The University of Vermont/College of Arts and Sciences


Individually Designed Minor Application

	Name: 
	Date: 

	Full Address: 
	Phone Number: 

	Email Address: 
	

	Year of Graduation: 
	Present Major: 

	Present Minor:
	Accumulated Credit Hours in Arts & Sciences: 

	GPA (2.5 Minimum):
	Accumulated Total Credit Hours: 

	Title of Proposed Minor: 
	

	Sponsor's Name: 
	Sponsor's Department: 

	Sponsor's Email: 
	

	Sponsor's Signature_______________________________________________

______


An Individually Designed Minor (ID Minor) must consist of at least 18 credit hours of which at least 9 must be at or above the 100 level. The proposal must include 9 hours of required core courses which are integral to the idea of the minor. 

Approval of an Individual Design Minor does not release a student from the other normal requirements of the college, e.g. 1) no more than 45 hours in any one department can count toward graduation credits: 2) no more than 24 hours outside the college can count toward graduation credits: 3) the student must fulfill the normal distribution of studies requirements.

Core Courses (include course numbers, names, and credit hours) Do NOT use a separate sheet:

Please indicate which courses you have already taken with an asterisk and those in which you are presently enrolled with a check mark. No more than 9 hours of the proposed minor may be completed or begun at the time of application. 
Individually Designed Minor 
The Individually Designed Minor is a non-departmental, interdisciplinary minor for those B.A. and B.S. candidates whose academic interests are not met by the minor programs currently available. An ID Minor should not consist of a grouping of loosely associated courses; rather the ID Minor should be a carefully crafted curriculum allowing the student to concentrate in a unique area of study. The course of study for an ID Minor should constitute a coherent and intensive concentra​tion of courses consistent with the philosophy underlying liberal education. No more than six credits hours in the proposed ID Minor may be outside the College of Arts and Sciences.  It is not the intention of the college that such a special minor be a program of narrow professional training. 
General Procedure 
A. The student, in consultation with a faculty member who agrees to act as the student's sponsor, prepares a proposal for a minor program, outlining a course of study. Applications to pursue an IDM should be approved by the Academic Studies Committee before the end of the candidate's junior year.  Students are encouraged to submit their proposal as early as possible in their college career, but no later than four weeks before the end of their junior year. 
B. The minor plan must be submitted to the Academic Studies Committee for review.. Alternately, if the minor is designed from courses in a single department in the College of Arts and Sciences, it must be submitted to that department's Curriculum Committee for review. If the plan is approved, the faculty sponsor super​vises the student; however, the student is responsible for assuring that the program plan is carried out. 

C. The faculty sponsor, in consultation with the student, will assume the responsibility for advising and approving the selection of the student's non-core courses for the minor. 

D. For purposes of representation in University governance or other University activities, the student's ID Minor shall be considered as a minor in the department of the faculty sponsor. Therefore, the student cannot major in the sponsor's department, since one cannot major and minor in the same department. Departments may limit the number of ID Minors sponsored by their faculty. 
Requirements
Proposals for an individually designed minor must include the following and be submitted to the IDM Director in electronic form (email attachment) and one hard copy.
1. A completed application form.

2. An essay by the applicant explaining the aims and purposes of the proposed program and how the program's curriculum will enable the student to meet those goals. The curricular coherence of the program of study and each course’s contribution to it must be discussed. This statement represents the most important part of the proposal and may be rejected if not carefully formulated and presented.

3. A list of all courses with the course description and a list of the prerequisites for each course, taken from the current UVM catalog.  No more than six credits will be allowed from courses outside the College of Arts and Sciences.

4. A supporting letter from the faculty member in CAS who will supervise the proposal program.

5. An approximate timetable for all remaining semesters, showing when each course is projected to be taken.

6. An additional letter of endorsement from the student’s major advisor must accompany proposals from students outside the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Note: Any change in an approved program must be approved in advance by the Academic Studies Committee.

