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▪ Matchmaking service to pro bono legal 
services for farmers, food entrepreneurs 
and food related organizations

▪ A New England-based network of law firms

▪ Educational workshops and legal guides

▪ Currently offered in ME, MA, RI, CT, VT, NH

www.legalfoodhub.org
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Our speakers today:



Entering our 
14th Season 
of On-Farm 
Events

• Weekly Burger Nights - brings 500 people to the farm, we do between 
4-12 events per year (pre-ticketed, food, live music)

• Wednesday Workshops - cooking classes, tours, herbalism workshops, 
fiber arts, birding (we tap our staff and our CSA members for content)

• Adult Village School Day - 1 day event for adults to spend the day in 
the woods like our children’s Village School

• Music Events - 50 - 150 people (ticketed events, sometimes with 
food, sometimes without food)

• One off special events

• Barn Dances (new this year! IN our newly renovated barn)

• Taco Fridays - breakfast tacos - about 50 people per week, about 45 
per year (every Friday)



What to consider before starting 
events:

Are you ready to open your farm to the 
community?

Do you have a dedicated person to run the 
events?

Are you able to staff them (irregular times and 
frequency)?

Do you have the capacity to go through the 
regulatory process?

Can you market them?

Will they be financially worth it?



FOOD, PEOPLE MANAGEMENT, EVENT FLOW



EVENT FLOW • Have dedicated event flow manager - live music, mic to greet people, 
signage to set expectations
• Clear, obvious spaces and places for people to go
• Portopots, handwashing, trash/recycling stations



EVENT FLOW

PARKING MANAGEMENT LARGE CROWDS



PEOPLE 
MANAGEMENT
Have clear roles, 
training, and manager 
for the food team.



FOOD

Proper Fair Stand Permit in 
place

Place to prep and stage your 
food

All supplies needed that will 
work for the Health Dept.



CHECKLIST:

• Make sure your are allowed, by your town, to do on farm events. 
Find out from your town what they need.
• Talk to your neighbors and create buy-in with them! (You do not 
want to have any complaints recorded on the town record)
• Apply for and receive your Fairstand Permit, or other necessary 
permit from the VT Health Department
• Serve Safe Training for your food manager, cook(s) and owner of the 
farm (not required but highly recommended - lasts for 5 years, 
expensive per person)
• Space for food prep - if none available onsite - you need to find a 
place with a catering license or commercial kitchen
• All internal “ducks in a row”

• Parking safety
• Bathrooms
• Trash/Recycling
• Staffing
• Entertainment
• Signage and flow plan



Maple Sugaring in Vermont, Gleason’s Pictoral, 1852

Photo courtesy of Historic New England https://www.historicnewengland.org/archival-images-maple-sugaring-tradition/



Sources: GLOBAL AGRITOURISM MARKET SIZE, STATUS AND FORECAST 2022-2028, https://www.24marketreports.com/ict-and-media/global-
agritourism-2021-2027-503. Peihong, Zhao and Zheng Yali. March 2019. Global Agritourism Market Report, History and Forecast 2014-2025, 
Breakdown Data by Companies, Key Regions, Types and Applications. Published by QY Research, Beijing, China.

Global 
agritourism 

market size in 
2021:

$9.2 
billion

Projected 
agritourism 

market size in 
2027:

$18.6 
billion

https://www.24marketreports.com/ict-and-media/global-agritourism-2021-2027-503
https://www.24marketreports.com/ict-and-media/global-agritourism-2021-2027-503


Sources: USDA Census of Agriculture. (2017) Tables 2 and 7. U.S. Travel Association (2019, June) U.S. Travel and Tourism 
Overview Fact Sheet. https://www.ustravel.org/system/files/media_root/document/Research_Fact-Sheet_US-Travel-
and-Tourism-Overview.pdf



Source: USDA Census of Agriculture (2017) Tables 2 and 7.
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/index.php

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/index.php


Online Survey of Producers

• Conducted November 2019 - February 2020

• Pre-COVID responses

• 1834 respondents from all 50 states

In the survey, we asked about:

• Products and activities

• Motivations

• Challenges

• Support systems 

• Partnerships

• Plans for future

• Firmographics

• Demographics 

https://www.uvm.edu/vtrc/agritourism-survey



Challenges for agritourism operators

“This has been one of the hardest jobs and ventures I have ever been involved in, and I make 
little to nothing to show for all the effort and work put into this business.”

- West coast operator



Civil Liability Law for Agritourism

Source: Schweichler, J and Schmidt, C.: This work was 
supported in part by the United States Department of 
Agriculture, National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
(NIFA) under project # 2020-68006-31683.

Note: the years show when a civil 
liability law was enacted - this map 
does not reflect major updates and 
changes.



Vermont Act No. 31 of 2021: 

An Act Relating to 

Limiting Liability from 

Agritourism



https://go.uvm.edu/atguide

https://go.uvm.edu/atguide


https://go.uvm.edu/atguide

https://go.uvm.edu/atguide


https://go.uvm.edu/atguide

https://go.uvm.edu/atguide


https://go.uvm.edu/atguide

https://go.uvm.edu/atguide


Funding is provided by the Agricultural Marketing Resource Center (AgMRC), located at Iowa State University, www.agmrc.org. AgMRC is a national website dedicated to providing 

information to producers and service providers on value-added agriculture businesses. This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under Grant 

No. 2122374. This work was supported in part by the United States Department of Agriculture, National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) under project # 2020-68006-31683.

Contacts in New England

Legal Food Hub serves all of New England

State Name Contact Info Organization

Connecticut Stacey Stearns stacey.stearns@uconn.edu UConn Extension

Massachusetts Katie Rozenas-

Hanson 

katelyn.rozenas@mass.gov Massachusetts Department 

of Agricultural Resources 

Maine Anne Trenholm Anne.Trenholm@maine.gov Maine Department of 

Agriculture

New Hampshire Jada Lindblom Jada.Lindblom@unh.edu UNH Extension

Vermont Lisa Chase Lisa.Chase@uvm.edu UVM Extension

http://www.agmrc.org/
mailto:stacey.stearns@uconn.edu
mailto:katelyn.rozenas@mass.gov
mailto:Anne.Trenholm@maine.gov
mailto:Jada.Lindblom@unh.edu
mailto:Lisa.Chase@uvm.edu


Key Legal 
Considerations for 
On Farm Events

A N D R E W  M A R C H E V ,  E S Q .

L E G A L  F O O D  H U B  F E L L O W  

A T  T H E  V E R M O N T  L A W  

A N D  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L

Anne Wallace © Seven Days













Safety Expectations Impact on neighbors









-Both Municipal level laws of  limited application

Municipal=below the state, i.e. town, city or county

-The plan is a document that focuses on how the municipality will 

develop over time (future).

~Typically administered by a Planning Board or 

Development Review Board

~Typical application will be when subdividing your land, or 

building a major building 

-Zoning is one of  the tools of  planning

>Looks at the present



Ideally a compromise 

Zoning divides a municipality into zones

->Different mix of  uses for each zone

-> Typically triggered by construction or major renovation

->BUT a dramatic enough change in use will also trigger

-Typically set out in the form of  zoning regulations

-Primary tools:

-Prohibition or Review

-Dividing of  area into zones

-Requiring of  permits

-Withholding permit until certain conditions are met





• Does your town/county have zoning?

• What zone are you in?

• Permitted uses v.s. conditional uses

• Ag v.s. commercial uses



-Your town’s website is the best place to start. 

-Look for:

“Zoning”, “Planning”, “Town Plan”, “Land Use”

Ideally there is a set of  zoning regs right on the website

Next best thing is a contact information for the people in 

charge. Look for:

“Zoning administrator”, “Planning Board”, 

“Code Enforcement Officer”,

“Development Review Board”

If  no information, or no website, try to find either the

-Town Clerk, or -Town Manager

Counties have equivalents, e.g. “County Clerk”



https://marshfieldvt.gov/



https://marshfieldvt.gov/



https://marshfieldvt.gov/



https://marshfieldvt.gov/

• Use the legend to understand the zones

• Find where you are on the map



https://marshfieldvt.gov/



https://marshfieldvt.gov/

• Ironically, permitted uses do NOT require a permit. 

They are already allowed

• Conditional uses require review
After review, a conditional use permit is issued

• If  the use is neither permitted, nor conditional, 

it is prohibited



https://marshfieldvt.gov/



• Does your town, county or state have a 

department of  health? (or equivalent, sometimes 

called different things)

• Do they require a permit for:

Restaurants?

Hotels/Motels/BnB’s?

Food truck/catering?

Entertainment venue?

Home based food business?

Other?

• If  you apply to any categories, what is required? 

Inspections?

• Does your event require multiple permits? (e.g. 

health and fire)



https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/environmental-health/el/index.htm

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt476/files/documents/2021-11/holu-local-municipal-health-officers.pdf





https://marshfieldvt.gov/

• Usually triggered by specific kinds of  new construction 

• BUT, sometimes triggered by:

• Major renovation or change 

• Renovation involving new electrical or plumbing

• Major change in use

• Sometimes very large tents require a fire safety permit

• E.g. in Vermont its 12,000 sq. ft. tent or greater

• Fireworks often require a permit too



https://firesafety.vermont.gov/buildingcode/codesheets



https://marshfieldvt.gov/

• New construction and major changes in use tend to be 

triggers that require some form of  permitting from a state or 

municipal authority

• Always good to go direct to the source











Amarchev@vermontlaw.edu

mailto:Amarchev@vermontlaw.edu
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