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Stefano’s map
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Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus (106-48 BCE)



Fundus/mons Pompeianus, Pompega & Mompeo

Gregory of Catino (1060-1130), Regesto di Farfa, Documenti 224 (817 CE), 282 (840 CE) and 300 (857? – 859? CE):

“....Fundum acutianum, ubi ipsum venerabile monasterium constructum est, cum finibus et appendicibus suis in integrum. Fundum
calistrianum, in quo est aecclesia sancti laurentii. Fundum pompeianum...”

Regesto di Farfa, Vol. III (pp. 128 – 129), Documento 419 (1003 CE):

“...et refutauit per ipsum concambium ipsum castellum qui dicitur rocca, et foris ipsa rocca campum qui dicitur cabianus, quod est
ipsa rocca inter hos fines: A duobus lateribus riui, A iijo latere ipsi riui coniuncti, A iiijo latere petrae fictae et terra de suprascripto
monasterio, et ipsum suprascriptum campum inter hos fines: A primo latere uia, A duobus partibus riui, A iijo latere riui coniuncti. 
De isto campo infra suprascriptos fines medietatem ipsius. Et insuper refutauit in alio loco in conflenti in uocabulo quod vocatur
pompege iuxta fluuium pharpham, per mensuram modiola sex adunita, cum ipsis aquimolis qui ibi aedificare potuerunt, et cum 
ipsa aecclesia quae modo ipsi destructa est.”

Chronicon farfense, Vol. II, p. 64, line 4
Pro solidis quatuorcentis concessit roccam in Salisano: ab uno latere petre fixe et pes montis Salisani, a secundo latere fossata
coniuncta, a tertio latere rigus et fossatus qui decurrit iuxta montem Pompeie, a quarto latere fossatus.









“Farmer’s” Church of San Carlo inscription in Mompeo

PIETATIS STVDIO POPVLI A POMPEIO SABINI PIORUMQ[UE] 
ELEMOSINIS IN HONOREM S CAROLI ERECTV AD MDCXX

“Built with the pious zeal of the Sabine people from Pompeio
and of persons noted for piety in almsgiving in honor of San 
Carlo, Anno Domini 1620.”



Nihil est agri cultura melius, nihil uberius, nihil dulcius, nihil 
homine libero dignius.

“Nothing is better than agriculture, nothing richer, nothing 
sweeter, nothing more fitting for a free person.”

—Cicero, de Officiis 1.151 



“The ancients thought that to observe moderation in the size of
a farm was of primary importance inasmuch as they
determined that it was more satisfactory to sow less land and
plough it better, an opinion I note Vergil held as well [=
Georgics 2.412]. Indeed, to tell the truth, large estates have
ruined Italy, and are now ruining the provinces, too: Half of
Africa was owned by six landlords when the Emperor Nero put
them to death. Thus, let us not defraud Pompey of this
additional mark of his Greatness, namely that he at least never
bought land belonging to a contiguous estate.”

—Pliny the Elder, Natural History 18.7 



“A man not satisfied with seven iugera is a dangerous citizen 
(perniciosum civem).”

—Manius Curius Dentatus, Roman consul and general of the  3rd

century BCE (as quoted by Pliny the Elder)



The Gracchi (Tribunes of the Plebs, 133-121)



“Nowadays agricultural operations are performed by slaves
with fettered ankles and by the hands of malefactors with
branded faces! And yet the Earth, who is addressed as our
mother and whose cultivation is spoken of as worship, is not so
dull that when we obtain even our farm-work from these
persons one can hardly believe but that this is done against her
will and to her indignation. Are we really so surprised that we
do not get the same profits (fructus) from the labor of slave-
gangs as used to be obtained from that of generals?”

—Pliny the Elder, Natural History 18.7 



Image of 5 Acres and Independence – Romans as back to the landers







The Augustus milestone reads: 

IMP(erator) CAESAR DIVI F(ilius) AUGUSTUS COS (= consul) 
XI TRIBUN(iciae) POTEST(atis) VI EX S(enatus) C(onsulto) XXV: 

“Emperor Caesar Augustus, son of the Divine [Julius Caesar], 
Year XI of the Consulate Year VI of Tribunician Power, by 
Decree of the Senate, 35 (i.e., miles from Rome).” 



Invasions of Italy that might have destroyed the villa:

Visigoths under Alaric twice invaded Italy between 401-409 CE

Vandals sacked Rome in 455 CE

Lombards conquered Italy and set up a Kingdom that lasted 
from 568-774 CE



• Add a painting of the Sack of Rome



RES GESTAE ET AGENDAE











• Tractors only sign



GRATIAS VOBIS AGO



THANKS for UVM financial support from . . .

• The College of Arts and Sciences
• The Environmental Program (Ian Worley Award)
• The Department of Classics
• Office of the Vice President for Research
• Office of the Provost (Engaged Practices Innovation Grant)
• The Humanities Center



• THANKS to UVM colleagues for material support, advice, interest, and 
enthusiasm . . .

• Sophia Trigg (Internship Coordinator, CAS)
• Richard Watts (Geography, Internship Coordinator, CAS)
• Kathy Fox (Dean’s Office, CAS)
• Abby McGowan (Dean’s Office, CAS)
• Paul Bierman (Geology, CAS)
• Amy Seidl (The Environmental Program, RSENR)
• Lee Corbett (Geology, CAS)
• Amy Trubek (Food Systems, CALS)
• John Crock (Anthropology, CAS)
• Richard Galbraith (OVPR)
• Brian Reed (Provost’s Office)
• Jim Vigoreaux (Provost’s Office)
• Jacques Bailly (Classics, CAS)
• John Franklin (Classics, CAS)
• Sarah Sprayregen (Development Office, RSENR)
• Eric Bishop-von Wettberg (Plant and Soil Sciences, CALS)
• Nate Sanders (Environmental Program, RSENR Dean’s Office)


