliba, C., Zia, A. and Merrill, S. 2019.  Using Agent-Based 
Models to Study Network and Collaborative Governance. In 
Voets, J. Keast, R. and Koliba, C. (editors). Researching Networks 
and Collaboration in the Public Sector: A Guide to approaches, 
methodologies, and analytics. New York: Routledge. 

• Kolodinsky, Jane (2018). Mandatory labels with simple 
disclosures reduced fears of GE foods in Vermont. The 
Conversation, June 28.  Available: https://theconversation.com/
mandatory-labels-with-simple-disclosures-reduced-fears-of-
ge-foods-in-vermont-98915 

• Kolodinsky, J. (2018).  Book Review: Countryside Connections: 
Older People, Community, and Place in Rural Britain, by 
Catherine Hagan Hennessy, Robin Means and Vanessa Burholt 
(Eds.) Bristol, Policy Press £75.00 (Hardback) ISBN: 978-
1447310303  Volume 58(January): 234–235 

• Kolodinsky, Jane, and Katherine Horner (in production, 2018). 
Childhood Obesity, Food Choice and Market Influence.  In 
Bagchi, Debasis, editor. Global Perspectives on Childhood 
Obesity.  Elsevier. 

• Kolodinsky, Jane (2018). Ethical Tensions from a “Science 
Alone” Approach in Communicating GE Science to Consumers. 
James, Harvey, editor, Ethical Tensions from New Technology: 
The Case of Agricultural Biotechnology, CABI:  Wallingford, U.K. 

• Kolodinsky, Jane, Sean Morris and Orest Pazuniak (2018). 
How did Consumers use Mandatory Genetic Engineering (GE) 

Labels?  Evidence from Vermont. Agriculture and Human 
Values. Agriculture and Human Values, 36(1), 117-125 

• Kolodinsky, Jane and Jayson Lusk (2018). Mandatory Labels 
can Improve Attitudes toward Genetically Engineered Food. 
Science Advances.  http://advances.sciencemag.org/
content/4/6/eaaq1413 

• Kostell, S. Photographic images with explanatory text. “The 
Universal Solvent,” S. Barcham Green. Hand Papermaking, 
Volume 33, Number 1, Summer 2018, page 6. 

• Lewandowski, Samantha (2018). Consumer Engagement With 
Efficient And Renewable Energy Technology: Case Studies 
On Smart Meter Utilization And Support For A Community 
Anaerobic Biodigester System In Vermont. Thesis. University of 
Vermont (Qingbin Wang, adviser) 

• Macedo, E., A. Schmitt-Filho, J. Farley, A. Fantini, A. Cazella 
(2018) Land use and land cover mapping in detailed scale: a 
case study in Santa Rosa de Lima-SC. Boletim de Ciências 
Geodésicas 24 (2), 217-234 

• McGuirt, J., Jilcott Pitts, S., Hanson, K., DeMarco, M., Sequin, 
R., Kolodinsky, J., Becot, F., Ammerman, A., (in press, 2018). A 
choice experiment to examine factors influencing willingness 
to participate in a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 
program among low income parents. Renewable Agriculture 
and Food Systems. 

• Mellaku, M, Reynolds, TW, Woldeamanuel, T. (2018). 
Linear programming-based cropland allocation to enhance 
performance of smallholder crop production: A pilot study in 
Abaro Kebele, Ethiopia. Resources, 7(4), 76-88. 

• Morgan, Emily, Michelle M. Severs, Karla L. Hanson, Jared 
McGuirt, Florence Becot , Weiwei Wang, Jane Kolodinsky, 
Marilyn Sitaker, Stephanie B. Jilcott Pitts, Alice Ammerman 
and Rebecca A. Seguin (2018). Gaining and Maintaining a 
Competitive Edge: Evidence from CSA Members and Farmers 
on Local Food Marketing Strategies. Sustainability, 10(7), 2177; 
https://doi.org/10.3390/su10072177 

• Panikkar, Bindu, Zia, A., et al. (Accepted) Transboundary 
water governance in the Kabul river basin: Implementing 
environmental and public diplomacy between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. Complexity, Governance and Networks 

• Pazuniak, Orest (2018). Do Labels Make A Difference: 
Estimating The Impacts Of Vermont’s Gmo Labeling Law On 
Perceptions And Prices. Thesis. University of Vermont (Jane 
Kolodinsky adviser). 

• Petrella, Monica (2018). Teamwork makes the dream work”: 
Investigating the Impact of Social Capital in the Tampa Bay, FL 
Community Food System. Thesis University of Vermont. CDAE 
(David Conner, Adviser) 

• Pivarnik, L., Richard, N, Wright-Hirsch, D., Becot, F., Conner, D 
and Parker, J.  (2018). Small and Medium Scale New England 
Produce Growers’ Knowledge, Attitudes and Implementation of 
On-farm Food Safety.  Food Protection Trends 38 (3) 156-170. 

• Pope, Elizabeth, E. Roche, C. B. Morgan, and J. Kolodinsky 
(2018).  Examining the effect of sampling a vegetable-focused 
entrée on school lunch participation, a pilot study, Preventive 
Medicine Reports. Volume 12, December 2018, Pages 152-
157. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/
S2211335518302079?via%3Dihub 

• Reynolds T.W., Klawitter M., Biscaye P.E., Anderson C.L. (2018). 
Mobile money and branchless banking regulations affecting 
cash-in, cash-out networks in low- and middle-income 
countries [version 1; referees: 1 approved]. Gates Open Research 
2018, 2:64 

• Seguin, Rebecca A.,  Jared T. McGuirt, Stephanie B. Jilcott 
Pitts, Jennifer Garner, Karla L. Hanson, Jane Kolodinsky & 
Marilyn Sitaker (2018) Knowledge and Experience Related to 
Community Supported Agriculture and Local Foods among 
Nutrition Educators, Journal of Hunger & Environmental 
Nutrition, DOI: 10.1080/19320248.2018.1549520 

• Scheld, Patrick (2018). Who Controls Haiti’s Destiny? A 
examination of Haiti’s underdevelopment, endless poverty, and 
the role played by NGOs.  Thesis. University of Vermont. CDAE. 
(Josh Farly, adviser) 

• Smith, Diane K., Lauren Greco, Julia E Van Soelen Kim, Marilyn 
Sitaker, Lisa Chase, Hans Estrin and Jane Kolodinsky (2018). 
Farm Fresh Food Box: An Innovative New Business Model in 
Rural Communities.  Rural Connections. 

• Tobin, D., & Glenna, L. 2018. Value chain development and 
the agrarian question: Actor perspectives on native potato 
production in the highlands of Peru. Rural Sociology. Online first: 
doi: 10.1111/ruso.12251. 

Publications
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• White, Michelle J., Stephanie B. Jilcott Pitts, Jared T. Mcguirt, 
Karla L.Hanson, Jane Kolodinsky, Emily H. Morgan, Weiwei 
Wang, Marilyn Sitaker, Alice S. Ammerman, and Rebecca 
A. Seguin, (2018). The Perceived Influence of Cost-Offset 
Community Supported Agriculture on Food Access Among 
Low-Income Families. Public Health Nutrition. 

• Wiltshire, S., Zia, A., Koliba, C., Buccini, G., Clark, E., Merrill, 
S., Smith, J. and Moegenburg, S. (provisional accept). 
Network Meta-metrics: Identifying Effective Indicators of 
Epidemiological Vulnerability in a Livestock Production 
System Model. Journal of Artificial Societies and Social 
Simulation (JASS). 

• Wu, G., Xu, L., Sun, T., & Lin, S. (2018). An analysis of American 
college students’ response to national image publicity film 
“China enters a new era.” Modern Advertising, 369, 058-064. 

• Zia, A. and Stuart Kauffman (2018) The Limits of Predictability 
in Predefining Phase Spaces of Dynamic Social Ecological 
Systems: “Command and Control” Versus “Complex Systems” 
Based Policy Design Approaches to Conserve Tropical Forests. 
Journal of Policy and Complex Systems 4(2).  

• Zia, Asim, Michael Widener, Sara Metcalf and Chris 
Koliba. 2017. Modeling Voting Decisions in Governance 
Networks for Agents with Heterogeneous Mental Models 
and Alternate Network Structures. In Proceedings of the 
2017 International Conference of The Computational Social 
Science Society of the Americas 2017 Oct 19 (p. 14). ACM. 
doi>10.1145/3145574.3145592 

• Zia, A. (Accepted) Adaptive governance of coupled social-
ecological systems: Introduction to the special issue themes. 
Complexity, Governance and Networks 

• Zia, A. (2018) Adaptive Management in Social Ecological 
Systems: Taming the Wicked? In Int. Library of Environm., Vol. 
26, Sahotra Sarkar and Ben A. Minteer (Eds): A Sustainable 
Philosophy - The Work of Bryan Norton, Springer. ISBN 978-3-
319-92596-7, 432683_1_En (11)

Publicat ions,  cont.

Service Learning, Continued
worked really hard to make that happen. These efforts contribute to the sustainability of our campus, but aren’t nec-
essary labeled as such.”

According to Conner and his student co-authors, campuses like UVM are increasingly placing sustainability at the 
center of their operations, but tend to under-communicate the societal and economic components of sustainability. 
The researchers suggest universities should strive to promote a more holistic and nuanced understanding of sustain-
ability and more concrete initiatives to foster sustainable behaviors and culture.

“The research emphasized the importance of communication – coming both from our office, and through our part-
ners. We’re always looking at sustainability as multidimensional, but that idea is not getting to students. The survey 
results show that students want UVM staff to make clear the links among social justice, ecological health and sus-
tainable development in addressing topics that might otherwise be labeled ‘environmental,’ such as recycling and 
low-carbon transportation,” said Thompson.

Research to impact 
The UVM Office of Sustainability has had a long partnership with Conner and his course, whose research in past years 
has helped inform campus policies about ending bottled water sales and campus dining operations.

“Our campus is really a living laboratory in how we think about the realistic manifestations of sustainability. Engaging 
students in the process enables them to be exposed to the complexities involved in campus operations and policies,” 
said Caylin McCamp, education and outreach coordinator for the Office of Sustainability.

In 2013, driven by student activism, UVM became one of the first public universities to end the sale of bottled water 
on campus. As the initiative was being developed, Conner’s class conducted a similar campus-wide assessment of 
students’ beverage habits and opinions that informed the administration’s decisions on how best t  o implement the 
policy.

“My hope is that my students see it as more than a class. First and foremost, I want what we learn to be used and for 
our community partners to take action,” said Conner.

As for Lantieri and McGavisk, the class has given them a new perspective on sustainability issues and has set them 
up for success in their next research endeavor – both are part of the UVM Honors College and are busy working on 
their senior theses.

CDAE Faculty and Staff Thank you 
for a great 2018-19 Academic Year!


