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What climate change considerations do 
agricultural producers need to think about?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Changes in temperature, precipitation other functions of the atmosphere result in changes in growth of crops and livestock, the timing of plant and animal life cycle events like budding, blooming, migration, etc., and the quality and quantity of yield harvested, plus those same changes in pests that affect crops and livestock – the weeds, insects, pathogens and parasites that cause disease and so are indirect consequences affecting crop and livestock production. 



Challenges:  Which information is useful?
How do we make it usable?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information needs to be relevant, which means specific to both the critical moment and critical area impacted by the change.    Agriculture is an annual production process so the weather is first and foremost on an operator’s mind.  But a business and land manager needs to also think long term.   The weather forecast impacts this year’s decisions affecting the apple crop harvest while the climate forecast impacts this year’s new orchard variety planting operations. 



Making it useful depends on the production system
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Presentation Notes
Each production system has its own unique vulnerabilities, is uniquely exposed and sensitive to climate changes factors.  



Site conditions need to be considered

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Need to assess site conditions that may moderate or exacerbate climate change 



Multiple dimensions of the human element

Profitability      Productivity      Stewardship

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bottom line is there is a lot to consider – how the climate interacts with the ecosystem’s natural resources, the socio-cultural context, economics, and political context of decision making. 



Making the information useful: 
Integrating it into existing decision making processes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Production risks, marketing risks, financial risks, human resources, legal considerations all of these risks are usually considered together so adding climate risk considerations is the adjustment to make at the enterprise level.     But as good stewards of the land working with nature, the impacts of a changing climate on natural resources also needs to be considered simultaneously.    A new process of integrating climate change considerations into natural resource conservation planning efforts effectively used for managing forest and related native ecosystems is being developed for agroecosystems. 
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Current science is not in a usable form for land 
managers (farmers, ranchers, forest land managers)
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Improving the information flow to stakeholders by translating science into useful tools and products 




So much information! 
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Presentation Notes
NOAA climate trend assessments, national climate impact and strategy assessments, regional and state assessments – so much information!  



BOILING IT DOWN 

Maria Janowiak  
Chris Swanson

FS ARS NRCS Animal Ag Planning Guide 
LPEC  &  NIFA 
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Presentation Notes
The US FS has pioneered the adaptive process helping 150 projects assess the impacts of climate change and develop adaptive actions to respond.    The process is being tested in agriculture and despite the much shorter time frames for growing annual crops or even perennial systems like forages and orchards relative to mature forests it is working in early tests.      A new information resource is being developed to transfer the process to other regions.    There is also a planning guide funded by a USDA NIFA grant available for Animal Agriculture through the LPEC.  



AGRICULTURE RESOURCES FOR BOILING IT DOWN 

1. What is Adaptation to Climate Change?

2. How Vulnerable is your Production System?

3. Regional Tiered Menu of Climate Change Solutions 

4. The Process of Adapting to a Changing Climate 

5. Example Farms

6. Workbook
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Presentation Notes
The new publication will be an information resource to help practitioners understand adaptation, access information about local vulnerabilities, offer science based solutions, describe the process of adapting those solutions to a specific farm and location, provide examples, and a workbook template for local use.  



1. What is Adaptation to Climate Change? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Chapter One defines agricultural adaptation to climate change. There are several key concepts which are defined in the existing USDA Technical Bulletin 1935 and will be put in a glossary in the new shorter educational resource.   



2. How Vulnerable is your System?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each Region has an Assessment of Vulnerabilities and Strategies.  The process of adapting to the impacts of climate change involves accessing this information and assessing how much of it applies to your type of farming system and specific site location.  This publication simply helps you access the information, not repeat it.  



3. A Regional Tiered Menu of Solutions 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perhaps the most important resource will be the menu of science based solutions.  The menu is tiered to back to original peer reviewed science literature on adapting existing prescriptions.   Strategies will help producers formulate new desired outcomes and approaches list the more specific goals for a particular type of land management system.  Consultants and farmers themselves will need to develop tactics suitable for their operation.   Many climate change actions have already be autonomously developed in pursuit of other co-benefits and the menu will provide a rationale for continuing the existing actions or intentionally developing new actions deliberately to address climate change.  



3. A Regional Tiered Menu of Solutions: Strategies for each Option 

1. Sustain functions of soil and water 

2. Reduce non-climate stressors of ag commodities 

3. Reduce risks from warmer and drier conditions 

4. Reduce risks and impacts of extreme weather

5. Manage fields as part of the larger landscape

6.  Alter management 

7.  Alter production systems 

8.  Alter infrastructure  

Manage for 
Persistence:
Recognizable as 
being the same 
system

Manage for Change:
System fundamentally 
becomes something different
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Presentation Notes
How the Regional Tiered Menu of Solutions is created:
Review literature (30+)
Collect adaptation actions of all types (~150)
Organize by system, similarity, and scale
Create description
Review and repeat!



3. A Regional Tiered Menu of Solutions: Two Basic Options: Persist or Change?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Adapting agriculture to the impacts of climate change boils down to this fundamental question:  How long can your current system persist before it needs to fundamentally change?  



3. Regional Solutions: Approaches for Each Strategy

3. Reduce risks from warmer and drier conditions

3.1 Adjust timing or location of on-farm activities 

3.2 Manage crops to cope with warmer and driver conditions 

3.3 Manage livestock to cope with warmer and driver conditions 

4. Reduce risks and impacts of extreme weather

4.1 Reduce peak flows, runoff, and water erosion 

4.2 Reduce severity or extent of water saturated soils and flood damage 

4.3 Reduce severity or extent of wind damage to crops and erosion of soil 
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Presentation Notes
For each strategy, the literature review identifies the common approaches needed by the typical farming systems in the region to address the impacts of the projected changes in weather patterns and long term climate.  



4. The Process of Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new information resource will help to boil it down.  An educational approach, not yet a tool . . . .  For small group discussions to personalize the issue, engage producers rather than talking at them . . . .



5. Real World Examples of Farms Adapting to Climate Change 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The publication will include a few real world examples demonstrating how to integrate climate considerations into existing farm plans for adapting business, production, and stewardship practices needed to make the farm and its natural capital as resilient as possible to the impacts of weather extremes, extreme fluctuations in climate, and long term climate change trends.  



Workshop Delivery  of Adaptation Resources  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The new information resource will help to boil it down.  An educational approach, not yet a tool . . . .  For small group discussions to personalize the issue, engage producers rather than talking at them . . . .
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