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The President’s Climate Action Plan 

June 25, 2013 
President Obama spoke to the nation about climate 
change and unveiled his Climate Action Plan, soon 
followed by Executive Order 13653. 

On launching a Climate Data Initiative: “Consistent with the 
President’s May 2013 Executive Order on Open Data – and 
recognizing that freely available open government data can fuel 
entrepreneurship, innovation, scientific discovery, and public 
benefits – the Administration is launching a Climate Data 
Initiative to leverage extensive federal climate-relevant data to 
stimulate innovation and private-sector entrepreneurship in 
support of national climate-change preparedness.” 

On providing a Climate Resilience Toolkit: “Federal agencies will 
create a virtual climate resilience toolkit that centralizes access 
to data-driven resilience tools, services, and best practices, 
including those developed through the Climate Data Initiative.” 
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• Raw materials for analysts, 
developers, and data 
innovators 

 
• Climate, weather, and 

demographic data in 
machine accessible 
formats 

• Technical resources for 
analysts, GIS specialists, 
etc. 

• Summary-level scientific 
information provides context for 
decision makers 
 

• Case studies and tools for 
adaptation efforts 
 

• Decision framework for 
adaptation 

 
• Access to regional expertise 

and training resources 

climate.data.gov toolkit.climate.gov 

Climate Data Initiative Climate Resilience Toolkit 



toolkit.climate.gov 

The CRT v1.0 was first 
published in Nov 2014. 

Serves “application-
oriented professionals”  
— municipal planners, 
resource managers, & 

business leaders — who 
are seeking science-

based tools, information, 
& expertise to help them 

build resilience. 



Review of accomplishments to date 

• Nine topic narratives with subtopic sections, all 
cross-walked with 5-step planning process, tools, & 
case studies 

• 98 case studies nationwide for all regions & topics 
(more on the way) 

• 221 tools in our compendium (more on the way) 

• Two site evaluations by external user groups; and 
several focus group feedback sessions  

• Averaged about 33,000 visits per month in first year; 
over 40,000 visits/month in our 2nd year (so far) 
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What’s coming in Phase 1.5? 



Regions 
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Climate By Location Graphs (county scale) 
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Climate By Location Graphs (county scale) 
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Climate By Location Graphs (county scale) 
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Phase 1.5 developments & next steps 

• Rolled out “Arctic” section in August 2015, led by DOI 
• Established new “Climate Projections” team, led by 

USGCRP; adding decision-relevant climate projections 
downscaled to county resolution 

• Multiple stakeholder engagements held & more planned 
• New site-wide design “refresh” coming in April 2016 
• New “Marine Ecosystems & Fisheries” section coming in 

May 2016 
• New “Reports” section coming in June 2016 
• New “Regions” section coming in June 2016 
• Climate Explorer v2.0 coming in June, with Climate by 

Location graphing functionality 
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Engagement plans & partners 

• Working with NEMAC and others on engaging 
stakeholders in 5-Step Planning Process 

• ACCO Climate Fundamentals Academies 
• AmeriCorps 
• CAKE – Climate Adaptation Knowledge Exchange 

– Also the National Adaptation Forum 

• CPASW - Climate Prediction & Application Science 
Workshop (March 22-24) in Burlington, VT 
– To register, go to http://www.uvm.edu/~cpasw/ 

• RISAs – Regional Integrated Sciences & Assessments 
• Rockefeller 100 Resilient Cities 
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